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India says bomb caused crash 


NEW-DELHI (R)— The Indian government said on Tuesday the 
Air India plane crash eff Ireland last June was caused by a bomb ia 
the aircraft’s forward cargo hold. In a written report submitted to 
an official enquiry, itsaid the bomb was in the baggage of a man 
named M. Singh pot on die Boeing 747 at Toronto airport alt- 
hough he was not on board and did not have a confirmed res- 
ervation for the flight The baggage was wrongly transferredfrora 
a Canadian Pacific (CP Air) flight from Vancouver which Singh 
failed to board, the report said. Its conclusion that the crash was 
caused by “detonation of an explosive device in the forward cargo 
compartment of die aircraft” matched evidence by British, U.S. 
and Indian experts at the enquiry hearings. The crash killed all 
329 .people on board.' ■ 
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U.S. delays vote on arms sales 


WASHINGTON (AP) — The House of Representatives Foreign 
Affairs Committee agreed on Tuesday to postpone indefinitely a 
vote on US. plans to sell arms to Jordan, a delay sought by the 
Reagan administration after it realised there was overwhelming 
congressional opposition to the proposal. The informal decision 
came after Secretary of State George Shultz sent a letter saying 
congressional defeat of an arms package for Jordan “at this time 
would severely damage the ongoing (peace ) process." Mr. Shultz’ 
letter was also sent to the Senate. Mr. Shultz promised to give 
Congress 30 days' notice if he wants to revive the proposal and 
said no attempt will be made if Congress is not in session. The 
S>1 .9-btLHoo deal was for the sale of 40 jet fighters and batteries of 
mobile missiles to Jordan. 
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. /;; v, Crown Prince, 

Thatcher hold talks. 

r •-I'"'*' LONDON (Petra) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 

- - • held talks with British Prime Min- 

- ister Margaret Thatcher Tuesday 
"■ yon bilateral relations as well as the 
. latest developments in the Middle 
East. The meeting was attended 
__ >. by Minister of Industry , Trade and 
/ Supply Rajai Mu’asher and Jor- 
^ dan's Ambassador to Britain 
' Nabih A1 Nimer. The Crown Pri- 
:l ' :■ nee earlier chaired a dialogue at 
the British central bank. The dia- 
V ■‘■'•■s Iogue was attended by senior Jor- 
danian officials and rep- 
resentatives of British banks.' Pri- 
nce Hassan is expected to attend 
, *l another dialogue on Wednesday 

•“Uirijlij. on scope of British -J ord anian 
Dartatr cooperation in the fields of trade, 
> finance, scientific research and 
industrial development. 

3 injured in 
i Tel Aviv blast 

TLL AVTV (AP) — A small bo nib 
■ ' ejqjloded in a Tel Aviv suburb. 

- lightly wounded three ped- 

• estrians, Israel Radio reported 

. " 77 Tuesday. The bomb was planted 
~ : 7 “ in a garbage can at a bus stop in a 
. . downtown street, the radio said. 

“ According to the radio report, 50 
‘ ~ Palestinians were rounded up by 

“ - police in a search of the area after 
" ’ r ^he blast. . 

• Bomb defused 
at Eiffel Tower 
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PARIS (R) — Police -defused a 
large bomb found in a third-floor 
toilet ofihe Eiffel Tower j ust one 
and a half hours before it was due 
to explode, French TeleyisiMsaid 
on Tuesday, the TcfxJrt^saHfa 
large bomb had -been discovered 
in a toilet On fee ' recently ren- 
ovated Eiffel Tower’s third floor 
and was defused- Monday night. 
The report said it bad been timed 
to go off at midnjght GMT Mon- 
day night The bomb was dis- 
armed just as another exploded in ‘ 
a crowded shopping arcade in die 
busy Avenue des Champs Etysees, 
injuring eight people (See page 8 ). 
There was no claim of res- 
ponsibility for- either bond). 

Shultz appeals 
for funds to . 
protect U.S. mission 


. . WASHINGTON (AP) — Sec- 
7-~*. retaiy of State George P. Shultz 
I* c : asked Congress on Tuesday to 
. . ’ r app rove 1 *300 new jobs and a 45 
' - per cent boost in spending to pro- 

- 1 tect American diplomats and UJS. 
■ v "■ embassies abroad. Despite laws 

. - requiring deep .cuts' fexoughout 

- " .the federal budget to reduce the 
*’■' deficit, Mr. Shultz called for a 

Vt 4-bilfion security authorisation 
.through 1990. 

riffT ^ ov * et official 
ends Iran visit 


TEHRAN (R) — Soviet First 
.-j' Deputy Foreign Minister Georgy 
-?•' Kornienko left Iran on Tuesday 
V? after a three-day visit which both 
-v sides said was constructive and 
successful. Mr. Kornienko, who 
headed the highest Soviet poKfeal 
team to visit Iran since' its 1979 
r ' revolution, told Tehran Radio his 
f'* talks with senior officials had been 
1 ‘’useful, pleasant and con- 
structive."- 
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Jordan denounces 
Israeli ‘air piracy,’ 

backs Syrian call 


By a Jordan Times Staff Writer 
with agency dispatches 

JORDAN ON Tuesday strongly condemned 
the hijacking by Israeli warplanes of a Lib- 
yan jet carrying Syrian officials from Tri- 
poli, Libya, to Damascus and supported 
Syria’s call for an urgent U.N. Security 
Council meeting to discuss the Israeli action. 


His Majesty King Hussein con- 
tacted Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad over the phone and voiced 
Jordan’s total support for Syria's 
stand vis-a-vis the Israeli air pir- 
acy which endangers dvfl aviation 
in die region, the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, said. 

Petra said the King also ins- 
tructed file government to take all 
measures to support Syria at int- 
ernational forums and reveal “Isr- 
ael's illegal practices in the Middle 
East regjon as part of a series of 
organised international ter- 
rorism.” , 

The Libyan plane, an executive 
jet carrying nine passengers and a 
crew of three was intercepted by 
two Israeli warplanes about 80 
laioraetres east of Cyprus and for- 
ced to land in .an Israeli air base. 
The plane was allowed to take off 
about five hours after the landing. 
.. The Israeli military said 
^OTc'wa5 '‘Su^>ected of earring 
people involved in plaunhlg att- 
acks against Israel.” But only Syr- 
ian politicians were aboard £t&. 
plane. The politicians were ret- 
urning home after attending a con- 
ference in the Libyan capital. 

Among the passengers aboard 
the plane was Abdullah Al 
Ahmad, assistant secretary- 
general of Syria's ruling Baatb 
Arab Socialist Party. 

In Damascus, a senior official of 
the Popular Front for the Lib- 


eration of Palestine (PFLP) said 
the Israeli action was the second 
attempt to kidnap PFLP leader 
George Habash, who also att- 
ended the Tripoli conference and 
had been expected to fly baric to 
Syria on Tuesday. 

The Syrian government issued a 
statement condemning the seizure 
of the Libyan plane as air piracy 
and called for an emergency mee- 
ting of the Security Council to 
“take effective measures to put an 
end to air piracy and terrorism 
exercised by Israel.” 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouq 
Al Shara’a called in the five amb- 
assadors in Damascus of the per- 
manent members of the Security 
Council and told them that Syria 
held Israel felly responsible for 
file hijacking, the Syrian Arab 
News Agency (SANA) said. 

In a message to U.N. 
Secretary-General JayierPerezde . 
■Cuellar, Mr. Shara’a called the " 
hijacking “a flagrant violation of 
international law. and int- 
. emational agreements ensuring 
fire freedom and safety of air nav- 
igation,” SANA said. 

*T want to call your attention to 
fee seriousness of this terrorist inc- 
ident against fee safety and sec- 
urity of civil aviation in Syria and 
international airspace, and to its 
serious consequences,” be added. 

“I demand fee taking of imm- 
ediate steps and measures to inv- 


estigate fee fete of the plane, its 
passengers and crew, to secure 
their safety, and to inform the cha- 
irman and members of the Sec- 
urity Council of this action.” 

The plane, a twin-engined Gul- 
f stream jet, landed at Damascus 
airport later Tuesday. The pas- 
sengers and crew were met by sen- 
ior Syrian officials. 

In Amman, Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri also condemned 
the hijacking and said it was not 
fee first time Israel violated int- 
ernational laws and norms and 
encroached upon other countries' 
sovereignty and endangered fee 
life of civfiians. 

“Jordan considers tiiis serious 
incident as an act of air piracy and 
a new operation in Israel's org- 
anised international terrorism,” 
said a statement issued by Mr. 
Masri. “Jordan calls on the int- 
ernational community in general 
and IsraeT s friends in partiailar to 
shoulder their responsibilities 
wife regard to this Israeli action 
and force Israel to put an end to its 
acts of air piracy exercised in vio- 
lation of fee sovereignty and sec- 
urity of other states and to respect 
international laws.” fee statement 
said. „ 

Mr. Masri later called in the 
ambassadors in Jordan of fee five 
permanent members of the Sec- 
urity Council and conveyed to 
them Jordan’s “strongs den- 
unciation of fee Israeli terrorist 
operation, which constitutes a dir- 
ect threat to the security of fee 
region and the world at large,” 
Petra said. Mr. Masri asked the 
ambassadors to convey Jordan's 
position to their respective gov- 
ernments. 

In Washington, the US. Def- 
ence Department denied inv- 
olvement in the hijacking. 

“There was no U.S. military 

( Continued on page 3) 


Gemayel loyalists and leftist 
rivals renew war for supremacy 


BEIRUT(AP) —President Amin 
GemayeTs loyalist troops and mil- 
itia men battled on Tuesday in and 
around Beirut wife an alliance of 
Syrian-backed militias seeking to 
topple the Christian leader. 

Police said two people were kfi-- 
led and four wounded in dashes 
along Beirut’s dividing green line 
and fee bills to fee east. 

Among the fatalities was an Ind- 
ian worker identified by police as 
Kewal Singh. 

Several mortar rounds and roc- 
kets struck residential nei- 
ghbourhoods close to -fee dem- 
arcation line feat slices the city 
into mostly Christian eastern and 
predominantly Muslim. . western 
sectors during the exchanges bet- 


ween fee rival factions. 

Fighting also raged around the 
Lebanese army mountain top gar- 
■rison of Souq AJ Gharb between 
army soldiers and militiamen of 
the Progressive Socialist Party 
(PSP). 

Four civilians were wounded 
during fee tank and artillery duels 
which continued sporadically thr- 
ough the day, police reported. 

. Souq Al Gharb, 13 kilometres 
east of Beirut, is a strategic loc- 
ation that commands all roads 
leading from the central mou- 
ntains to Mr. Gemayel’s palace in 
suburban Baabda. 

Lefitst factions backed by Syria 
have been dashing daily with Mr. 
GemayeTs loyalists since his blo- 


ody showdown wife pro-Syrian 
Christian rivals on Jan. 15. 

Elie Hobeika, who had signed a 
peace pact with PSP leader Walid 
Junblatt and Shf he leader Nabih 
Bern, was defeated in street bat- 
tles. 

The feud left 350 people killed 
and undermined the Syrian- 
brokered accord signed Dec. 28 in 
Damascus. 

The Christian heartland has 
also been seen plagued by a new 
wave of bombing. Nine people 

(Continued on page 2) 
Falangists badly split, page 2 

Foes and former aOfies pressure 
Gemayel, page 4 


Launch-day temperature cooler than 
shuttle’s booster design, producer says 


CAPE CANAVERAL (Age- 
ncies) — The space shuttle boo- 
ster rockets — prime suspect in 
the Challenger disaster — were 
not designed for use in weather as 
cold as on launch-day, a spo- 
kesman for the rocket man- 
ufacturer said on Tuesday.* . 

However, the spokesman, Gil- 
bert -Moore of Morton Thiokol 
Inc, said the freezing weather had 
no tiling to do wife the explosion 
that destroyed the shuttle and kil- 
ed the seven astronauts aborad. 

Officials of the-U.S. space age- 
ncy declined to comment on fee . 
matter or disclose the temperature 
rules they followed in the ope- 
ration of file twin boosters, the 
Utrgetf: solid-fuel rockets ever, 
fault. . . 

Salvage, crews on Tuesday sca- 
led bad: fee search for Challenger 
wreckage in file Atlantic as file 
investigation of die tragedy fell 
under the control of a newly app- 
otated presidential commission. 

Moore said the twin 50-metres 
boosters were not designed for use 
m temperatures befcnv 40 degrees 
Fahrenheit (5 degrees-C) or to be 
stored in temperatures below fre- 


ezing. 

He insisted, however, that the 
sub-freezing temperatures that 
gripped central Florida on launch 
day last Tuesday “were not exp- 
erienced long enough to have 
done any reafhann." 

“It had nothing to do wife the 
accident,” he said. 

Meanwhile, the chief of a pre- 
sidential commission charged wife 
conducting an impartial inv- 
estigation of the Challenger dis- 
aster promises not to be “unfairly 
critical of NASA” and says he bel- 
ieves the space agency is doing an 
excellent job. • 

W i l l i am P. Rogers, former sec- 
retary of stete, was named by Pre- 
sident Ronald Reagan on Monday 
to head the probe of the explosion. 
Mr. Reagan ordered the group to 
deliver its final report within 120 
days. 

Neil Armstrong, titefirstpeison 
to walk on the moon, was named 
vice chairman of fee commission. 

Other members include Chuck 
Yeagpr, the test pilot who was first 
to break fee sOnhd barrier; ast- 
ronaut Sally Ride, the first Ame- 
rican woman in space; and Nobel 


laureate Richard P. Feynman. 

Half the 12 members appointed 
on Monday have past or present 
ties to the National Aeronautics 
and Space Administration 
(NASA). Under an executive 
order signed tty Mr. Reagan , eight 
more members may be named. 

“Their charge is to find out 
what happened, why it happened, 
mid to fix it — simple as feat,” 
White House spokesman Larry 
Speakes said. 

The establishment of fee ind- 
ependent commission took away 
responsibility for fee investigation 
from NASA, although it stfll will 
provide most of the technical ana- 
lysis of fee Challenger mal- 
function. 

“This will give the American 
people the opportunity to know 
that an outride group rtf experts, 
distinguished Americans who 
have no axe to grind either way,* 
have come in to review the fin- 
dings. of NASA and to request 
additional data and report to (Mr. 
Reagan),” Speakes said. 

Shuttle Mast —a Mg setback, page 
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King inaugurates direct television link 
between Jordan and Dublin universities 


AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Tuesday ina- 
ugurated a direct television link 
between fee University of Jordan 
and the University of Dublin in 
Ireland. The television link will be 
used for exchanging scientific lec- 
tures between the two uni- 
versities. 

The King greeted the Irish pre- 
sident through fee television fink 
and briefed him on fee dev- 
elopment of education in the Kin- 
gdom throughout fee last three 
decades in fee various fields. The 
King said that one-third of Jor- 
dan’s human power contributes to 
fee general development, locally 
as well as in other countries in the 
region, particularly in the Gulf 
area. 

The King reviewed education in 
Jordan and its role in the general 
development and the goals of fee 
five-year development plan in 
developing science and tec- 
hnology. 

The King called on Irish sci- 


entists to contribute to expanding 
the field of knowledge and to 
promote understanding and fee 
exchange of information for fee 
benefit of both countries. 

The King expressed his hap- 
piness on this occasion which aims 
at fee exchange of scientific exp- 
erience between Jordan and Ire- 
land and the utilisation of this 
experience in the service of int- 
ernational development. 

The King said feat Jordan and 
Ireland should be proud to start 
this pioneering project. 

He said that fee new project 
helps the exchange of expertise in 
the field of purification of water 
and its treatment and the man- 
agement of Jordan's important 
resources. 

The King thanked all ins- 
titutions in Jordan and Ireland and 
international institutions which - 
contributed to fee success of this 
project. The television link is est- 
ablished through fee Intelsat sat- 
ellite. 


The Irish president responded 
to the King’s statement by exp- 
ressing his appreciation for the 
efforts of all who contributed to 
this project in Jordan and Ireland. 

The Irish president said that his 
country, which has a great interest 
in fee promotion of education, has 
been hosting a large number of 
foreign students. He expressed 
hope that fee new project would 
be fee beginning for cooperation 
between fee two countries. 

University of Jordan President 
Abdul Sal am Majali also exc- 
hanged greetings with fee pre- 
sident of Dublin University. 

The University of Jordan will be 
receiving 1 6 lectures that cover 20 
subjects in fee fields of water arc- 
hitecture, water management and 
other subjects. This programme 
will continue until May 20. 

This television link is fee first of 
its kind in fee region and the sec- 
ond in fee world through which 
lectures are broadcast live. 


Mubarak calls for new formula 
to reconcile U.S., PLO positions 


CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hbsni Mubarak said on Tuesday 
he favours linking PLO rec- 
ognition of Israel’s right to exist 
wife acknowledgement of fee Pal- 
estinian people's right to det- 
ermine their own future. 

In remarks to reporters, Mr. 
Mubarak obliquely called on fee 
United States to accept the pri- 
nciple of Palestinian self- 
determination within a con- 
federation with Jordan. 

‘Mr. “Mubarak said last week’s 
talks in Amman between King 
Hussein and Palestine Liberation 
Organisation .(PLO) leader Yas- 
ser Arafat “have not failed.'' 

No progress was made in the 
Amman talks because the PLO 
leader refused to accept United 
Nations resolutions recognising 
Israels right to exist unless the 
United States guarantees the Pal- 
estinian people’s right to self- 
determination. 

The United States has dem- 
anded PLO recognise the res- 
olutions before the PLO can par- 
ticipate in peace talks under the 
umbrella of an international con- 
ference. “Our position is that we 
tell him (Mr. Arafat): look for a 
formula to accept fee resolutions 
and to provide for fee Pal- 
estinians’ right to self- 
determination,” Mr. Mubarak 
said. 


In an apparent plea to the Uni- 
ted States, Mr. Mubarak added: 

" Why are we afraid of fee right to 
self-determination within fee 
framework of fee Jordanian-PLO 
agreement of last Feb. 11.” 

“Let the Palestinians work out 
their own formula,” Mi. Mubarak 
said. “We are not going to tell 
them no." 

He denied that he had given the - 
PLO an ultimatum on acceptance 
ofU N . Resolutions 242 mid 338. 

In * December, Mr. Mubarak 
told the American television net- 
work NBC that Mr. Arafat would 
be a “big fiat loser” if he failed to 
accept fee resolutions. He said in 
fee taped interview that he exp- 
ected Jordan to wait “maybe one, . 
two months” for the PLO to act 
before trying other avenues for 
peace. 

The French newspaper le 
Monde later quoted Mr. Mubarak 
as setting a Jan. 27 deadline for 
PLO acceptance. 

“There was no warning (to the 
PLO)," Mr. Mubarak said in reply 
to a reporter's question about le 
Monde’s version of the interview. 
“Are you going to act like le 
Monde and some Kuwaiti new- 
spapers? Are you going to listen to 
what these newspapers are say- 
ing?” 

Mr. Mubarak fielded reporters 
questions after conferring wife 


Yugoslav President Radovan Vla- 
jkovic. 

He said he and Mr. Vlajkovic 
were “in full agreement on all poi- 
nts” regarding Middle East peace 
efforts. 

hi Abu Dhabi, a senior PLO off- 
icial was quoted on Tuesday as 
urging the United States to work 
for amendment of Resolution 242 
so it would guarantee the national 
rights of Palestinians. 

Farouk Kaddduini, head of fee 
political department of fee PLO, 
told Al Ittihad newspaper: 

“The Americans can do this 
basic thing. They should improve 
Resolution 242 by coming to fee 
Security Council and making pro- 
posals as they did in 1967. to add 
fee national tights of fee Pal- 
estinians.” 

Mr. Kaddoumi expressed pes- 
simism that Washington would 
support an amendment, however. 
“The Reagan administration is fee 
most radical administration (of) 
recent UJS. presidents in its att- 
itude against the PLO and fee nat- 
ional rights of fee Palestinian peo- 
ple... 

“With the Reagan adm- 
inistration, amending 242 is not so 
easy." 

Mr. Kaddoumi said he did not 
think Jordan would succeed in 
changing the U5. position. 


House to 

debate 

draft 
election 
law soon 

By Rana Sabbag.. 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House of 
Parliament is expected to start 
debate on a new’ draft law on ele- 
ctions in fee next two weeks, the 
Jordan Times learnt Tuesday. 

The draft law. which was drawn 
up and forwarded by the cabinet 
to the House in January, envisages 
a sweeping overhaul in the ele- 
ctoral process and system in Jor- 
dan. 

According to some details of fee 
draft law published by the Jor- 
danian News Agency, Petra, the 
number of deputies in fee Lower 
House will be increased to 1 20 ins- 
tead of fee present 60. 

A senior Jordanian official told 
the Jordan Times on Tuesday that 
the Lower House Legal Com- 
mittee was holding its last round of 
discussions on the draft law on 
Tuesday. The committee is exp- 
ected to submit its rec- 
ommendations to fee full House 
soon and fee House will begin 
debate immediately afterwards, 
fee official said. 

The committee has already 
drawn up its • recommendations 
over number of constituencies and 
deputy representation, fee official 
sail. He did not elaborate. 

Parliament observers believe 
feat fee committee has given the 
law due attention and discussion 
over fee past 25 days.Some others 
point out that never in the House's 
recent histoiy has any draft law 
been as thoroughly studied as the 
draft legislation on elections. The 
draft was presented to the House 
by the cabinet on Jan. 10. 

“We have spent more than 10 
sessions on discussing the law and 
formulating our rec- 
ommendations," a member of fee 
committee told fee Jordan Tunes. 
He refused to elaborate but said 
some of the discussions were att- 
, ended by Prime Minister Zaid 
Rifai and a number of cabinet 
members. 

The draft law on elections pro- 
mises wide-ranging reforms of the 
1960 law in force, opening fee 
door for a larger sector of fee pop- 
ulation to vote. It recognises the 
recent socio-economic- and pol- 
itical developments in Jordan 
since 1967, Petra said in January. 


'Egypt has 
reservations 
on Israel’s 
Taba offer 9 

CAIRO (Agencies) — President 
Hosii Mubarak said on Tuesday 
Egypt had some reservations 
about Israefs conditional acc- 
eptance of arbitration to settle a 
dispute over fee Sinai border strip 
of Taba. 

But Mr. Mubarak told reporters 
after talks wife Yugoslav Pre- 
sident Radovan Vlajkovic that he 
welcomed Wednesday’s arrival of 
an Israeli delegation to formulate 
terms for arbitration. 

He said some of Israel's 14 poi- 
nts accepting arbitration were 
“constructive, though we have 
reservations on some.” He (fid not 
elaborate. Israel said all points 
were negotiable. 

The 14 points, announced last 
month, included the return of 
Egypt’s ambassador to Israel, who 
was withdrawn in 1982 because of 
Israel's invasion of Lebanon. 

The Israeli cabinet decided on 
Tuesday to send three senior off- 
icials to Egypt 

Foreign Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir said the talks in Cairo would 
focus cm fee Israeli 14-point for- 
mula. 

Speakmg 00 Israel Radio after 
fee cabmet meeting, Israeli Prime 
Minister S himo n Peres said the 
cabinet authorised the wording of 
fee question which it wants to put 
to the. international arbiter who' 
will decide Taba’s fete. 

The Israeli team will include the - 
director-general of Shamir’s off- 
ice, David Kimche, director- 
general of Peres’ office, Avraham 
Tamir, and UriTalmor, an advisor 
to Defence Minister. Rabin. 


TASS blames Paris for expulsions 


MOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
news agency TASS on Tuesday 
reported fee expulsions of Soviet 
and French embassy staff from 
Paris and Moscow and said France 
was fully to blame. 

In Paris, French commentators 
differed over the gravity of the 
spying row. 

The TASS report of a Foreign 
Ministry protest to the French 
embassy in Moscow on Saturday 
was the first mention tty fee state 
media of the affair which was 
made public in Paris on Monday. 

Western diplomats said they fed 
not expect the expulsion of four 
staff on each side, most of them 
military, to have a serious impact 
cm efforts by both sides to iirprove 
relations. 

TASS, said the ministry had del- 
ivered a protest to fee embassy on 
Saturday over an "unfriendly act- 
ion" by France in expelling fee 
four personnel. They were ord- 


ered out after fee arrest of a 
French former naval serviceman 
on spying charges. 

“Such actions by the French 
side do not correspond to its dec- 
larations about the aspiration to 
maintain and develop good rel- 
ations wife fee USSR,'* TASS 
said. 

French personnel had be&n 
ordered out for “Qlicii activity.” 
TASS said, without further det- 
ails. 

The French embassy named the 
four as Major Domioque HOliou 
and Lieutenant Jean -Paul Gui- 
hard, both assistant attaches. 
Non-Commissioned Officer Mau- 
rice Lecuelle and Ludovk Sarraz 
Bou met. a junior member of the 
commercial section. 

' In Paris Thierry Wol ton, author 
of a recent best-seller on Soviet 
espionage in fee west, said he bel- 
ieved the French expulsions were 
not just linked with the arrest of a 


Frenchman last month on spying 
charges but “something much 
more important.” 

He told the right-wing daily le 
Quotklien : “For such a decision to 
be taken in the midst of the French 
election campaign, 1 maintain that 
it could be only because a very big 
affair is involved.” 

The independent left-wing Lib- 
eration . however, while saying the 
expulsions showed the importance 
France attached to the arrest of 
former air force helicopter mec- 
hanic Bernard Sourrisseau. 40, 
doubted whether he was really “a 
big fish of Soviet espionage in 
France." 

Both Liberation and fee pro- 
government daily le Matin said 
socialist President Francois Mit- 
terrand had acted swiftly and fir- 
mly, though neither expected fee 
derision to cause serious damage 
to Franco-Soviet relations. 


Kohl confirms planned spy exchange 


BONN (R) — West German Cha- 
ncellor Helmut Kohl confirmed 
on Tuesday that an East- West spy 
swap was in the offing bat refused 
comment on fee grounds that it 
could wreck the operation. 

“If I wanted to min fee exc- 
hange I would tell fee truth about 
it here now ” Dr. Kohl told a gat- 
hering of foreign correspondents 
in Bonn when asked about reports 
.of a major East-West deal in the 
corning days. 

“There have always been spy 
exchanges and that's why it’s 
befog feme now," he added. 

Dr. Kohl said last November’s 
Geneva summit meeting between 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
and Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev had effectively paved the 
way for an exchange of prisoners. 


as both sides had been able to dis- 
cuss specific cases. 

West German sources gave fee 
first confirmation of fee planned 
spy swap on Monday and said it 
would involve jailed Soviet dis- 
sident Anatoly Shcharansky. 

But they said on Tuesday they 
could not comment on fee timing 
of fee exchange or its exact loc- 
ation. U5. sources have said it 
would take [dace in West Berlin. 

Newspaper reports said Mr. 
Shcharansky .jailed in 1978 for 1 3 
years on treason charges , would 
■be freed along with 12 Western 
agents held in the Soviet bloc. 

A bitter easterly wind blew on 
Tuesday across the deserted Gli- 
enicke Bridge, site of the release 
of US. spy plane pilot Gary Pow- 
ers in 1962 and of 23 East Eur- 


opean prisoners last year. But 
there was no unusual activity. 

Officials from the US. adm- 
inistration involved in the last 
handover, including its head, John 
Kornblum, were present on Tue- 
sday. 

US. ambassador to East Ger- 
many Francis Meehan, a long- 
standing acquaintance of East 
German mediating lawyer Wol- 
fgang Vogel, wasalsoathis desk in 
East Berlin. 

Some Western officials said the 
sudden pubticitycould even move 
both Washington and Moscow to 
cany out the exchange elsewhere 
m Europe. 

They also expressed puz- 
zlement at fee apparent Soviet 

(ConfeiiMd on page 3) 



- Middle East news 


Falangists badly split in 


Lebanon peace pact crisis 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese Falangists are divided and 
feuding as seldom before in the crisis caused by the 
refusal of some of them to accept a Syrian-mediated 
pact to end nearly 11 years of civil war. 


"The Christians are bewildered. 
They cannot understand what is 
happening and don’t know where 
to look for leadership,” said a pol- 
itical source in Christian east Bei- 
rut. 

Maronite Christian President 
Amin Gemayel has emerged as a 
key opponent of the pact, making 
his removal fro raof&w a top pri- 
ority of those who still hope to 
make it work. 

At least eight bomb expiosiqns 
have rocked Falangist areas in the 


past two weeks, killing more than 
30 civilians. Few believe the chi- 
lling series of attacks is over. 

"We are afraid to go out to buy 
bread, afraid to send our children 
to school," said a father-of-two."I 
avoid passing party offices and 
watch out for cars carrying off- 
icials.” 

Fearful of an all-out offensive 
by pro-Syrian forces, he said even 
mat would be preferable to ran- 
dom bombings. “At least we can 


take shelter when there is she- 
lling." 

The bombings followed bloody 
street fighting in east Beirut on 
Jan. 15 to topple Elie Hobeika. 
who signed the pact for the pow- 
erful Falangist militia called the 
Lebanese Forces in Damascus on 
Dec. 28. 

Implementation of the pact 
would have slashed the powers of 
the presidency, held by Maronites 
since independence in 1943, and 
given more power to the opp- 
osition majority. 

The coup against Hobeika. in 
which at least 200 were killed, was 
led by his hard-line chief of staff 
Samir Geagea and backed by Fal- 
angist Party fighters loyal to Mr. 
Gemayel. 

Many senior Falangist pol- 
iticians were happy to see Hob- 
eika ousted, but the uprising — 
the third switch of direction by the 
militia in 10 months — fa fled to 
cement Falangist ranks. 


The Christians, comprising at 
most 43 per cent of Lebanon's 
population of three million, now 
appear more deeply divided than 
.ever along political and geo- 
graphical lines. 

Despite their current de facto 
alliance. Mr. Gemayel and Mr. 
Geagea are rivals for leadership of 
the Maronite heartland in east 
Beirut and mountains to the north 
and east. 

From his Syrian-controlled fie- 
ftiom in north Lebanon, former 
president and militia leader Sul- 
eiman Franjieh has joined Hob- 
eika and Muslim leaders in dem- 
anding Mr. Gemayel’s res- 
ignation. 

Mr. Fran j ieh makes no secret of 
his ha tied for Mr. Ge mayel , whom 
he describes as “die side head.” 
Despite his dose ties with Syria, 
however, he also opposes many of 


pro-Syrian militias — made up 
mostly of Christians — confront 
loyalist regular army troops. - 

Syria massed troops and art- 
illery above Bflcfaya after Hob- 
eika’ s downfall, which came the 
day after Mr. Gemayel defied Syr- 
ian President Hafez A1 Assad in 
Damascus by refusing to endorse 
the miHrin pact. 

Syrian leaders, furious at the 
collapse of their two-year effort to 
reconcile warring factions, have 
since shunned Mr. Gemayel, giv- 
ing tacit approval to the campaign 
to dislodge him. 


the peace pact's political reforms. 
After losing his east Beirut 


After losing his east Beirut 
base. Mr. Hobeika returned from 
a brief stay in Europe to rally sup- 
port in the Syrian-held Christian 
town of Zahle in east Lebanon- 
He has also inspected bat- 
tlelines around Mr. Gemayel’s 
home village of Bikfaya, where 


Two years ago, when opposition 
forces were flushed with victory 
over Mr. GemayePs U.S .-trained 
■army, the Syrians deflected dem- 
ands for his resignation, partly to 
try to convince Falangists that 
Syria could mediate fairly. 

Now, they appear to have lost 
patience. When six Maronite par- 
liamentarians went to Damascus 
this week to try to revive dialogue.: 
Vice-President Abdul Halim 
Khaddara is said to have told them 
Syria would not restrain its allies 
from military action to resolve the 
crisis. 


Calm returns 
to S. Yemen 
troublespot 


Shamir vows to track down Abu Nidal 


ZENJEBAR, South Yemen (AP) 
— White flags still fly atop scores 
of buildings and small mud houses 
ten days after government forces 
took control of this provincial cap- 
ital town of the eastern South 
Yemeni Abyan go ve mo rate, app- 
arently without firing a single bul- 
let. 

They were hoisted on television 
antennas and makeshift poles by 
frightened civilians who were told 
army units opposed to former Pre- 
sident AJi Nasser Mohammad 
would launch a major onslaught 
on his hometown province at the 
height of South' Yernea’s latest 
wave of violence. 

The troops entered Zenjebar 
without firing a single shot on Jan. 
25. They were greeted by 'friendly 


slogan -chan ting crowds, said Lt. 
Cot. Abdul- Wahed, one of the 


Col. Abdul- Wahed, one of the 
commanders of the local garrison. 

. What the advancing troops did 
find was a chilling series of reports 
of mass killings and selective ass- 
assinations plus widespread loo- 
ting and rampant corruption, said, 
the new governor of Abyan. Moh- 
ammad Ali A1 Qpirahi. 

Speaking to foreign reporters at 
his office in this sleepy rural town 
50 miles (80 kilometres) east of 
Aden. Mr.Qairahisaid the former 
president's men killed hundreds of 
array officers, party members and 
civilians before fleeing the pro- 
vince. 

The killings, he said, took place 
at an army garrison in the nearby 
village of Sheik Salem. 

In" Sheik Salem, 15 army off- 
icers who refused to defend Mr. 
Mohammad were rounded up and 
shot in a room. Their bodies were 
found later in a garbage dump, he 
said. 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — Foreign Min- 
ister Yitzhak Shamir vowed Tue- 
sday “the time will come” when 
Israel wfl] track down commando 
leader Abu Nidal. He did not rule 
out use of assassination teams in 
the hunt for the Palestinian. 

“You have to find ways to hit 
them (even) in the remote pla- 
ces Shamir said. 

The Israeli minister, in an int- 
erview with the Associated Press, 
also cal led on the United States to 
take steps against Syria, as it has 
against U>ya,forits alleged "sup- 
port of international terrorism.” 

The secretive group led by Abu 
Nidal, code name for Sabry A1 
Banna, a renegade from Yasser 
Arafat’s PLO, has been blamed 
for attacks at Rome and Vienna 
aiiports on Dec. 27. 

Italian investigators say at least 
some of the seven or more Arab 
gunmen travelled to Europe via 
Damascus, Syria, after being tra- 
ined in camps in Syrian-controlled 
areas of Lebanon. 

The U5. administration says 
the Abu Nidal operation received 
help from Libya, and Washington 
has irqposed US. -economic san- 
ctions against that North African 
country. 

The 70-year-old Shamir, a for- 
mer prime minister, is scheduled 
to take over the government top . 
spot again in September for two 
years, succeeding Shimon Peres, 
under a power-sharing agreement 
with Peres’ Labour Party. 

Shamir, as leader of the con- 
servative Likud Bloc, has been 
chief spokesman for the Israeli 
“hard line" fa political dealings 
with Arabs. As a former director 
of European operations for the Is-, 
raeli Intelligence Service Mossad. 
he has had first-hand experience 
in Israer s underground wars wife 
Palestinian groups. 

The foreign minister agreed 


that the dispersal of Palestinian 
commandos throughout the Mid- 
dle East after Israefs 1982 inv- 
asion of Lebanon has complicated 
efforts to locate and attack com- 
mando facilities. 

The Israelis were known to be 
considering a return to the ass- 
assination option in the fight aga- 
inst co mmand os. In an Israeli 
radio interview last month, Peres’ 


adviser Brig. -Gen. Gideon Mah- 
anairae described it as the "most 
successful way to combat ter- 
rorism.” 


On the subject of Syria, Shamir 
noted that the United States, “for 
their own reason,” has singled 
ou t Libya forpunitive action in the- 
aftermath of the Rome and Vie-’ 
nna attacks. 


Beirut battles renewed 


(Continued from page 1) 
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were killed and 15 wounded on 
Monday in the sixth bomb blast in 
east Beirut in 24 hours. 

But despite the increasing pre- 
ssures on the Maronite Christian 
leader to resign, aides to Mr. 
Gemayel sakl he remains det- 
ermined to cling to power until the 
end of his six-year term in Sep-, 
tember, 1988. 

As the security situation det- 
eriorated. raising fears thecountry 
is headed -for another round of 
civil war, Lebanon was faced with 
yet another crisis, the rapid dev- 
aluation of its currency. 

The central bank threw some 
b200 million into the money mar- 
ket Tuesday to prop up the pound 
after it hit a record trading low of 
■28.50 to the dollar. 

The Lebanese pound was worth 
50 cents in 1974, a year before the 
outbreak of Lebanon’s civQ war. 

"The man who blocked the tri- 
partite accord is responsible for 
our economic, social and security 
catastrophes... and for a strong 
return of the Israeli element to the 
Lebanese scene,” Mr. Berri said 
after returning from talks fa Dam- 
ascus on Monday. 

Syrian Vice-President Abdul 
Halim Khaddara, architect of the 
ill-fate peace pact was quoted on 
Tuesday as saying his government 


Mr. Pakiadouni bad said the 
"Lebanese Forces" command 
have assurances that the United 
States and Western Europe would 
not allow the Syrian array to enter 
any Christian area in Lebanon. 

U.S. Ambassador Reginald 
Bartholomew met Tuesday with 
Prime Minister Rashid Kara mi 
and told reporters afterwards the 
United States was “interested fa 
dialogue in Lebanon." 

Some newspapers interpreted 
the statement as an assurance that 
US. President Ronald Reagan’s 
administration supported a pea- 
cefully negotiated settlement rat- 
her than a battlefield showdown. 
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Soviets 

reportedly 

station 

ships off 

Israeli 

coast 


would not stop its allies from for- 
cing a military showdown in Leb- 
anon. 

Mr. Khaddara told a visiting 
delegation of Maronite Catholic 
parliament members in Damascus 
two days ago that “reliance by cer- 
tain Christians in Lebanon on U5.' 
intervention is an Qlusfon ” die 
Beirut daily AJ Anwar said. 

Mr. Khaddara was apparently 
responding to a statement by 
Karini Pakradouni, vice-chairman 
of foe p Chrjstiari “-Lebanese For- 
ces” tp(fitia, which depicted the 
Christian heartland north and nor- 
theast of Beirut as a “red line” for 
Syrian troops. 


planes arrive on Saturdays, while 
Israeli Air Force personnel obs- 


Israeli Air Force personnel obs- 
erve the Jewish Sabbath, and ret- 
urn immediately to their carriers 
after the practice. 

Newsweek says that although 
Washington had a standing offer 
for years to use Israeli training fac- 
ilities, UJS. Defence Secretary 
Caspar Weinberger reacted neg- 
atively until recently for fear.qf 
Arab criticism. 
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Four Libyans get life sentence in ,y. 


— «/ O .-Til*" 

Egypt for plotting to kill dissidents 

• '§ 


TEL AVIV ( AP) — The Soviet 
fleet has stationed a “spy ship” 
disguised as a fishing boat and two 
battleships off the Israeli coast, 
according to information sheets* 
distributed Tuesday by the Israel 


The ships, deployed at a dis- 
tance of 48 to 128 kilometres west 
of Israel, are part of an increased 
Soviet and American presence in 
the Mediterranean resulting from 
escalating tensions between the 
United States and Libya, the rep- 
ort said. 

The Jerusalem Post reported 
Tuesday that the Soviet Navy also 
sent in a third warship and two 
support vessels fa recent days. The 
English-language newspaper quo- 
ted a military source who was not 
identified by name. 

The intelligence ship has been 
sited in the area fa previous years, 
and its “fishing vessel dis guise has 
been betrayed by the high ant- 
ennae it sports,” the army said. 

The vessel monitors com- 
munications between military 
headquarters and various units, 
and relays them to Moscow, acc- 
ording to the Israeli information. 

The missile-armed Soviet bat- 
tleships, a Slava battle cruiser and 
a Krivak destroyer, are designed 
to act as a deterrent against a pos- 
sible U.S. attack on Libya and to 
&am of unusual activity by the 
Israeli Air Force, said the army. 

The Soviets do not maintain air- 
craft carriers as part of their Med- 
iterranean flotilla of some 40 ves- 
sels, unlike the U.S. Sixth Fleet 
which has two carriers: the Sar- 
atoga and Coral Sea. 

Israeli Navy officers have said fa 
foe past that Israel conducts aerial 
and naval patrols in an area ext- 
ending 75 kilometres off its coast! 
off its coast 

In another development. Def- 
ence Minister Y itzhak Rabin said 
foe Soviet Union bad recently 
supplied Syria with submarines. 

Speaking in a radio interview 
Monday, Rabin said that “there is 
great strengthening of foe fleets of 
Arab states.” 

He added that the Syrian Navy 
had ''grown both in quantity and 
quality in recent yean.” 

Meanwhile jets from foe U JS. 
Sixth Fleet in the Mediterranean 
have been practising precision 
attacks in Israel’s Negev Desert 
for more than three months, acc- 
ording to Newsweek. 

Quoting unidentified - Israeli 
sources, the American news wee- 
kly says in this week’s issue that to 
i.void attracting attention, foe 


ALEXANDRIA (Agencies) - 
Four Libyans were jailed for life 
with hard labour by an Egyptian 
i court Tuesday for plotting foe 
mass murder of about 30 exiled 
opponents of Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadhafi. 

Three other Libyans, tried in 
| their absence, were also convicted 
and sentenced to long prison sen- 
tences. 

The four men in court — You- 
ssef Nigra AJ Sirfi, Farahat Moh- 
ammad Sidiq, Saqr Abdullah 
Maidoun and Mihriz Mohammad 
-Omar — were arrested last Nov- 
ember after a 15-minute gun bat- 
tle with police at a ranch 60 kil- 
ometres west of Alexandria. 

The slate security court pro- 
secutor said they had planned to 
murder the exiles, including for-' 
mer Libyan Prime Minister Abdul 
Hamid A1 Bakoush, who were 
meeting at the ranch for lunch. 

The four admitted to illegal pos- 
session of arms but denied they 
had intended to murder foe ref- 
ugees. 

One defendant tried to illegal 
possession of arms but denied they 
had intended to murder foe ref- 
ugees. 

One defendant tried in his abs- 
ence , Abdul Salam A1 Zadma , was 
sentenced to 15 years in jail and 
fined S8.000 and 7,000 Egyptian 
pounds (S8.400). 

The prosecutor said Zadma 
master-minded foe plot with the 
personal approval of Col. Qad- 
hafi. 

The two others tried in their 
absence received 10-year sen- 
tences. 

A court official said the verdicts 
were final, with no appeal. 

Summing up Monday on the 
third day of hearings prosecutor 
Abdul Mawgood Barbarisaid Col. 
Qadhafi had been the brain beh- 
ind several plots against Egypt. 

“The man (Gaddafi) has been 


intoxicated with power, runs a 
chaotic state and became a blo- 
odthirsty and merciless dictator 
whose coffers were emptied on his 
adventures,” he said. 

In November 1984 Egypt det- 
ained two Britons and two Mal- 
tese. for allegedly {Hotting to mur- 
der Mr. Bakoush at Col. QadbafTs 
behest. They were eventually 
deported without being formally 
charged. 

In May 1985 Egyptian aut- 
horities said they had foiled a plot 
in which a Libyan agent linked to a 
Syrian-based “terrorist group" 
was to blow up the (J.S. embassy 
in Cairo. 

Cairo has repeatedly accused 
Libya of plotting sabotage in 
Egypt, its eastern neighbour, and 
blamed it for laying mines in the 
Red Sea in foe summer of 1984. 

Last November Egypt said it 
suspected Col. Qadhafi of being 
behind tbe hijacking to Malta of 
an Egyptair plane in which 60 
people were killed. 

Following foe hijacking, rel- 
ations between the two countries 
further deteriorated, with Egypt 
massing troops on its desert bor- 
der with Libya, scene of a four-day 
war between them in the summer 
of 1977. 

In Cairo, President Hosni Mub- 
arak told reporters be hoped 
Egypt and Libya would find “the 
proper way to solve their pro- 
blems without resorting to acts of 
sabotage and murder.” 

He said relations at preseat with 
Libya were not tense “as long as 
there are no sabotage acts.” 

Commenting on the court ver- 
dict, Mr. Mubarak said “they 
have committed a crime on Egy- 
ptian soil and thus faced trial 
under Egyptian laws. We do not 
intervene in courts and we don’t 
ask judges to issue soft or hard 
terms ...” 

When Mustafa Osman, pre- 


siding over foe three- judge court, 
read tbe sentences, all four def- 
endants shouted three times: - 
“Long Kve justice.” Prosecutors 
initially had demanded death for 
them and life terms forihe absent 
defendants. 

AU fourof the defendants fa the 
dock confessed when foe trial* 
opened on Saturday that they had 
tried to kill the Libyan dissidents 
last November under orders from 
their security service superiors; 
foe three others charged fa Uic 
case. 

The four, wearing white ove- 
ralls and beards grown since then % - 
arrests, said they were not happy ' ’ 
about their mission but that they 
had to follow orders or face uns- 
pecified punishment fa Libya. 

As the court sat Tuesday, pfa. ' 
indothedand uniformed Egyptian •* 
security officers ringed the baL 
lding housing foe state security 
c rimin al court for Alexandria. 

Interior Minister Ahmad Rus- -■ 
tidy announced the capture of the 
Libyans on Nov. ] 1 and said CoL 
Qadhafi 1 s regime had promised 
them and the man who later inf- 
ormed Egyptian authorities the 
equivalent of 5>22.5 million for tbe 
killings. 

In another action, the three- 
judge panel ordered confiscated a 
I an drover, what was left of the 
money foe defendants brought 
into Egypt and a cache of weapons * 
and ammunition in the vehicle.. ’’ 
Security police have reported* 
-impounding weapons including a 
submachine gun, four pistols with 
-silencers an d’eight hand grenades. 

Mr. Rushdy has said the four . 
were followed and videorape d 
from foe time they crossed Egypt's 
western border with Libya. 

Tapes shown repeatedly on 
Egyptian television showed the 
men in an Alexandria apartment 
that Mr. Rushdy said foe infohnfa - 
had rented. 


AIDS called reminder of religion’s merits 


KUWAIT (R) — ' Senior health 
experts discussing ways to stop the 
spread of the killer ailment AIDS 
were told Tuesday it should serve 
as a reminder of the merits of rel- 
igion. 

Delegates to tbe first con- 
ference fa the Middle East on 
Acquired Immune Deficiency 
Syndrome were also urged to ack- 
nowledge foe need for cases to be 
reported to the World Health 
jptganisgtiofl.^WHO) to ensure 
.proper counter measures. * ' ■/. ■ 

Officials from 24 North African 
and Eastern countries, from Tun- 
isia to Pakistan — most of them 
Islamic states — are attending. 

Hussein Gezaiiy, WHO reg- 
I fonal director and a former Saudi 
Arabian health minister, stressed 
the preventive role of religion in a 
paper to foe conference. 

“f see in this disease, which is 
essentially spread through abn- 
ormal sexual relations not per- 
mitted by any of the major rel- 
igions. a reminder to foe peoples 
of foe world to return to religious 
principles and practices and ref- 
rain from irresponsible pro- 
miscuity,” be said. 

“Even those who have a lesser 
faith must realise many of foe 
rules set down in religious codes 
were given to protect mankind 
‘and society.” 


Among some 20.000 cases dia- 
gnosed worldwide, AIDS so far 
has been most prevalent among 
.homosexuals, but has also att- 
acked intravenous drug users and 
recipients of blood transfusions. 

While positive action had been 
taken to provide safeguards aga- 
inst transmission of AIDS, such as 
blood screening, “other actions, I 
regret to say. (are) very far from 
being useful or practical,” Mr. 
Gezaiiy sift'd. 

" “Some might consider' dem-i 
and mg certificates of ‘freedom- 
from- AIDS’ from international 
passengers. This, among other 
things, -nay reinstate foe yellow 
auarantine flag-type of thinking, 
(but) to be practical have we asked 
ourselves how many laboratories 
are qualified to give such a cer- 
tificate?” 

Saudi Arabia last month dec- 
reed that ail foreigners wanting to 
visit foe kingdom must prove the- 
mselves free of AIDS. 

Without referring to Saudi 
Arabia by name, Mr. Gezaiiy 
said: “Surely WHO should be 
(asked) to advise before any such 
actions are considered since, to be 
effective, they must be und- 
ertaken collaboratively, not uni- 
laterally,” 

The Saadi Gazette newspaper 
this week quoted Bangkok’s amb- 


assador to the kingdom as saying : 
he was seeking to have foe req^- 
uirement waived for Thai migrant 
workers. 

Tests were costly, and only four 
AIDS cases had been reported in : 
Thailand, all among foreigners,.;' 
the ambassador was quoted as say- - 
fag. 

U.S. researchers last month 
reported two AIDS cases in Saudi 
Arabia, believed to-be tbe fast 
-tiroe-it had been identified fa, an 
•Tslaraic country. i 

Mr. Gezaiiy said many cou- 
n tries were reluctant to divulge 
information about AIDS because __ 
it affected mainly homosexuals, — 
but it was essential they overcame 
this feeling. 

"Only if WHO enjoys the fall 
confidence of die ministries of*" 
health can it play its part fa com- , 
batting a disease that could easily 


become a modem scourge if aljr 
owed to go unchecked.’* he said? 


owed to go unchecked’* he said? 

Officials at the conference said 
only a handful of AIDS cases had 
been reported fa the Middle East 
and the actual number was pro- 
bably not much higher. They dec- 
lined to give details. 

Conference Chairman Kazem 
Behbehaniof Kuwait said the Eas- 
tern Mediterranean fell into a 
low-risk category at this stage. 
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visit 


AMMAN (J.T.) ^ Mr. Giorgio 
’*■ - GiaroigetH, ttomndsnoner geggral 

. , . pf the. United Natioos Refief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) Tue- 
. sday left Ammanf or V ienna at the 
-i : i end pf a several day visit to Jor- 
j'c dan. 

■ r During his visit, Mr, Giacomdli 

held . talks : with Prime Minister 
Zakt AJ Rifai and other officials 
with whom he reviewed 
UNRWA's financial sitnation and 
■■ .. the recurreat deficit , in the age- 
v ncy’s budget Mr. Giacomelfi tou- 
■ red a number of Palestinian ref- 
ugee camps in Jordan and cook 
part in a congress on the agency's 
services in the field of education 
and health. . 

- • '■ The two-day congress discussed 
: working papers on UNRWA’s 

' services and Mr. Giacomelfi voi- 

■- . ~ ced optimism over the possibility ‘ 
of raising sufficient funds to meet 
the agency’s deficit. Ho said he is 
planning a tour of countries in the 
-[/' Gulf regioo, and the United States 
‘ • in a bid to raise more funds to 
1 ■ finance UNRWA's operations. 

Mr. Giacomelfi said UNRWA 
will try hard to avoid any cuts in 
services to - Palestinian refugees 
and will urge donor nations to ful- 
fil their commitment to the age- 
. hey. 

Congress discusses education 

* programmes 

The congress, which grouped 
representatives of 100 Non- 
Governmental Organisations, 

. Tuesday disaissed UNRWA’s 
education programmes over the 
past two years. 

Dt.' Hikmat Ai Kazimi, 
UNRWA education supervisor, 

■ presented a working paper on the 
subject.' His paper said that 
UNRWA has been providing 

'comprehensive educational pro- 

!♦ . grammes to nearly two mflfion 
Palestinian children in the Arab 
. countries hosting refugees and 
" supplying all the needed equ- 

* ip mart and famehmg aids for the 

■ * purpose. In addition, UNRWA 

last year offered 353 students sch- 
' olarships to continue their uni- 
. 1 vereity studies in Arab countries. 

Dr. Kazimi added. 

■ The paper also said that 
UNRWA faces growing, burdens 
' in view of the fact that the number 
of school children continues to 
wacax wtiKh wajraats opening 
mdre schools ahd supplying 
equipment and teaching aklirat a 
• time wbea UNRWA faces a def- 
icit in its budget. 





The Lower House of Parliament in session on Tuesday 


Petra photo 


Haj Hassan requests employers 
to abide by labour regulations 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minister of 
Labour and Social Development 
Kbaled AI Haj Hassan has issued 
an appeal to Jordanian bus- 
inessmen and industrialists to 

cooperate fully With his minis try in 
its drive to control the Jordanian 
labour market and he requested 
them to refrain from offering jobs 
to non-Jordanians without proper 
work permits or offering non- 
Jordanian citizens jobs that could 
be filled by local people. 

Speaking at a meeting with the 
board of directors of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry, the minister 
■said that it is a national duty to 
help find employment for Jor- 
danians and to contribute towards 
safeguarding national interests. 

The recent measures adopted 
by the Ministry of Labour resulted 
from tiie growing number of Jor- 
danians seeking employment and 
are an attempt to stop employers 
from giving jobs, to non- 
Jordanians if local substitutes are 
available, Mr. Haj Hassan pointed 
out 

He said that the Labour Min- 
istry was facilitating the work of 
businessmen and was continuing 
to issue work permits in order not 
to impede production but he emp- 
hasised that cooperation saf- 
eguard -rational imprests *is ; urg- 
ently required. :y • 

The Ministry of Labour has ref- 
erred 1,400 employers to court 


NEWS IN BRIEF 

Envoy to Spain presents credentials 

MADRID (J.T.) — Jordan's Ambassador to Spain Mohammad 
AJ Udwan has presented his credentials to King Juan Carlos. 
During the presentation ceremony King Juan and Dr. Udwan 
exchanged views on the latest developments in Arab-Spanish 
relations. 

Senate to debate JMC law today 

AMMAN (J T.) — The Upper House of Parliament wfll convene 
today to review a number of draft laws referred to it by the Lower 
House. Among matters to be. discussed is a decision by the 
House's legal committee on the Jordan Medical Council Law. The 
committee has recommended that the House reject most ame- 
ndments to the law which were endorsed by the Lower House. 
These amendments are connected with new examinations for 
medical specialists which would prevent specialists practising wit- 
hout the council's certificate. The committee has recommended 
that the initial examinations set for specialists remain in force. 

IDB grants loans to new businesses 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Industrial Development Bank (IDB) 
' has granted 25 loans totalling JD 73,900 to local craftsmen. The 
bank said in a statement that the loans went to aluminium, iro- 
nworks, photography, dressmaking, upho&erybuilding, hairing 
m ^iiran tfai si ne sre? and to maintenance workshops for cars. The 
various businesses are located in Amman, Salt, Zarqa, Karak and 
Iibid. 

Court sentences Captagon user. . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The military court has sentenced Awad 
Abduttah Aish to two months in prison andfmed him JD 50 for 
possessing and using Captagon tablets. The military governor has 
endorsed the sentence. 

JPMC announces January figures . 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Jordan Phosphates Mines Company 
(JPMC) produced 497,000 tonnes of phosphates during January 
1986- JPMC sales during the same period amounted to 490,000 
tonnes,- 410,000 tonnes of which were exported while 80,000 
tonnes were supplied to theJordan Fertilisers Industry Company 
in Aqaba . 

Aqaba Municipality supports societies 

AQABA (Petra) — Aqaba Municipality has donated JD 1,000 to 
the local women’s union and the youth club and JD 250 to a local 
society that cares for handicapped children. A ^municipality sta- 
lenient said that tire donation was made in a^bid to enable local 
institutions to cany out .social and youth activities. 

Organisations to study fishing . 

AQAB A(Pctra)— ’ The Jordan Cooperative Organisation (JCQ) 
and the 'Aqaba Region Authority (ARA) wfll conduct a joint 
study on purchasing fishing boats to be pat at the disposal of die 
fishermen's society in Aqaba to enable the society to expand its 
activities. The two organisations will also conduct a secondstudy 
oa fish ferinisgin the Golf of Aqaba. 


because they have violated the 
ministry regulations, and it has 
also introduced amendments to 
the existing labour law imd- 
erwhich fines wfll be imposed on 
employers violating the law and 
employing non-Jordanian wor- 
kers without proper work permits, 
the minister The ame- 

ndments should by no means int- 
erpreted as a measure to stop bus- 
inessmen, employers or factories 
from employing foreign workers 
butra ther it is a way of controlling ■ 
the labour market, he continued. 
The ministry wfll continue to help 
businesses obtain their needs of 
foreign labour if priority in emp- 
loyment is first granted to Jor- 
danians. Mr. Haj Hassan added. 

Training programmes 

He said that measures issued by 
the government from time to time 
are designed to give protection to 
local industries and therefore the 
Ministry of Labour hopes that fac- 
tory owners wfll increase training 
programmes for Jordanian wor- 
kers to enable them to replace 
non-Jordanians Irving in Jordan 
on a temporary basis. The minister 
cited cooperation between the 
Vocational T^alningX^rporati^n 
(VTC) and To^ ihdUstrial otg- 
• amsatkms which; he said, has ena- 
bled the country to have sufficient 
numbers of well-trained people to 


work in local organisations and 
factories. 

Mr. Haj Hassan announced that 
the VTC has started conducting 
aptitude tests for non-Jordanian 
workers and te chni cians to ensure 
that they are up to the required 
standard. 

The - minister underlined the 
importance of coordination bet- 
ween employers, workers and the 
government in seminars and int- 
ernational conferences organised 
by the Arab Labour Organisation 
(ALO) and the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO). He 
also said that the government has 
been in contact with Arab cou- 
ntries to support the nomination 
of a Jordanian from the Amman 
Chamber of Industry to fill the 
post of ALO's assistant director 
general. 

At the meeting, it was ann- 
ounced that the Amman Chamber 
of Industry will issue a circular to 
all industrialists, factory owners 
and other employers urging them 
to cooperate fully with the Min- 
istry of Labour and that it will do 
all it can to help implement the 
provisions of the labour law and 
other relevant regulations. 

Dr. Mansour U turn, director - of 
employment at the Ministry of 
:Labour and the mmistiy's Under 
secretary Dr. Saleh AT Kha- 
sawneh, were present at the mee- 
ting. 


Public criticise TCC phone 
bill collection methods 


By Sa’ad G. Hatter 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The recent dis- 
connection of some 10.000 tel- 
ephone lines by the Tel- 
ecommunications Corporation 
(TCC) has prompted harsh cri- 
ticism from the public regardin g 
the TCCs methods of collecting 
payments. 

■ A number of subscribers int- 
erviewed by the Jordan Times 
expressed dissatisfaction over 
"unfair and large payments" 
which they said, were far from 
being ‘'realistic or accurate Oth- 
ers contended that they had to pay 
their subscription twice; the first 
payment to the Housing Bank 
which accepts telephone bill pay- 
ments for the TCC and when they 
receive the next bill with the same 
payment they gave to the Housing 
Bank added to the payment due. 

One subscriber said that TCC 
regulations state that complaints 
are not to be dealt with before the 
payment is collected “and so by 
the time we file the complaint, itis 
too late to get our money back." 

According to TCC Operations 
and Investment Department Dir- 
ector Abdul Rahman AI Hindieh, 

the TCC has only disconnected 
the lines of subscribers who did 
not pay -their bills for 1984. Those 
who have not paid their 1985 sub- 
scription fees were not affected tty 
the measure, Mr. Hindieh told the 


Jordan Times. 

He said the TCC has decided to 
allow payments to be spread over 
1 2 months, instead of twice a year. 
Mr. Hindieh explained the new 
method reduces the amount of 
money due in each payment which 
would make it easier for sub- 
scribers to fulfil their subscription 
fees. 

Referring to tome complaints 
over repeated payments for sub- 
scriptions, Mr. Hindieh contended 
that the TCC does not compound 
bills as they. are issued on a mon- 
thly basis without adding previous 
bills. This is done automatically by 
the computer, he explained. 

Mr. Hindieh said that sub- 
scribers must pay their overdue 
bills in addition to a reconnection 
fee of J D 5 before the corporation 
will reconnect their lines. 

A TCC source quoted by AI 
D us tour newspaper said pay merits 
due on disconnected lines amo- 
unted to JD 6 million. 

Speaking about telephone fees, 
Mr. Hindieh said every subscriber 
is entitled to 1,000 units per 
annum as part of their sub- 
scription fee. Every unit is six 
minutes and any extra unit over 
1 ,000 wfll be charged at a rate of 
10 fils per unit, he explained. 

Mr. Hindieh concluded that the 
disconnection of unpaid lines was 
inevitable as the TCC asked the 
public several times to meet their 
payments but for.no avail. 


British ships to visit Aqaba 


AMMAN (J.T.) - Three British 
ships wfll visit Aqaba from Feb. 7 
to 10. HMS Newcastle, HMS Jup- 
iterandJRFA Brambleleaf wfll arr- 
ive directly from Djibouti after 
.participating in last month’s 
multi-national rescue operation 
off Aden together with the Royal 
Yacht Britannia. 

During foe: four-day visit, the 
commanding officers wfll pay a 
number of official calls in Aqaba 
and Amman and together with the 
.ships’ companies wfll have the 
opportunity to visit Petra arid 
.cotov a few days relaxation in 
Aqaba itscl t They. sailed from 
Portsmouth last October, 
by Captain PErskine,isone cf the 
Royal Navy’s type 42 guided mis- 
sile destroyers which form tire 
ba ckbon e of the fleet’s anti-air 
warfare forces. She is ai«> equ- 
ipped for surface and submarine 


targets ancl carries a complement 
of some 280 men. With Com- 
mander R. Bridges at the helm, 
HMS Jupiter is a Leander dass 
frigate, a modem vessel equipped 
for service in the eighties and on 
into tee nineties. She is 373 feet 
long and her company numbers 
220. The role of RFA Bra- 
mbleleaf, an oil tanker, com- 
manded by Captain O. Lynch, is to 
provide supportfor 0 k fleet whilst 
on tee hi g h sea. 
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Lower House gives prime minister 
authority to lease state-owned land 

Parliament session approves amendment to promote agricultural production 


By Rana Sabbagh 
Jordan Tbnes Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower House of Parliament hag 
entrusted the prime minister with complete aut- 
hority to lease state lands in the Kingdom to any 
person or organisation for agricultural purposes 
after deputies approved an amendment to the 1986 
law on the administration of state lands which was 
forwarded to them at the outset of Tuesday's par- 
liament session. 


Reasons for the amendment, as 
stated by the Prime Ministry, were 
that the former law did not give 
the prime minister power to lease 
state lands and that the ame- 
ndment .will support the gov- 
ernment's drive towards achieving 
national food security. 

The Prime Ministry’s exp- 
lanations, which urged the bouse 
to endorse the amendment, said 
that the government intends to 
lease land iu the south and east for 
agricultural purposes especially 
for cultivating wheat, fodder ana 
increasing animal wealth in order 
to achieve national food security. 
Deputy Abdullah AI Akail eh pro- 
tested against House Speaker 
Akef AI Fayez's suggestion to 
adjourn Tuesday’s session for the 
legal committee to study the law 
and formulate its rec- 
ommendations prior to endorsing 
the amendment. Dr. Akaileh 
asked how an amendment could 
be studied and approved in half an 
hour and suggested that the com- 
mittee study it overnight for app- 
roval during the coming session. 
Deputy Ati Abu Eriz countered 
Dr. Akaileh ’s request and told tee 
bouse that there was no reason not 
to endorse the amendment on the 
spot as the reasons for it were jus- 
tified. 

But Deputy Da'oud Da'oud 
suggested tee house approve the 
amendment immediately or that 
the committee meets to draft its 
suggestions. Mr. Fayez ordered 
the committee to meet and tee 
session was broken for 30 min- 
utes. The amendment was later 
approved. 

Observers linked Tuesday’s 
approval of the amendment with 
two earlier cabinet decisions all- 
owing Arab investors to Invest in 
Jordan’s health, agricultural, tra- 
nsport, industrial and medical sec- 
tors and another to study tee Kin- 
gdom's southern and eastern reg- 
ions for their agricultural pot- 
ential. 

According to Ministry of Agr- 
iculture sources, out of tee Kin- 
gdom’s total area of 92.000 square 
kilometres, 75.000 square kil- 
ometres are state-owned lands. 
Soils in the south and east regions 
are highly saline and the gov- 
ernment has guaranteed investors 
teat it would make available all 
infrastructure services needed for 
cultivating these lands, the min- 
istry sources explained. 

JVFA’s difficulties 

. In 'toother development during 
Tuesday’s session, tee house 
committee for agriculture urged 
the government to support tee 
Jordan Valley Farmer’s Ass- 
ociation (JVFA). The agricultural 


Water from 
Deir Alla 
fit to drink, 
JVA says 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jordan 
Valley Authority (JVA) is pum- 
ping more than 4,000 cubic metres 
of water a day from Deir Alla sta- 
tion in the central Jordan Valley to 
different regions of A mman and 
the water is clean, potable and in 
accordance with standards set by 
the World Health Organisation, 
according to a JVA spokesman 
who was quoted by AI Ra’i Arabic 
daily newspaper in a report pub- 
lished Tuesday. The spokesman 
said that the JVA could increase' 
this amount of water to 5,000 
cubic metres a day if requested to 
do so. 

In answer to a question about 
reports that turbid water was com- 
ing out of taps in people’s homes, 
the spokesman said that teams of 
experts employed to check the 
water on a constant basis have 
reported that the water which is 
being pumped from Deir Alla to 
the capital is one hundred per cent 
pure and fit for drinking. 

He went on to say that the Dab- 
ouq water tower, which has a cap- 
acity of 200,000 cubic metres, is 
functioning normally and sup- 
plying the Amman area with water 
teat has been thoroughly tested. 
The water tower and tee equ- 
ipment installed for testing tee 
water cost JD 9 million, tee spo- 
kesman added.* 

He continued that low rainfall 
for tek season will have a direct 
negative effect o a underground 
water reserves.- ■ 


committee rapporteur Khaled AI 
Fayyad briefed the house on tee 
committee's earlier meetings with 
Minister of Agriculture Ahmad 
Dakhqan who outlined the num- 
erous difficulties facing the agr- 
icultural sector and fanners. 

Mr. Fayyad said that these main 
difficulties as stated tty Mr. Dak- 
hqan are revenues, loans and 
marketing problems which have 
not been solved due to tee lack of 
a comprehensive and integrated 
agricultural policy. 

Quoting Mr. Dakhqan. Mr. 
Fayyad said that there are 14 sep- 
arate agricultural institutions 
which together have hindered the 
implementation of any com- 
prehensive plan. The minister said 
that the Higher Committee for 
Agriculture was established to 
coordinate the various efforts and 
to draw up a comprehensive and 
well-rounded agricultural plan. 
The agricultural committee has 
endorsed the council's efforts and 
has urged the government to 
immediately execute the council's 
.recommendations, Mr. Fayyad 
said. 

After tee committee had aired 
its suggestions. Prime Minister 
Zaid Ai Rifai commented on their 
remarks and on the Kingdom’s 
policy for agriculture. Referring to 
the JVFA. Mr. Rifai harshly cri- 
ticised the association saying that 
the bask reasons which called for 
its establish men tin 1974 have not 
been realised. He did not ela- 
borate but said: "Numerous rea- 
sons have contributed to the fai- 
lure of tee association which I can 
not mention now." 

The government, which has 
always supported the association 
is now incapable of solving its 
: "financial fiasco" largely due to 
- tee JVFA extending numerous 
loans which have not been col- 
lected, Mr. Rifai said. 

Citing examples of tee JVFA’s 
debts he said: "The association’s 
expected payments for 1986 are 
JD 57,000 whereas its acc- 
umulated debts wfll amount to JD 
1,600,000. The JVFA's current 
assets which are JD 2 million are 
mostly lent as loans to farmers, 
while the federation’s 1985 ear- 
nings were JD 17,700 while its 
payments exceeded J D 1 mil Don. 

According to Mr. Rifai a sho- 
rtfall in tee association’s adm- 
inistration is teat tee JVFA law 
gave farmers ten seats in its board 
of directors while tee government , 
is represented by only five seats. 
"In many cases, the board of dir- 
ectors gave loans without solid, 
guarantees," he said, adding that 
the association's administrative 
body, including employees, has 
spent more than JD 200,000 
which is four times tee expected- 


earnings for 1986. 

Mr. Rifai said (hat tee Prime 
Ministry's committee for finance 
and economy wfll, in its first mee- 
ting. discuss an actual and app- 
licable visualisation for the JVFA. 
its aims and its fixture. 

"In 1 ight of what I have j ust exp- 

lained, I hope teat the bouse agr- 
ees that a solution at tee grass 
roots level should be formulated 
rather than extending more moral 
and financial support to the JVFA 
as was suggested by the agr- 
iculture committee," he said. 

Mr. Rifai reassured tee house 
of his government’s commitment 
to solve all problems impeding the 
agricultural sector’s progress and 
added tea t be will inform the dep- 
uties on tee cabinet’s economic 
and finance resolutions for the 
association. Mr. Rifai elaborated 
on the committee's comments 
regarding Jordan’s agricultural 
policy and said teat the agr- 
icultural council, which is rep- 
resented by all authorities wor- 
king in this field, is working to ach- 
ieve a comprehensive policy for 
tee Kingdom's agricultural sector. 

‘ ‘ We hope to conclude all our con- 
sultations and deliberations in 
order to remedy all the agr- 
icultural problems as soon as pos- 
sible." Mr. Rifai continued. 

Deputies Rizk AI Bataineh, 
Fawzi Shaker Touaimeh and 
Wahid AI Ja'abari who spoke bef- 
ore the prime minister's exp- 
lanations, urged tee government 
to incorporate the private agr- 
icultural sector in their dis- 
cussions. to encourage farmers to 
grow fruit trees in ark areas and to 
provide more faciliiies at low cha- 
rges. 

The first to speak in Tuesday’s 
session was Deputy Bataineh who 
asked the government to brief the 
house on the latest Jordanian pol- 
itical moves in tee regional and 
international arena. It is up to tee 
prime minister to decide when he 
is to inform deputies and whether 
, tee briefing would be carried out 
in an open or closed session, be 
said. 

A brief debate also broke out 
during Tuesday's session on tee 
election of an assistant to the 
house speaker since this position 
became vacant when Deputy 
Na’im AI Tell passed away a 
month ago. 

Hussein nominated as 
assistant to speaker 

Deputy Zuhair Zoukan AI Hus- 
sein of Balqa was nominated for 
tee post by Deputy Farah Abu 
Jaber, while Deputy Da’oud nom- 
inated Aqaba Deputy Abu EPiz 
for tee same position. Mr. Fayez 
said teat house elections should be 
carried out but the Aqaba deputy 
withdraw his nomination con- 
ceding the post to Deputy Hus- * 
sein. 

The house scrapped a rec- 
ommendation which was for- 
warded by Dr. Ahmad AI Koufahi 
on issuing health insurance cards 
to poor Jordanians and referred 
another recommendation to the 
house administrative committee 
on tee feasibility of establishing a 
ministry for animal wealth. 

Mr. Rifai. commenting on Dr. 


Koufahi's suggestion, said that 
poor citizens can obtain case study 
certificates from the Ministry of 
Social Development which ent- 
ities teem to free medical tre- 
atment cards. In other hardship 
cases, the prime minister said that 
the Ministry of Health issues them 
with medical insurance cards and 
in critical cases the government 
sends Jordanians for treatment 
abroad and pays their expenses. 

In Tuesday's session, the house 
committee for tourism and exp- 
atriates' affairs also briefed the 
bouse on its deliberations which 
focused on how to encourage inv- 
estments in the tourism sector. 

The committee's rapporteur 
Edward Kha mis said teat all mee- 
tings were attended by tee tourism 
minister who pledged his min- 
istry's efforts to upgrade the tou- 
rism sector and to offer new fac- 
ilities during the 1986-1990 dev- 
elopment plan. 

Law amendments endorsed 

The house also endorsed eight 
amendments to previous laws as 
they were presented by the 
house's legal committee. These 
temporary laws are: Number 29 of 
the 1974 law on the general bud- 
get: no. 19 of the 1975 law app- 
roving a loan agreement between 
Jordan and tee International 
Development Fund to finance the 
second phase of the 1975 edu- 
cation project; no. 5 of the 1976 
law on approving trade coo- 
peration and exchange between 
Jordan and Syria; no. 8 of tee 
1 983 law approving an agreement 
between Jordan and the Arab 
Fund for So do and Economic 
Development to finance the fifth 
Arab telecommunications pro- 
ject; no. 11 of a 1983 law app- 
roving a loan agreement between 
Jordan and the Islamic Bank for 
financing part of the Zarqa water 
and sewerage project; no. 30 for 
1983 law approving a loan agr- 
eement between Jordan and tee 
Kuwaiti Fund for Arab Economic 
Development to raise tee capacity 
of tee King Talal Dam; no. 3 1 of 
1 983 law approving an agreement 
between Jordan and the Int- 
ernationa] Bank for Development 
and- Reconstruction to fund tee 
Amman traffic network and 
Amman Municipality services. 

The legal committee also app- 
roved article no. 23 of the 1975 
temporary law on roads, which 
regulates tee rights and duties of 
both the Ministry of Public Works 
and the owners of land in cases 
where the ministry plans to start 
projects, open roads or extend its 
services. 

The main item under the app- 
roval law sta!'** that each land 
owner has the right io state his 
complaint to the Ministry of Pub- 
lic Works whereas the earlier law 
gave the ministry the right to cany 
out its services without hearing 
any complaints. 

The legal committee also scr- 
apped both temporary law no. 34 
of 1977 on an amendment to tee 
roads law and another similar 
amendment to tee 1983 law on 
roads saying that both laws were 
incorporated into article no. 23 of 
tee 1975 roads law. 


Jordan denounces Israeli ‘air piracy’ 


(Condoned from page 1) 
involvement at all," Defence 
Department spokesman Robert 
Sims told Reuters. 

Sims denied a report by tee Lib- 
yan news agency JANA teat U.S. 
warships in the Mediterranean 
had used electronic surveillance to 
guide tee Israelis to the Libyan 
plane. 

JANA said U.S. navy units had 
helped tee "Zionist pirates" with 
information on flight movements 
of tee plane. 

The Tripoli conference, the 
opening of which was attended by 
the Syrian delegation headed by 
Mr. Ah mar, issued a statement 
warning tee US. 

The 22 Arab movements taking 
part in tee meeting agreed Tue- 
sday to form a suicide strike force 
to hit at American interests "wit- 
hin the United States and thr- 
oughout the world” in case of Uf>. 
attacks on Libya or any other 
Arab Nation. 

A three-day meeting of the 
“AIEed Leadership of the Rev- 
olutionary Forces of the Arab Nat- 
ion” meeting under the cha- 
irmanship of Libyan leader Mua- 
ramar Qadhafi issued a com- 
munique warning of increased int- 
ernational violence. 

The statement said the meeting 
'"explored ways to intensify the 
! struggle... in confronting Zionist 
and imperialist plots and con- 
! spiracies.” 

The meeting followed week- 
long U.S. navy exercises off tee 
Libyan coast and Washington 
reports that tee U.S. aircraft car- 
riers Saratoga and the COral Sea 
might return to the area. 

The resolution said the U.S.- 
Libyan confrontation had proved 


teat "tee flexing of muscles and. 
aggressive threats and pro- 
vocations do not terrorise nations 
and that tee defeat of imperiahsm- 
is not only possible but ine- 
vitable." 

The meeting vowed to "mob- 
ilise Arab military and popular 
forces to... burn tee ground under 
the feet of American imperialists 
and their allies... if they dared to 
attack tee Jamahiriya (Libya) or 
any other Arab Nation.” 

The "Allied Leadership," hea- 
ded by Col. Qadhafi and set up last 
year, groups the PFLP. the 
PFLP-General Command, the 
Lebanese Communist and Soc- 
ialist parties, tee Iraqi National 
Democratic Front and other Arab 
groups. 

The participants included Dr. 
Habash. PFLP-GC leader Ahmad 
Jibri), Nayef Hawatmeh, leader of 
the Democratic Front for the Lib- 
eration of Palestine, and Saaed 
Musa , leader of a dissident wing of 


the Palestine Liberation Org- 
anisation (PLO). 

The A merican «mctions against 
Libya were i mposed following att- 
acks in Rome and Vienna att- 
ributed by tee administration of 
President Ronald Reagan to tee. 
"Fateh Revolutionary Council” of 
Sabri AI Banna — alias Abu 
NidaL 

Abu Nidal was not seen at tee 
Tripoli meeting, but his second- 
in-command Abu Nizal sat in the 
front row of the approximately 
200 delegates. 

Israel meanwhile conceded that, 
it failed attempt to capture a Pal- 
estinian guerrilla leader. 

"We did not achieve our aim," 
Israeli Defence Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin told parliament. 

"We hoped to catch a big fish 
but failed," a senior official told 
Reuters. 

Israel meanwhile conceded that 
it failed to achieve its aim of the 
hijacking. 


Kohl confirms swap 


(Continued from page 1) 

■leak of the planned exchange thr- 
ough the right-wing West German 
tabloid Bild. Moscow normally 
; treats such actions with the utmost 
secrecy, rarely acknowledging 
their conduct publicly. 

pie iron-ordered Glienicke 
Bridge, half West Beilin territoiy 
and the olher half East German, is - 
sealed by a red-and-white barrier 
on this side and is normally open 
only to U.S., British and French 
military traffic. 

The Western allies use it to' 
reach their official military mis- 


sions, set up in East Ger man y 
under post-World War n agr- 
eements with Moscow. 

The eastern bank of the wat- 
erway is skirted by high, razor- 

^l^^cestfaatformpartof 
the 165.7-kilometre Berlin Wall, 
built by East Germany almost 25 
years ago. 

The West Gferman sources said 
they could give no details about 
the size of the planned prisoner 
exchange but that the release of 
dissident human rights activist 
Shcharansky, 37, was part of the 
deal. 
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Pretoria’s fake gesture 


ALTHOUGH there might have been no dement of surprise in the 
Sooth- African regime's proclamation that it is willing to “share” 
power with blacks, the timing of the declaration seems to have beat 
carefully studied so as to attract the maximum world attention to the 
“gracious, goodwill'’ gesture of the white minority rulers. If any- 
thhig, Pretoria's gesture towards the Machs is aimed at showing the 
international community that the whites are really serious about 
gnmtfag some form of power to the Macks — those unfortunate people 
. who saw thee- land, their rights and freedom expropriated by invaders 
who could care little for justice and right as tong as their colonial and 
financial rads were served. 

What Is being offered to the blacks of Smith Africa now? Mem- 
bership in a council that has no power or say in the running of their 
affairs? “Relaxed" rules that allow them to move around in their own 
homeland? A promise that they would not be kicked out of white 
neighbourhoods at the first instance? 

Mr. Botha of course can do better than that. He could tell them the 
new offer inq>lies that whites w31 continue to deckle what is good and 
what is bad for the sons of the blade, homeland, and ensure that the 
new proposal guarantees mute black acceptance of continued opp- 
ression read mam tarns their money-making machines oiled by Mack 
Mood. 

Mr. Botha could also tell them the new offer stems from an inc- 
reasing concern in Pretoria that a situation beyond white control is in 
the offing if the widespread anti-apartheid protests remain unbridled. 
Precisely, it is only intended as a one-tray bridle, which, once allowed 
to ensnare the blacks, wOl only tighten. The South African leader 
should not forget to add that the new offer is the brainchild of die 
mDfonaire industrialists In South Africa who are alarmed Over the 
prospect of contmued unrest which, threatens to cripple their money- 
vending machines which use Mack human “horses” at cheap costs. 

It is funny to hear Mr. Botha speak of his regime “outgrowing the 
outdated concept of apartheid.” Is his concept of a statutory council 
including Hack representatives having no real power a “modern” 
idea? Perhaps he forgets that the world's memory is still fresh of the 
■ centuries-old colonial practice to prop op a team of obedient servants 
to act as the figurehead of a colony. During the days of the British 
empire the idea worked viery weD, but people have grown wiser now. It 
is obvious that the Pretoria regime has no short- or long-term plan 
ever to give an iota of power-to the Macks. .The most concrete sign of 
the whites' contmued and unlimited greed for power, money and 
black subservience is the regime’s total refusal to consider the one- 
man -one- vote system for the blacks. The stark reminder that the day 

of such a poll will be the last day in power for the minority whites in | 

South Africa is the most foreboding thought for Messrs Botha and 
Company. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

Al Ra’i: Lebanon’s continued bloodshed 

THE situation in Lebanon is now so complicated that it seems as 
though only a miracle can bring peace to that country. Whenever a 
solution is looming in the offing, evil forces inside and outside that 
country join ranks to undermine security by blowing up car bombs 
and pursuing sniper firing or by abducting citizens. All these bitter 
years of civil war in Lebanon have not been enough to bring back to 
the Lebanese any sense and a realisation that they are committing 
suicide and continuing a drive to destroy their country. The civil war 
seems to have given birth to a generation of evil forces that regard 
peace in Lebanon as their arch foe and are now implementing every 
scheme to destroy it. These evil forces have the same interests as 
those of the enemies of the Arab World who seek to maintain a 
divided Lebanon so that it would be easy to control or dominate it. 
The situation has deteriorated to a degree where you cannot decide 
which groups are really involved and against whom. We have hoped 
that the Damascus acoord would finally bring peace to Lebanon, but 
it seems that since the warring groups are still in disagreement and 
have now resorted to arms again, that only a miracle can settle the 
civil war and bring security to Lebanon. 

Al Dustour: Israel’s deception 

STATEMENTS issued by Israeli government leaders including 
Prune Minister Shimon Peres indicate that Israel is determined to 
impose its own concept of peace on the Arabs and that it wants to 
dictate its own terms and conditions. This simply means imposing 
capitulation on the Arabs whose lands and homes have been usurped 
rad rights taken away from them by force. After his European tour, 
Peres returned to the same tone in his political speeches with regard 
to the Middle East issue. His statements have been more aggressive 
than ever before and they are quite contrary to the sweet tone he 
presented to the European leaders. We have had a long experience in 
dealings wife Israel and its tactics and we realise that the Israelis want 
to i mpose their will and their terms on the Arabs and perpetuate their 
bold over the tr land. We have been warning fee world nations against 
fee tricks which Israel plays and continue to play and the plots it 
hatches here and there for the sake of deceiving the Europeans and 
fee rest of the world. Since the moment he returned to Israel, Peres 
had been involved in making statements feat reveal Israel's arr- 
ogance and aggressiveness and total refusal of fee idea of establishing 
peace wife fee help of the international community. 


Sawt Al Shaab: UNRWA’s plight 

THE recurrent deficit in the budget of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency (UNRWA) and the drop in the level of services 
offered to the refugees reflect fee international community’s loss of 
interest in the Palestine issue. This situation is being aggravated wife 
the fresh Israeli onslaught on the Arab and Islamic institutions and 
holy places. Since Israel occupied the West Bank in 1967, UNRWA 
has been facing growing difficulties in raising sufficient funds because 
fee donor nations have been pressured by the Zionist movement to 
refrain from extending any further assistance to the refugees. 
UNRWA faced even harder times during the Zionist invasion of 
Lebanon because fee invasion brought about additional burdens to 
the agency. UNRWA has been trying to sympathise with fee refugees 
and to offer them all possible help, but its work had been exposed to 
obstacles and more '*h<d lenees. The absence of security and fee lack 
of peace in fee area makes things difficult for every one particularly 
fee refugees who struggle to regain their dignity and their freedom. 
The international community should bear responsibility towards the 
refugees and should enable UNRWA to shoulder its heavy task. 


Peace is tHe real target of the airport atrocities 


By Nabeei Abraham 


THE terrorist outrages at Rome 
and Vienna airports raise anew 
fee problem of comprehending 
fee so-called “cycle of violence 
and counter-violence” in the 
Middle East. It is increasingly 
clear feat the Palestinian gunmen 
were working for fee PLO ren- 
egade and outlaw, Abu Nidal. To 
fee average European and Ame- 
rican fee deliberate and wanton 
kilim p and maiming of innocent 
people defies comprehension, and 
is repugnant in the extreme. And 
rightly so. But unless we are to 
conclude that the falestinians 
have ail gone mad, we must look 
beneath the surface events to their 
inner logic, for even madness, if it 
is that, has a logic erf its own. 

Left io the hands of American 
pundits the airport atrocities will 
go down as part of the growing 
spectre of “international ter- 
rorism,” said to be menacing our 
world. US. Secretary of State 
George Shultz has argued that int- 
ernational terrorism is part of a 
Soviet-inspired design to und- 
ermine Western democracies and 
their allies around the world and 
has called on the U.S. to take the 
offensive in responding to it. The 
anti-terrorist line acquired a shr- 
iller cone following the Achillc 
Lauro incident, when several 
American commentators adopted 
fee opinion, in a remarkable leap 
of logic, feat the threat of int- 
ernational terrorism bad now rep- 
laced the threat of nuclear war as 
fee greatest danger confronting 
humanity. 

Self-serving hyperbole aside, 
fee twin aiiport attacks in Dec- 
ember, like the hijacking of the 
Egyptair plane to Malta the pre- 
vious month, are part of a wider, 
long-term campaign to del- 
egitimise the mainstream PLO 
and thwart any remaining hopesof 
a negotiated settlement between 
Israel and America’s Arab allies. 
That fee recent aiiport incidents 


conform to this pattern can be dis- 
cerned from the ambiguous nature 
of the gunmen’s objectives and 
organisational affiliation on fee 
one tend, and Israel's persistence 
in linking Arafat and fee PLO to 
fee crime on the other. Even as 
Italian, Austrian and Israeli police 
authorities were publicly anno- 
uncing they were certain Abu 
Niiai was behind fee airport att- 
acks, Israeli Defence Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin was telling a VS. 
television audience, “We are in a 
war wife terrorism, all the groups 
of terrorism, including maybe 
mainly fee Arafat group,” even 
though he knows perfectly well 
feat fee PLO had long ago sen- 
tenced Abu Ntdal to death, and 
fee latter has publicly boasted 
about fee murder of at least seven 
of fee organisation’s top rep- 
resentatives in various European 
and Arab capitals. 

The hardliners are in tacit 
agreement that the PLO 
under Mr. Arafat's lea- 
dership must be del- 
egitimised, if not dem- 
olished entirely. 


The average European and 
American does not make a dis- 
tinction between the mains tream 
PLO and other Palestkiian, or for 
that matter Arab and Muslim , fac- 
tions. His unders tanding is not 
always helped by fee news media’s 
reports and commentaries por- 
traying acts of terrorism; a bevy of 
behind -fee-scenes Israeli experts, 
scholars and unnamed officials 
help “frame"' , ^vents for Western 
journalists and commentators. 
The upshot is a natural inclination 
on fee Westerner's part to ass- 
ociate terrorist acts committed by 
Palestinians and Middle Eas- 
terners in general wife Arafat and 


Foes and former allies 
pressure Gemayel to quit' 


By (Vfooa Ziade 

The Associated Press 

BEIRUT, Lebanon — President 
Amin Gemayel is fighting to stay 
in power against a new Syrian- 
backed a] fiance of his long-time 
Muslim foes and former Christian 
allies wh<5~are seeking to topple 
him. 


The outcome of the 
power struggle will det- 
ermine whether Lebanon , 
ravaged by « i years of 
civil war , will be shaken 
by yet another convulsion. 


Syria, until recently Gernayel’s 
main supporter, has approved eff- 
orts to oust him midway through 
his six-year term because he scu- 
ttled a peace pact signed Dec. 28 
in Damascus by three of his militia 
rivals. 

Pro-Syrian factions ring the 
Christian heartland, Gemayef s 
power base, on three sides and are 
threatening to unseat him by force 
if he does not resign. 

But the 44-year-old president, 
nicknamed “Al Anid” as a boy by 
his family — Arabic for “fee stu- 
bborn one” — appears det- 
ermined to cling to power until his 
term expires in September 1988. 

Politically, Gemayel is com- 
pletely isolated after crushing his 
main Christian rival, Elie Hob- 
eika, in bloody fighting Jan. IS. 
Police said 3S0 people, mainly 
fighters of Hobeika's Christian 
forces tniliria, died in the battle, 
which ended wife Hobeika sur- 
rendering and briefly fleeing fee 
country. 

Prime Minister Rashid Kara mi, 
parliament speaker Hussein Hus- 
setni and other Muslim members 
of GemayeP s administration ref- 
use to meet wife him. 

His government, weakened by 
sectarian rivalries for the last two 
years, now is paralysed, and Gem- 
ayel has no authority outside his 
Christian power base. 

This has shrunk to a wedge 
north of Beirut after Muslim and 

leftist forces drove Christians 

from the Chouf mountains and the 
coastal plain south of fee capital. 

Militarily, Gemayel still has 
muscle. The array’s low strongest 
brigades remain loyal to him. The 
10,000 soldiers are backed by SO 
U.S .-supplied M-48 battle tanks 
and 155mm heavy artillery. 

Asked what fee military would' 
do if Syrian-backed forces tried to 
depose Gemayel, a senior array 
officer said, “fee military est- 
ablish men t has no choice but to 
defend the legitimate authority, 
including the presidency.” 

The question remains how for 
Syria is prepared to go. 

Syria maintains about 25,000 
troops in north and east Lebanon 
under, a 1976 Arab League 
peace-keeping mandate. It has 
moved about 200 Soviet-built 
T-54 tanks and 1 ,100 crack troops 
to GemayeP s Metn mou ntai n str- 
onghold northeast of Beirut, app- 


arently to underline its growing 
i mp atience wife him. 

Fighting has sputtered in the 
• mountains since Jan. 15. But so far 
fee Syrian-backed forces, along 
with the Druze and ShTite Muslim 
militias .with 12.000 fighters and 
200 tanks, fiave made no serious 
thrust. 

— Akranr Shehayeb, a leading 
member of fee Druze Progressive 
Socialist Party’s politburo,. said 
"we hope it won’t come to a mil- 
itary showdown. 

"But as long as Gemayel heads 
the state and controls the military 
establishment, the possibility of a 
political solution is extremely 
remote... we must prepare for all 
possibilities, including war.” 

The 29-year-old Hobeika’s role 
as the sole Christian signatory pro- 
jected him as fee main voice of 
■Lebanon’s Christians. 

But Gemayel objected to pol- 
itical reforms feat would have 
given Muslims equal power wife 
fee traditionally dominant Chr- 
istians. 

Jumblatt has said the only sol- 
ution to Lebanon's strife is to ove- 
rthrow “fee shah of Baabda." 

Gemayel also faces problems 
within the Christian camp. Samir 
Geagea, a pro-Israeli Lebanese 
Forces commander who split with 
Hobeika to lead the Jan. 15 off- 
ensive against him alongside 
GemayeP s troops, had rebelled 
against Gemayel only last March 
because of fee president’s pro- 
Syrian policies. 


A month ago peace 
seemed within Lebanon's 
grasp. But Gemayel vet- 
oed the Damascus- 
brokered peace pact sig- 
ned by Hobeika , Druze 
chieftain Walid Junblatt 
and ShVite Muslim leader 
Nabih Berri. 


Political analysts believe the 
uneasy Gemayel-Geagea alliance 
will hold while fee Christian hea- 
rtland is threatened. Bot the two' 
men may yet be headed for a sho- 
wdown, wife Gemayel in the wea- 
ker position. 

Gemayel, who came to power in 
1982 during fee Israeli invasion, 
has had a turbulent term. He took 
office after his younger brother, 
president-elect Bashir Gemayel, 
was assassinated by a bomb it his 
Phalange Party headquarters in 
September 1982. 

The Christians massacred hun- 
dreds of Pales tinians in Beirut’s 

• Sabra and Cha til la refugee camps. 

Leftist and Muslim forces 
moved against Gemayel after he 
signed a U.S .-brokered treaty 
wife Israel in May 1983 . Druze 
warriors drove fee Christians out 
of fee Chouf, and Muslim forces 
dislodged fee army from west Bei- 
rut six months later. 

Gemayel headed off a final 
showdown by abrogating the tre- 
aty with Israel and turned to Syria. 
Now, after torpedoing the 
Syrian-mediated peace accord, 

' he’s once again under the gun- 


fire PLO, further ddegitimising 
the beleaguered organisation in 
the eyes of the world. Paradoxical 
as it may seem, Mi. Arafat and fee 
PLO were the intended targets of 
the attacks at Rome ami V ienna 


ruling Labour-Uknd all- 
iance , of course, is all too happy to 
play along with Abu Nidal and his 
Arab hosts and pounce politically, 
and perhaps evratuaJIy nutitarily, 
on Yasser Arafat’s PLO. That 
much was conveyed to fee New 
York Tima via its Jerusalem bur- 
eau chief, Thomas Friedman, who 
has come to serve as the principal 
unofficial conduit for Israeli gov- 
eromratopmionmfeeU^.On30 
December he wrote: 

Although Israeli sources are inc- 
reasingly convinced that Abu 
Nidal is behind the attacks, the Isr- 
aeli Government is trying to place 
blame far any terrorist incidents 
involving Palestinians on Mr. Ara- 
fat. This is part of an effort to con- 
vince the United States that he sho- 
uld not be a partner to any Middle 
East peace negotiations. 

It does not take much insight to 
see that the “winner” in this dea-. 
diy Middle Eastern shadow war is 
• Israel's intransigent leadership. It 
is not only handed a suitable pre- 
text to continue denying fee leg- 
itimate demands of the Pal- 
estinians in the court of world opi- 
nion. but more importantly it can 
coutmtie to tighten its grip an the 
occupied territories while pre- 
paring the Israeli public to accept 
greater future sacrifices on be half 
of this and other expansionist pol- 
icies. One can imagine the dismay 
amoQg Israel’s leaders should Abu 
Nidal disappear from the scene. 

But if Israel stands to gain so 
much from Palestinian acts of ter- 
rorism what is in it for Abu Nidal 
and his Libyan. Syrian, and. in fee 
past, Iraqi hosts? Are they totally 


oblivious to the collateral damage 
Aw. to the Palestinian cause and 
to the Arab image in general by 
Abu NidaFs wanton and ind- 
iscriminate attacks on civilians in 
airports, airplanes, synagogues, 
sidewalk cafes, schools, and cro- 
wded streets? Apparently so, for 
in their perverse minds striking a 
bkw at Arafat overrides all other 
considerations, even if it means 
squandering what little int- 
ernational goodwill the Pal- 
estinians have left To Abu Nidal, 
Colonel Qadhafi and other fik- 
entinded Arab extremists, the war 
against the ZionBt enemy requires 
the efinmatkm of all those like 
Arafat who seek to negotiate wife 
IsraeL Their uncompromising att- 
itude rules out negotiations wife 
fee enemy on princip le- Since the 
ends justify tire means, all met- 
hods to stop Arafat and thwart 
Arab-Israeu negotiations are acc- 
eptable in including use of vio- 
lence against innocent civilians. In 
their hardline attitude, die Arab 
extremists are no different than 
Israeli extremists and other fan- 
atics around fire world, all of 
whom will stop at nothing to ach- 
ieve their arms. 

To Abu NidaTs Syrian allies fee 
campaign to delegitimise fire PLO 
is part of a calculated, some would 
say cynical, move to bolster the 
regime’s staying power vis-a-vis ^ 
its Israeli adversary in the next war 
that is surely coming. Negotiations 
wife Israel are not rejected on pri- 
nciple, Ira tout <rfrjateg?c and tac- 
tical considerations, when the 
Arabs (led by Syria) are “strong 
enough,” their reasoning goes, 
negotiations can begin, not bef- 
ore. Therefore, if Arafat cannot 
be controlled, he must be stopped. 
As the Syrian regime has so apfiy 
demonstrated in Lebanon, man- 
ipulation of others to do its bid- 
ding is its strongest suit. 

In the present Middle East pol- 


itical configuration Arafat finds 
confronted by ah array of 
Arab and Israeli h ardlin e rs bent 
on preventing him from offering 
any more political concessions to 
the VS. and its Arab allies to win 
himsftif a place at the elusive 
Arab -Israeli negotiating table. 
The hardliners are in tacil agr- 
eement feat the PLO under Mr. 
Arafat’s leadership must be del- 
e gitimised , if not demolished ent- 
irely. 


It is a wonder that the Pal- 
estinians have not already 
gone mad with rage. 

If Arafat today finds himself 
cau g h t between the proverbial 
hammer and anvil, he has himself 
partly to blame. Under his long 
tenure as head of Fatah, the PLO’s 
largest constituent organisation, 
several secret underground gro- 
ups were spawned feat set the pat- 
tern for others such as Abu Nidal 
to emulate. The most noteworthy 
was fee short-lived but highly act- 
ive Blade September organisation, 

whose involvement in fire 1972 
Munich a f fa ir continues to haunt 
tire PLO today. More recently:, fee 

Achtile Lauro fiasco, attributed to 
Mr. Arafat’s ally Abu Abbas, pro- 
bably gave Abu Nidal some food 
for thought. Arafat? s ensuing pub- 
lic declaration in Cairo harming all 
operations outside Israeli- 
occupied territory could only have 
served as a standing invitation to 
his adversaries to put fee PLO 
leader's word to the test. Viewed 
in this context, file ambiguity over 
the identity and objectives of the 
Palestinian gunmen who hijacked 
the Egyptian airline r and com- 
mitted the twin airport attacks in 
Rome and Vienna acquires special 
meaning. 

If in response to the recent ups- 


urge in Middle -East-related ter- 
ra risianacks manypeopte around 
fee world begin to conclude that 
the Palestinians hav e final ly gone 
mad. one can understand their : 
point of view. One can also sym- 
pathise wife the Palestinian peo- 
ple. After more than 35 years of 
state-sponsored terror directed i - 
against them by Israel, Syria, and 
file Lebanese state and its oum- - 
erous wmioxxls, it is a wooder that 
the Palestinians have not already ' 
gone mad wife rage. Prior to Isr- ' 
aers 1982 invasion of Lebanon 
and its destruction there of fee - 
PLO “mfrastmcinre,'* even fee • 
most wretched Palestinian held 
out a sense of tope. In the aft- 
ermatb of the PLO’s withdrawal . 
from Lebanon, followed by fee 
anticipated camp massacres and 
the break-up of the PLO into war- 
ring factions, feat hope. quickly 
faded into a cruel memory. Now' 
that Arafof s strategy of giving • 
political concessions to an unr- 
esponsive Reagan administration 
seems to have exhausted what lit- . 
tie patience the Palestinians have’ - 
left, oo one. least of all fee tra- ■ 
ditional Palestinian leadership of . 
all political stripes, has anything to 
offer fee increasingly desperate 
Palestinian population. Is it any 
wonder then that the young men, 
mostly from the refugee camps of 
Lebanon, who have known only 
oppression and torment all their 
lives, are increasingly vol- ; 
unteering for Abu Nidaf's suicide 
missio ns in the mistaken belief 
rha t striking out at someone, even 
if it means certain death, is better . 
than doing nothing at all? If this is 
madness on their part, then what 
shall one say about those sitting in 
Damascus, Tel Aviv and Was- 
hington who deliberately block all 
attempts to relieve the Pal- 
estinians of their torment, and 
cynically exploit their rage for 
their own political ends? — Mid- : 
die East International. London. 
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Ferdinand t.. Marcos: Dictator or democrat? 


By David Briscoe 

The Associated Press 

MANILA Philippines — For 20 
years, President Ferdinand E. 
Marcos has been ruling fee ste- 
adily pro-American Philippines 
wife an uneven mixture of aut- 
horitarianism and democracy. 

A brilliant lawyer and his cou- 
ntry's most successful politician, 
Marcos has outwitted, out- 
manoeuvered or outlasted nearly 
every strong opponent. 

Now, at 68 , he is challenged by a 
53-year-old, politically ine- 
xperienced widow who accuses 
Um of ruining the economy, abu- 
sing his people and killing her 
husband. He also faces new evi- 
dence against his war record and 
unaccustomed pressure from his 
American allies. 

On Feb. 7, 27 mil Hon Fitipinos 
will decide whether they want to 
be governed for another six years 
by Maroos or by Corazou Aquino, 
widow of former Sea. Benigno 
Aquino. 

The election is the latest cha- 
llenge of Marcos' public career, 
which began wife his conviction 
for a murder committed when he 
was 18 and is now mired in fire 
aftermath of the Aquino ass- 
assination. 

Many years ago, Maroos' con- 
viction in the death of his father's 
political rival was overturned by 
the supreme court, where he arg- 
ued Ids own case after achieving 
the highest score ou the national 
lawyers exam, taken while he was 
facing the murder charges. 

Five decades later, Marcos’ clo- 
sest military confidante and other 
soldiers were acquitted in the 
Aquino killing. 

The late Carlos P. Romulo, 
former foreign minister, called 
Marcos fee “quintessential Fil- 
ipino.” 

American biographer Kartell 
Spence, in a 1965 book that is now 
copyrighted by Marcos, describes 
the Fffipino leader as a man who 
has risen above the supposed 
weaknesses of his people: 

“In a nation of gamblers and 
pleasure-seekers, Maroos makes 
no wagers and is happiest when 


reading a book in his own library. 
He neither smokes nor drinks. In a 
culture addicted to graft and pol- 
itical corruption, he has a rep- 
utation as an honest man, both 
personally and politically. Among 
people who are essentially lazy, 
Marcos is a dynamo." 

Recent Marcos watchers are 
less charitable and see him as a 
man considerably weakened phy- 
sically and politically since the 
Aquino assassination. 

Mrs. Aquino called him an 
■•inveterate liar” and her sup- 
porters accuse him of past and fut- 
ure cheating. 

Some opponents openly com- 


pare Marcos to Satan and, under 
fee relative freedom of speech 
that has existed in ManSa in recent 
years, ridicule him publicly with 
sometimes cruel jokes about his 
health and his family. 

Maroos was bom sept. 11, 1917 
in the northern Luzon town of 
Sarrat. The bed on which he was 
bom is a minor tourist attraction 
in fee town which is part of the 
Hocos region, known for fierce, 
sometimes violent political loy- 
alties. 

The president has long claimed 
to have led a guerrilla unit against 
fee Japanese in World War II and 
earned 27 Philippine and U.S. 


medals. But recently published 
classified UdS. documents say the 
unit did not exist, and challenges 
have been raised to many of Mar- 
cos' medals. 

Marcos became the youngest 
representative in the Philippines’ 

UJS .-style congress in 1949, and 
was re-elected in 1953. 

In 1954, as one of the country's 
most eligible bachelors, be met 
I me Id a Roraualdez, a beauty 
queen from a prominent central 
Philippines family who was wor- 
king as a clerk at the central bank. - 

Marcos was reelected to con- , 
gress in 1957 and to the senate in 
1959. 


Tunisia: Crisis or farce? 


By Fkancis Ghfles 

For fee past several weeks, Tun- 
isian politics have provided obs- 
ervers, not to mention seven mil- 
lion Tunisians, wife a heady mix- 
ture of farce and pathos. Had Pre- 
• sklent Habib Bourguiba, the cou- 
ntry’s 83-year-old leader, last 
week, divorced his once powerful 
first lady, Wassila, as he bad pri- 
vately threatened to do, farce 
would surely have prevailed in 
North Africa's smallest country. 

The latest crisis started at the 
end of December when, add- 
ressing the rating committee of the 
Socialist Destourian party, fee 
president denounced Tunisia’s 
growing corruption. Wife the new 
■year, a number erf people were 
arrested and fee capita! fell prey to 
the most extravagant rumours, 
though many of those arrested 
were later released for lack of evi- 
dence. On 7 January fee president 
dismissed his son, Habib Bou- 
rguiba Jr, from his post as special 
adviser, implicitly acknowledging 
the accusations of corruption long 
levied against him. His departure 
has worried many Tunisians, for 
whom the president's son pro- 
vided political “cover." The prime 
minister, M ohammed M’Zali, has 
strongly backed the president but 
his followers are not too happy 
about the attacks on Wassila. 


Despite fee open hostility bet- 
ween the first lady and the prime 
minister, fee feet that lately she 
was thrown out of fee presidential 
palace is proving deeply ^worrying. 

Wassila and-her family, the Ben 
Amar,hold considerable power of 

• patronage. Were she to be tried or 

under house arrest, many Ttin-' 
jisians beholden to fee Ben Amari. 
would lose their political “cover.” 
Madame Bouiguiba entered apri- 
vate clinic three days ago, leaving 
the country to speculate whether 

she is realty 31 or merely seeking a 
discreet way of wifedrawing from 
the scene for a while. All is mys- 
tery and rumour — the bush tel- 
ephone, better known in these 
parts as le telephone Arabs, being 
fee prmcipal means of com- 
municating news. 

Meanwhile the president’s rec- 
ently appointed cabinet director, 
Mancour Sfchri, the former gov- 
ernor of the president's home 
town of Mbnastir, has become 
very powerful, as has bis niece, 
Saxla Sassi, who has replaced 
Wassila as the lady with the closest 
access to fee president Needless 

to say the two women heartily det- 
est each other. Bourguiba Jr.’s 
departure has weakened the min- 
ister incharge of national security 
General ZineAl Abidina Ben Afi! 
but even those dose to the prime 
minister seem ' to be unhappy 
about recent events. Mancour 


Skhri is not one of M’Zalfs tra- 
ditional allies , and while they sup- 
port fee president’s attack on cor- 
ruption, they know only too well 
that this phenomenon is by no 
means limited to Habib Bou- 
rgufoa Jr. and the Ben A mar fam- 
ily. The accusations could reb- 
ound on the whole establishment. 


The crisis conies against a glo- 
omy background, Habib Achour, .# 
the former leader of fee t rades 
unions’ alliance, the UGTT. who - 
has been under house arrest since 
last autunm, was sent to prison on 
31 December. The UGTTruling 
body promptly reelected bits as 
sec ret^ -genera], feus deriving 
the prime minster of his earlier 
. victory. Meanwhile austerity pre- j 
vails in file 1986 budget, and pri- 
ces have risen by 25 per cent over 
the past two years wfafle salaries - : 
have been frozen. The- risks of 
confrontation between the-O-S. 
audLfoya adds tension on fite sou- i; 
them border w hile relations with fc 
Algeria are also tease: indeed .f- 
Algeria is uohappy at fee secret . 
dialogue fite . Tmtscms have heca 
having with the US. wife a view to 
granting military facilitie s to fits 
U£. navy. Last but not least, fee 
army remains very imhappyin foe 


Middle East International*' Lon- 
don. 
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American Muslim calligrapher to tour Mideast 


• By JoaimeX. Nk 

WASHINGTON - CaEforaia- 
bom Mohammed Zakariya is a 
product cf both Eastandwest — 
not by birth, bat by choice. The 
American Muslim artist has dev- 
doped art forms from the Arab 
world map American setting, thus 
creating both a successful career 
and a mlfiUtng way of life. 

. An American of Anglo-Saxon 
and German descent, he con- 
verted to IslanHnore than 20 years 
ago after discovering during sev- 
eral visits to Morocco a strong phi- 
losophical attraction to the rel- 
igion and a fascination for die 
Arabic language 
The versatile artist is also a mas- 
ter woodworker, engraver, and 
machinist. He al so ifasig n* and 
constructs functioning examples 


of an tiqne-style scientific and nav- 
igational instruments. 

Zakariya. has already exhibited 
> widely in toe United States and 
abroad. Recently, be was invited 
by the United States Information 
Agency to deliver a series of. 
woikshop/lcctures, and to exhibit 
his work in the Arab World. At 
the begsmiog of April he win 
begin a month-long tour winch 
will include Saudi Arabia, Bah- 
xam, Qatar, the United Arab Emi- 
rates and Oman. 

How did an American fow nagw 
rased in Los Angeles, who rep- 


ool before dropping out, become a 
practising Sunni Mnstiin, widely 
exhiited calligrapher, and cre- 
ator of antique scientific ins- 
tramentrepticas? 

Zakariya explains that after he 
quit school be worked as a mac- 
hinist. Bat the restless 1 9-year-old 
felt the need to travel and seek 
adventure. “I saved up enough 
money to take a holiday to Mor- 
occo because it sounded like an 
exotic and interesting place to 
go,” he explained m an mterview 
with USIA. “I hopped aboard a 
Yugoslavian freighter that went to 
New York and then on to the 
Middle East” 

His fust try in 1961 lasted more . 
than a monjh. “When I was over 
there,*' her recalled, “I observed 
TaTamir daily fife «y> when I got 

back to the States, I wanted to find 
out more. So I bought a copy of 
the Koran. I got an FadMi tra- 
nslation and I couldn't get any- 
thing out of it Sol fignred I better 
learn some Arabic and read toe 


dialects. I still dan’tknow any . Fve 
tried to leam them but I find they 
confuse the written language and I 
wanted to leam basic Arabic." 

After a while he decided to cha- 
nge his line of work. “In my family 



it himself Arabic 
at toe lathe. Ashe did his assigned 
work he would glance at hs list of 
words for toe day until he mas- 
tered simple words and phrases. 
“It took about four oar five, years 
before I could speak the lan- 
guage,” he said. “But this was cla- 
ssical Arabic. I never learned toe 


lioationforpih^toenteiprise. But 
I found myself still working in a 
machine shop” he recalled. “I 
began to be very unsatisfied with 
time clocks and weekly paychecks 
so I tried to find a way to use my 
ability with machines to create my 
own business." 

“In 1963 I made a very fancy 

sundial and sold it That began my 
business of instrument-making” 
he said. “At the same time, stu- 
dying Arabic, I became aware that 
there was a calligraphic tradition. 
It was very attractive and I figured 
it would be wonderful to buy 
some." 

Hie wenton to explain that when 
he tried to find some Arabic cal- 
ligraphy in Los Angdes, there was 
none. Samples he (fid happen 
upon oosthnndreds and thousands 
of dollars. So he decided to make 
some himself 

“I didn’t know what I was get- 
ting mto at that time, ’’ he recalled. 
“I thought, “well you sit down and 
do it. Its no b« deal.’ But toe 
morel (fid it, the harder it became. 
And toe more I attempted it the 
more I got into it. I ended up on 


ray next trip to Morocco in 1964 
meeting my first teacher, an Egy- 
ptian visiting Tangier who eve- 
ntually moved there with his fam- 
ily." . 

His teacher, AS. Ah Nour, 
■showed him how to cut pens toe 
right way and hoM them. Together 
they poured through ancient 
bo6k& on calfigraphy to figure out 
processes no longer in use. 

After his teacher went to Eng- 
land, Zakariya followed and stu- 
died there wflh him for a year . The 
young student also visited the Bri- 
tish Museum where he could act- 
ually handle the old manuscripts. 
“In those days you could put your 
inkwell tome and copy out of 
these thousand-year old -books” 
he remembered fondly, before str- 
ingent security measures were 
implemented. “Now you can’t 
come anywhere near them. You 
can’t even befog a pencil mto toe 
room.” 

When asked why he converted 
to Edam, Zakariya replies, “Islam 
just happened for me. When I sta- 
rted to study Arabic, I realised 
bow nice a language it was” He 
explained that once toe Koran in 
Arabic became more accessible to 
him, he began to feel a desire to 
become more a part of it. 

“hi 1962 I went to our local 
mosque in Los Angeles, which at 
that was a small b uilding in 
east Los Angeles, and converted,” 


he said. 

Ashe preparafbrhis trip to the 
Arab World, Zakariya says he is 
looking forward to speaking with 
other people: artists, students and 
citizens from all walks of life. He 
revealed that during past visits he 
was surprised to discover that 
many people in the Arab World 
don't realise that there is a large 
American Muslim population. 
“What* s more, there is an interest 
in calfigraphy in toe United States, 
and Islamic art in general is bec- 
oming more popular” he said. 

Zakariya works out of a 
garage-workshop in his boose, Si- 
ting private and museum coxn- 
raissKXis. His calfigraphy is highly 
decorated. Works sell for from 
$300 to $3,000. He also produces 
less costly commercial items such 
as stationary, which doesn't req- 
uire specially treated paper. He 
writes with band-carved bamboo 
pens he makes himself. He also 
mixes his own ink and sometimes 
uses another variety man- 
ufactured by a Turkish friend. His 
specially treated paper is coloured 
or marbled and aged th en hand 
polished wito rocks. Sometimes 
another friend helps him process 
the paper. 

The artist has taught calligraphy 
‘at toe Middle East Institute in 
Washington and has exhibited in 
Paris, London, Washington, Los 


Angeles and Qatar. Recent works 
include an. astrolabe and celestial 
globe fora Saudi Arabian science 
museum; a sundial for the Nat- 
ional Museum in Doha; an ast- 
rolabe for the fotenratiooal Air- 
port at Jeddah; a standard-time 
sundial for toe Tiire Museum in 
Rockford, Ofinos, in fire United 
States; and a cross staff for tire 
Adler Planetarium in Chicago. 

His wood taming — shaping wood 

into various forms on a lathe — 
was exhibited at the American 
Craft Museum in New York in 
1983 and has been featured in 
“Fine Woodworking Magazine" 
and in the “Fine Woodworking 
Biennial Design Book” for 1977 
and 1979. He has also been pro- 
filed m articles published by “The 
Washington Post,” The Was- 
hington Times,” Virginia Country 
Magazine,” and numerous mag- 
azines and newspapers published 
in toe Middle East. 

Zakariya continues to study cal- 
ligraphy tomw gh the mail with 
Hasan Celebi in Istanbul. Despite 
countless hours of study, he feels 
he still has much to leam. When 
asked if one day he will be part of 
toe chain of human transmission 
whkh is keeping' this historic art 
form alive, Zakariya replies, “that 
is out of my hands. For now, Tm 
still a student.” — US. Inf- 
ormation Agency. 


Nobel Peace Prize winnrer Alva Myrdal dies at 84 


STOCKHOLM, Sweden (AP) — 
Nobel Peace Prize winner Alva 
Myrdal, a tireless advocate of 
world disarmament who cxitxdsed 
superpowers for failing to end. the 
arms race, died Saturday. She was 

In recognition of her efforts to 
promote disarmament. Mis. Myr- 
dal was awarded the Nobel Peace 
Prize along wito Mexican dip- 
lomat Alfonso Garcia Robles m 
1982. ... 

She was toe wife of Gunnar 
Myrdal. who shar ed toe Nobel 
Memorial Prize in economic sci- 
ence in 1974. Mins. Myrdal had 
been bedridden for toe last two 
years. She died ata suburban hos- 
pital, and a cause of death was not 
immediately available. 

Although disarmament rem- 
ained an elusive goal, recognition 
was showered on Mrs. Myrdal in 
her fifetime. She held a total of 
four peace awards, inducting tile 
first Albert Einstein Peace Prize, 


along with nine honourary doc- 
torates, five of them at US. uni - 
■vereities. 

Even after resigning at ige 71 
from her posts as Sweden’s min- 
ister of disar mamen t and . chief 
disarmament negotiator, Mrs. 
Myrdal continued her struggle — 
researching, lecturing and writing 
on peace aid disarmament. 

“I have never, never allowed 
myself to give up,” she said after 
receiving die Efostein Prize in 
1980, at a time when she had 
cause for frustration at toe abs- 
ence of progress towards dis- 
armament. 

She never lost toe conviction 
and enthusiasm that attracted int- 
ernational attention from the 
moment in 1961 when she made a 
plea for the implementation of a 
midear test ten treaty in her first 
speech as Sweden's delegate to the 
United Nations disarmament con- 
ference in Geneva. _ 

Bnt.as toe years went by, Mrs, ' 


Myrdal became increasingly cri- 
tical of toe United States and Sov- 
iet Union for what she saw as their 
unwillingness to work seriously 
and sincerely for disarmament. 

“The actions of those who lead 
the superpowers are governed by 
a deep lade at reason and common 
sense,” she said after winning toe 
Nobel Peace Prize. 

After hearing of Mrs. MyidaTs 
death. Prime Minister Okrf Palme 
said in a statement, “we will rem- 
ember Mrs. Myrdal for light and 
happiness in her conviction and 
for the stren g th and breadth of her 
deeds." 

“She dedicated toe last decades 
of her life primarily to fighting for 
peace,” Palme said. “Wito her 
unprecedented stamina and fig- ' 
htmg spirit she offered hope and 
comfort to those who felt despair 
over toe madness of toe arms 
race.” 

■ Palme visited her less than two 
hoars, before A hc^'death, toe new- 


spaper Aftonbladet reported 
Sunday, saying her husband had 
been by her side in the final hours 
.of her life. 

Bom Alvas Reimer in Uppsala, 
Sweden, osx January 31 , 1 902, she 
grew up in a middle-class and soc- 
ially conscious home in Esirilstona 
in south-central Sweden. Her fat- 
her, a building contractor, once 
said bis biggest regret was that he, 
as an employer, could not join a 
labour union. 

In 1924, Miss Reimer married 
Gunnar Myrdal, then a young 
economist shortly after she gra- 
duated wito a bachelor of am deg- 
ree from Stockholm University 
after just two years of study. 

Half a century later, both hus- 
band and wife would become 
Nobel laureates. 

Mrs. Myrdal studied in toe Uni- 
ted States and Switzerland before 
obtaining her master of am deg- 
ree from toe University of Upp- 
sala, north of Stockholm, in 1934. 


An expert on population mat- 
ters, women’s issues and child 
care, toe published her first book, 
'’Crisis in the Population Que- 
stion,” in 1934. It was co- 
authored by her husband. 

Daring a 20-year teaching car- 
eer, Mrs. Myrdal was an advocate 
of feminist causes long before they 
became fashionable. She was vice 
chairwoman of toe International 
Federation of Business and Pro- 
fessional Women from 1938 to 
1947, and chaired toe federation’s 
Swedish chapter for seven years. 

Mrs. Myxdal’s international 
career began in 1949 when toe 
was appointed head of toe UN. 
Department of Social Affairs. In 
1959, she became director of toe 
department of social studies of 
UNESCO, the UN. Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Org- 
anisation. 

The turning point in her fife 
came in 1955, when, toe went to 


India as Sweden’s woman amb- 
assador ever. During her four 
years in New Delhi, Mrs. Myrdal 
developed a dose friendship wito 
tile late Jawaharlal Nehru, then 
India 's prime minister and gra- 
ndfather of current Prime Min- 
ister Rajiv Gandhi. 

That turned her from sociology 
to the cause erf world peace. When 
Mrs. Myrdal returned home, she 
became a member of parliament 
for the ruling Social Democratic 
Party in 1962 and head erf die 
Swedish delegation to the UN. 
disarmament conference in Gen- 
eva. 

Appointed minister in charge of 
disarmament in 1966, Mrs. Myr- 
dal became Sweden's third woman 
cabinet minister. She resigned in 
1973, her hopes of achieving 
world disarmament unfulfilled, 
but never contemplating sur- 
render in toe face of continuing 
setbacks. 


Moscow’s new boss launches campaign reforms at Soviet capital 


; By Charles Bremner 

Reuter 

MOSCOW — If Moscow’s hew 
city., boss has his way, toe inh- 
abitants of this superpower capital 
can, look forward to a future of 
better housing, less shoddy shops 
and adequate transport. 

Boris Yeltsin, a tough Siberian 
who took over the city’s Com- 
munist - Party leadership last 
month, has declared war on toe ills 
that he says have run rampant in 
Moscow under an administration 
that had lost touch with toe peo- 
ple. 

Yeltsin, 55, gave vent to his 
anger at Moscow's state of affairs 
in a scathing and strikingly frank 
speech at last weekend’s con- 
ference of the city party org- 
anisation that effectively com- 
pleted a purge of “city half’ off- 
icials. 

Sitting in the audience during 
Yeltsin's indictment of inc- 
ompetence and corruption in toe 
capital was his predecessor for 18 


years, tod one-time associate-of- 
the late Leonid Brezhnev, Viktor 
G rishin . 

Grishin, who is expected soon 
to lose his post in the Kremlin’s 
ruling poUtburo, beard Yeltsin 
and other officials denounce 
among other tilings housing fraud, 
bad transport, rude shop assistants 
and graft in city hospitals. 

“Sooner or later this had to be 
heard,” Yeltsin said. 

According to the new first sec- 
retary, Moscow's ‘‘flourishing 
bureaucracy” had become a 
by-word throughout toe country. 
Qty officials thought they lived in 
a “zone free from criticism," he 


They freely falsified statistics to 
give show of efficiency and were 
trying to evade the orders of the 
new Kremizn leadership of Mik- 
hail Gorbachev to mend their 
ways. 

Last year twice as many Mus- 
covites had complained to toe 
party’s national central committee 
about toe performance of toe city 


authorities as in 1982, Yeltsin 
said. 

In other speeches, a school dir- 
ector lamented toe state of edu- 
cational establishments, saying for 
example blackboards dated from 
toe stone age, and toe Minister of 
Health said hospitals were dirty 
and run by rude and often corrupt 
staff. 

The effort to dean up Moscow 
fits in wito Gorbachev’s drive to 
transform toe economy and make 
the party apparatus that runs the 
country more responsive to toe 
people. 

In a gesture to symbolise the 
Kre mfin’ s intentions in the capital, 
President Andrei Gromyko this 
month spent a week dropping in 
on shops and other places to hear 
complaints from the public over 
bad service and shortages. 

Heavy resources have been inv- 
ested to re-model toe city that 
began as a settlement on toe banks 
of toe Moscow river in toe 13th 
century. 

Successive leaders have left 


their stamp, beginning with Vla- 
dimir Lenin who restored it as cap- 
ital in 1918 after a two-century 
interlude when the Baltic city of 
St. Petersburg, now Leningrad, 
served as toe seat of government 

Josef Stalin bequeated massive 
monuments and vast tho- 
roughfares built after the des- 
truction of old quarters and many 
fine churches. 

In the 1950s Nikita Khrushchev 
launched the big housing pro- 
gramme that gathered momentum 
under Brezhnev and continues at 
hectic pace along wito increasing 
efforts to preserve historic zones 
of the capital. 

Some 120,000 new apartments 
are being built each year. Over 80 
per cent of city’s 8.5 milfiou pop- 
ulation has been moved from cro- 
wded old communal apartments 
since 1945, and rehoused. 

Though poor services and sho- 
rtages make for a more arduous 
life than that enjoyed in most 
Western capitals, Moscow is a 
sought-after place of residence for 


Soviets who require a spedal.per- 
mit to live here. 

Despite police efforts to expel 
citizens who do not have toe 
much-prised permits, the city’s 
population has grown by half a 
million since 1979. 

Yeltsin warned in his speech of 
the dangers of Moscow becoming 
ungovernable if the population 
was not held in check. 

A scandal over noising last aut- 
umn provided the first signs that 
toe writing was on the wall for toe 
administration of Grishin and the 
city mayor Vladimir Promyslov. 

Promyslov was replaced earlier 
this month by Valeiy Saikin, toe 
manager of toe Zil autoworks, one 
of toe city’s biggest and most sue-, 
cessful factories. The council, or 
Soviet chaired by the mayor, 
cosies under the party committee 
which has broad powers to sup- 
ervise all areas of toe city's act- 
ivities including the industries 
which operate here. 

Official newspapers revealed 
what many Muscovites had long 


guessed — that many new apa- 
rtments existed only on paper 
after being declared completed by . 
a construction administration anx- 
ious to fulfil] its targets. 

After inspection a total of 
560,000 square metres of new 
flats were written off the city’s 
books at the end of last year as 
well as a “significant number” of 
public amenities. 

Yeltsin said that a total of 86 
managers of enterprises and org- 
anisations had been expelled from 
toe party in recent months and 
many of then had been pro- 
secuted. 

The party boss, who holds a‘ 
powerful post as a national Com- 
munist Party secretary, said adm- 
inistrators, from district levels 
upwards, were under orders to 
transform their operations. 

Reform through better per- 
sonnel rather than significant cha- 
nges to the central ly-con trolled 
system is toe heart of Gorbachev's 
own formula for modernising the 
country. 


Shuttle blast looks like big setback 


By Christopher Hanson 

Reuter 

WASHINGTON The exp- 
losion of space shuttle Challenger, 
which killed seven astronauts last 
Tuesday, has disrupted plans for 
an exceptional year of US. sci- 
entific exploration using the space 
plane, scientists say. 

They say projects to study Hal- 
ley's comet, send probes to Jupiter 
and toe sun and deploy a huge tel- 
escope to see to the very edge of 
the universe -are in disarray and 
that US, efforts could lag badly as. 
the Soviet Union and other cou- 
ntries make impressive strides in 
space research- 

Shuttle fights have been sus- 
pended as a NASA space- agency 
inquiry investigates the cause of 
the mid-air Mast 

The National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration (NASA) 
has -no official estimate, on when 
flights will resume bat some space 
scientists expect a long gap. 

Marcia Smith, executive cKf- 
ectorof President Reagan's Nat- 
ional Commission- on Space, told 
Reuters two years was a rea- 
sonable guess. That prospect dis- 
mays top US. .scientists. 

“We have to get on wito it. 
NASA wilf exercise extreme cau- 
tion to determine if toe shuttle is 
safe buth wiQ never be completely 
safe;" Arthur Davidsen, birad of 
astrophysics at Johns Hopkins 
University, told Renters, Hopkins 
is d eeply mvofaed in planned sha : 
ttleastronp tay experiments. 


Scientists say major projects 
likely to be held up include: 

— Halley's comet watch and 
.astro ultra-violet laboratory. An 
observatory of ultra-violet ins- 
truments was due for shuttle lau- 
nch on March 6 together with spe- 
cial cameras to observe Halley’s 
comet, toe mysterious body of ice 
and glowing gases that passes 
. earth once every 7 6years. The sat- 
ellite laboratory would have sta- 
yed aloft for use by astronomers. 

US. scientists strongly suspect 
the launch will be cancelled, losing 
toe brief dunce to study toe 
comet. NASA had- already ang- 
ered UJS. scientists for failing to 
send a probe through the comet, 
as toe Soviet Union, Japan, and 
the European Space agency are 
doing. 

— Galileo Jupiter probe and 
Ulysses deep space explorer. Gal- . 
ileoand Ulysses were to have gone 
aloft in May in the first twin lau- 
nch, using toe touttf es Qhalfengjr 
and Atlantis. The spacecraft were 
to have been deployed in orbit to 
blast toward Jupiter using their 
own rockets. . 

Galileo’s mission is to orbit Jup- 
iterin 1988 and send a probe into 
toe planet’s atmosphere. Ulysses, 
a European Space Agency craft, is 
intended to loop. around Jupiter 
.into unexplored deep space bey- 
ond.toe sun. 

. .If they cannot be launched in 
May, thenext opportunity wifi not 
come' for 13 . months because of 
! Jupiter's position. 

But Thomas Gold, a Cornell 


University space -scientist, doubts 
toe shuttle will ever be used to 
launch those craft, which were to 
be filled with highly explosive roc- 
ket fuel and carried in shuttle 
cargo bays. After toe challenger 
disaster that would seem much too . 
dangerous, he said. 

COstly unmanned rockets to 
launch them might not be ava- 
ilable for several years. 

— Space telescope. Deemed 
NASA’s “crown jewel” by Dav- 
idsen, this huge device was des- 
cribed by NASA scientist Ale- 
xander Dossier as “the most inf- 
luential instrument ever put into 
space — an advance rivaling Gal- 
ileo’s first use of toe telescope for 
astronomy nearly 400 years ago.” 
NASA says the telescope could . 
tetastronomers see images of stars 
10 to 20 bflfion light years distant 
Thousands erf astronomers had 
been eagerly awaiting its sch- 
eduled October launch, hoping to 
use it for studies on the origin of 
the universe and of stars/ 

NASA officials .had been cou- 
nting cm these fufly-funded pro- 
jects to keep toe United States in 
the forefront of scientific exp- 
loration. 

The recently enacted Gramm- 
Rudman Deficit Reduction Bill, 
calfing for a balanced federal bud- 
get by 1991 , has made cuts in fut- 
ure space spending inevitable. 

Bat wito shuttle projects in 1 
limbo, there is a greater chance 
toe United States will be.outshone 
in space science by toe Soviet 
Union. 


Modern sculpture in ancient Greek art 


By Katerina Syrian 

Reuter 

ATHENS — There is something 
strangely familiar abont figures on 
show in Athens' newest museum, 
although they were sculpted tho- 
usands of years ago. 

They form part of a display of 
art from the Cyclades islands, 
home of a Greek civilisation that 
flourished between 3000 and 
2000 B.C. 

The white marble statues, car- 
ved with toe simplicity and aus- 
terity of form characteristic of 
.much modern scuplture, remind 
one of the work of such 20th- 
century artists as Henry Moore, 
Pablo Picasso and Amedeo Mod- 
igliani. 

For Dolly Goulandris, Greek 
patron of the arts and founder of 
the “Museum of Cycladic and 
Ancient Greek Art," one of the 
period’s main attractionsis its sim- 


ilarity to modern art. 

“Cycladic art is modem, people 
respond to it immediatiy, it 
‘ doesn’t make them tired,” she told 
Reuters in an interview in toe 
tnarble-and-gl ass-fronted mus- 
eum specially built in central Ath- 
ens to house toe collection of more 
than 200 objects. 

It is the only Cycladic art mus- 
eum in the world. 

Mrs. Goulandris, widow of shi- 
pping magnate Nicholas Gou- 
landris to whom the museum is 
dedicated, began collecting Cyc- 
ladic art objects 25 years ago par- 
tly out of personal interest and 
partly to prevent them from being 
sold abroad. 

“For me Cycladic art, which was 
neglected by scholars until fairly 
recently, is a passion," she said. 

The striking similarity between 
Cycladic and modem sculpture is 
emphasised on the museum's third 
floor, where photographs of works 


by Modigliani, Moore and Picasso 
are put side by side with almost 
identical Cycladic works. 

The 17 Cyclades islands in the 
centra] Aegean grew prosperous 
between 3,200 and 2,000 B.C. by 
exporting locally-mined copper 
and bronze. They were eclipsed at 
the end of the millennium by the 
rise of Minoan Crete. 

As no written documentation 
from the Cydadic period has sur- 
vived, scholars can only speculate 
on toe purpose of the statnes and 
figurines. 

Christos Doumas, archaeology 
professor at Athens University 
and an expert on toe Cydadic per- 
iod, thinks some of toe figurines 
could be fertility symbols or they 
may have been put in graves as 
gifts for the dead. 

“The Cydadic people seem to 
have been the first to invent a way 
of representing the divine in a 
human form,” he said. 


Patou tops Paris fashion show 

By Irina Bossy-Ghka 
Reuter 

PARIS — The eccentric designs of 
toe small Paris fashion bouse Jean 
Patou have taken top honours at 
the end of a week-tong show of 
high- fashion collections. ^ 

Patou designer Christian Lac- 
roix was awarded toe “Golden 
•Bumble,” the coveted Oscar of 
the fashion world, for toe “best, 
most creative and most elegant 
collection.” 


The award, first created in 
1977, is given twice a year at toe 
rod of die spring/summer and 
antnmn/winter shows, the two 
highlights of the Paris fashion cal- 
endar. 

Patou, which has never before 
won the thimble, presented a qui- 
rky reflection, rich in eccentricity 
wito giant floppy hats and 
cabbage-shaped dresses in Cha- 
ntilly lace. 

The collection won rapmrous 


applause during the show, though 
some critics accused the house of 
creating clothes that were unw- 
earable even by the acc- 
ommodating standards of high- 
feshion. 

Emphasising the artistic and 
imaginative dimension of haute- 
couture, Patou showed a witty and 
varied collection of garments car- 
tying exotic names such as Mog- 
ambo. Habanera, Tatoo and Cap- 
rice. 
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Professor of 
parapsychology 
experiments with the 
supernatural 


By Kathy Marks 

Reuter 

EDINBURGH, Scotland — A 

quiet, softly-spoken A merican has 

just started work here as one of 
only two professors of par- 
apsychology in the world — be is 
investigating whether some peo- 
ple can put a jinx on machines. 

“Some people react to mac- 
. hines much better than others, and 
I'm interested in toe possibility 
that there is some kind of psychic 
component involved,” Robert 
Morris told Reuters in his office at 
the 400-year-old Edinburgh Uni- 
versity. 

Morris' new job takes him into 
the realm of telepathy, mmd- 
o vc r- matter and things that go 
bump in the night. 

His controversial chair is fin- 
anced by a 500,000-sterling 
(700 ,000 -^dollar) endowment in 
toe will of writer Arthur Koestler. 
whose bequest was seen as an att- 
empt to gain wider academic acc- 
eptance for toe paranormal. 

Koestler, who first won fame for 
his political novels and aut- 
obiographical works but later 
wrote mostly about science, died 
in 2983 at the qge of 77. He bec- 
ame fascinated by the paranormal 
late in life and wrote “The Roots 
of Coincidence,’’ his most imp- 
ortant book about par- 
apsychology, in 1972. 

Morris’ students, undeterred by 
the reporters and photographers 
who have descended on the uni- 
versity since he began work in 
December, are already strapping 
people to chairs in dark rooms to 
test them for extra-sensory per- 
ception. 

Morris himself will have no tro- 
uble finding guinea pigs for his 
experiments. His desk is ove- 
rflowing wito letters from fans rel- 
ating strange experiences or cla- 
iming paranormal powers. 

“But don’t expect us to produce 
a new ghost every week or check 
out every psychicclaira that comes 
along,” Morris warns. “The sen- 
sational cases that crop up from 
time to time teach us very little. 
They only benifit that person’s 
bankroll and are usually faked 
anyway." 

He is interested in exploring 
Scottish folklore to see what it 
suggests for future research. “On 
the Isle of Skye, for instance, 
many residents claim to have sec- 
ond sight bat say their gift van- 
ishes as soon as they cross over to 
the mainlan d.” 

A student, Julie Milton, 24, 
from Scunthorpe in northeast 
England, uses what is known as 
the Ganzfeld technique to test 
people's powers of clairvoyance. 

. Subj ects are strapped to a chair 
in a small dark room and placed in 
a state of sensory deprivation — 
ping-pong balls over the eyes, a 
red light shining on their face and 
a dull tone played to them through 
earphones — which is supposed to 
make them more receptive to spo- 
ntaneous imagery. 

Their remarks are then mon- 
itored as they try to describe an 
intricate picture locked away in a 
cupboard next door. 


Morris himself seems baffled by 
the blaze of publicity which her- 
alded his appointment and obl- 
ivious to toe shockwave it sent 
through Britain's orthodox aca- 
demic world. 

Few dons in academia will acc- 
ept the paranormal as worthy of 
serious research, says Morris —an 
attitude reflected in the fact there 
is ooly one other chair like his in 
the world — at the Dutch Uni- 
versity of Utrecht. 

“I know some people treat par- 
apsychology as a joke.” says Mor- 
ris. “But the way 1 see it, we have 
some unusual mental powers 
which we don’t understand too 
well and it would be helpful to 
throw some light on them.” 

He has an unexpected ally in the 
heir to the British throne. Prince 
Charles, whose interest in the par- 
anormal is well known. 

Formerly a senior research sci- 
entist in computer smdies at Syr- 
acuse University in New York 
State, Morris has been involved in 
parapsychology for the last 20 
years at various universities in the 
United States. He says his fas- 
cination stems from intellectual 
curiosity rather than personal 
experience of otherwordty hap- 
penings. 

One of his students. 28- 
year-old Sheri Cohn from New 
York, however, who is writing her 
thesis on the theory that psychic 
powers run in the family, says it 
was her gift of extra-sensory per- 
ception which drew her to par- 
apsychology. 

“One morning, for instance. I 
woke up in New York and told my 
flatmate that my identical twin sis- 
ter was in danger " she said. “At 
precisely that same moment a 
bomb exploded outside my sister’s 
apartment 3,000 miles away in 
Arizona." 

It was at Edinburgh University 
that Morris once met Koestler, 
when the author was after-dinner 
speaker at a convention of the 
Parapsychology Association in 

Morris wants to continue the 
Koestler tradition of "shaking 
people up” and intends to start by 
debunking some of the courses 
which claim to teach people to be 
psychic. 

“For some people, these cou- 
rses do bring out their paranormal 
powers, but the majority arc che- 
ated into thinking they're psychic 
or start misleading themselves 
about it.” 

He has learnt toe hard way to be 
constantly on toe lookout for 
fraud and believes one of the rea- 
sons he was selected for the chair 
from an impressive array of app- 
licants from all over the world is 
the respect he has earned from 
sceptics. 

Before his appointment, some 
work on parapsychology had been 
done at Edinburgh as part of psy- 
chology courses by Dr. John Bel- 
off. 

Beloff told Reuters: “We now 
hope to establish parapsychology 
as an option within the psychology 
course. <tnu in-yl zr *ver« n degree 
in it — but that^s looking very far 
to the future.” 


Singer Placido Domingo 
to give millions to 
quake victims 


By Katerina Syrian! 

Reuter 

IRAKUON, Greece — For Pla- 
cido Domingo, one of the worlds 
top opera tenors, toe horror of the 
Mexican earthquake struck a tra- 
gic personal blow. 

Domingo, who emigrated to 
Mexico from Spain as a child and 
has Mexican a wife, lost an unde, 
aunt, nephew and cousin in Sep- 
tember’s quake, an experience 
whkh he says has profoundly aff- 
ected his life. The earthquake kil- 
led about 7,000 people. 

Now he hopes to donate about 
$4 million to the victims of the 
earthquake after cancelling many 
engagements to sing a series of 
charity concerts. 

He flew to Mexico from Chi- 
cago die day after the quake and 
spent 12 days helping to rescue 
survivors and look after the inj- 
ured. 

“I can’t describe what it was 
like," Domingo told Reuters in an 
interview in this port city on toe 
island of Crete, where he was mak- 
ing a film of Giuseppe Verdf s 
opera “Otello" directed by Fra- 
nco Zefirelli. 

“The noise, toe screaming, the 
despair affected me deeply.” 

Domingo said be had recently 
started singing again, after a two- 
month break. The rest had been 
advised by doctors because of 
problems wito his voice caused by 
a mask be had to wear against inf- 
ection. 

"My voice is fine now and I'd 
like to give up a whole year for 
charity conceits ‘but theatres and 
managers won’t let me ," : he said 


during a break in filming. 

Domingo cancelled six app- 
earances in a new production of 
“Otello” at London's Covent 
Garden next spring but agreed to 
sing “Simon Boccanegra” there 
for four nights instead as that 
opera demands fewer rehearsals. 
He will sing “Otello" in 1987. 

He said be has already done 
charity concerts in Bari and Zur- 
ich and is scheduled to perform in 
London, Paris, Hamburg, Mun- 
ich, Cologne, Milan and several 
American cities. 

*TI1 go back to my ordinary 
contracts when I’ve finished the 
concerts but what I would really 
like to do is go on singing for Mex- 
ico," Domingo said. 

The 44-year-old singer, who 
made his operatic debut as Alf- 
redo in Verdi’s “Traviata”' in 
1961, dismissed suggestions that 
he ran the risk of being overtaken 
by other tenors by the time he. ret- 
urned to full-time professional 
singing. 

‘Today it’s very difficult for 
other singers” he said. “You have 
your place and nobody will take it 
away from you just because you 
don’t appear on stage so often.” 

Domingo said his wife Marta 
and his close friends supported his 
idea to sing toe charity concerts. 
“My wife is very happy and even 
though my friends say they are sad 
they won’t see me in so many per- 
formances, they know it’s for a 
good reason.”' 

He said he planned to continue 
‘si nging for at least 10 more years 
and then turn more seriously to 
conducting, of which he has alr- 
eady done a fair amount. 
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Meeting agenda promises 
to renew struggle over 

future of English League 


LONDON (R) — Officials of the English Football 
League are heading for another showdown with the 
country’s top soccer chibs just weeks after the two 
sides had apparently patched up their differences 
oyer the future of the game. 


The league Tuesday published 
the agenda for an extraordinary 
general meeting next month when 
the structure of the 92-club league 
is likely to be altered radically to 
head off threa is by the top clubs to 
form a super-league. 

The clubs want the majority 
needed to vote for changes in the 
league's structure to be reduced to 
66 per cent from the present 75 
per cent. 

But the agenda shows the lea- 
gue's management committee 
aims to re tain the 75 per cent mark 
for major decisions while int- 
roducing a 60 per cent majority 
for less important matters like fin- 
ance and transfer regulations. 

The second point of difference 


between the die two sides con- 
cerns die make-up of the man- 
agement committee itself. 

Top dubs want to scrap the pre- 
sent system of representation 
based on regions and establish an 

eight-man committee comprising 

four from the first division, three 
from the second and an associate 
member. 

Such a move would most pro- 
bably force the resignation of lea- 
gue president Jack Dunnett, who 
is chairman of a third division 
dub. Notts County. 

But the agenda, which was pre- 
pared by Dunnett, does not men- 
tion changing the means of ele- 
ction, leaving the way dear for the 
Notts County chairman to serve a 


sixth year. 

The remainder of the agenda 
for the March 4 meeting is as exp^ 
ected: __ 

— A reduction in the number of 
dubs in the first division to 20 
from 22 by the end of the 1987 -88 
season and an increase in the sec- 
ond division to 24 dubs from 22. 

— The 19th-p laced first div- 
ision team would take part in a 
play-off with the teams finishing 
third, fourth and fifth in the sec- 
ond for the re maining first division 
place. 

— The dub finishing bottom of 
the fourth division will be replaced 
fay the champions of the Cola 
minor league providing die latter 
has adequate facilities. 

— 50 per cent of all future lea- 
gue sponsorship will go to first div- 
ision clubs and 25 per cent to the 
second division. 

— More television raoh will go 
to dubs who actually appear in 
televised games. 


Bearzot doesn’t like Italy’s odds 


By Clare Fallon 

Reuter 

ROME — The euphoria. has long 
since faded, but memories of the 
night three-and-a-haif years ago 
when Italy won the World Cup 
have returned to haunt manager 
Enzo Bearzot. 

The mantle of defending cha- 
mpions weighs heavily on the Ita- 
lians as they approach this year’s 
Finals in Mexico. 

Bearzot freely admits the odds 
are stacked against his side suc- 
ceeding a second time. 

"According to the law of pro- 
bability, it is virtually impossible 
to win again." he said. "Since 
World War II only Brazil have 
managed it —in 1958 and 1962 — 
but they had Pele.” 

But the Italians have had a mis- 
erable time since they lifted the 
trophy in Spain in 1982 and their 
fortunes dipped to an all-time low 
when they failed to reach the finals 
of the European Championship in 
France two years ago. 

Little is left of Bearzot's vic- 
torious 1 982 side and a succession 
of friendly internationals have so 
far failed to produce ' a side to 
equal it. 

Yet Bearzot, who is expected to 
name his 22-man squad at the end 
of April, remains far from dis- 


couraged, remembering the two 
previous World Cups when unh- 
eralded players emerged late to 
challenge for places. 

"I am curious to see if, at the last 
moment, something or .someone 
interesting emerges, as happened 
just before Argentina in 1976 and 
Spain in 1982," Bearzot said. 

Fullback Antonio Cabrini 
and centre-forward Paolo Rossi 
were last-minute inclusions in the 
side which finished fourth in Arg- 
entina. 

Rossi scored three goals during 
the 1978 Finals andbeca me a nat- 
ional hero in 1982 when his six 
goals, including a hat-trick against 
Brazil, helped Italy to victoiy. 

Full back Giuseppe 'B ergo mi, 
now a pillar of the national team, 
was also a late addition to the Ita- 
lian side in Spain after w innin g his 
first cap just three months before. 

As holders, Italy bad automatic 
entry to this year's Finals and will 
open the co mpetition against Bul- 
garia in Mexico City on May 31. 
Their other opponents in Group A 
are Argentina and South Korea. 

Without the qualifying tou- 
rnament, Bearzot has had to rely 
on friendlies to experiment. 

Rain and snow, which twice 


prevented 


bed him of the chance to blood a 
■ crop of young players waiting in 
the wings. 

He had planned to use Aldo 
Serena as a lone central striker 
flanked by two wingers, new- 
comers Gianluca VialH of Sam- 
pdoria and Paolo Baldieri of Pisa. 

But with die match now unl- 
ikely to be rescheduled because of 
a tight programme, Beaizot has 
turned back to the established 
stars for a friendly against West 
Germany in Avellino Wednesday. 

He initially called up six of the 
side who played in the 3-1 win 
over the Germans in the Madrid 
World Cap Final, including Rossi, 
who has not been in the national 
side for 10 months, winger Bruno 
Conti and Sandro AitobelE. 

But injury, which has dogged 
Rossi all season, has returned to 
put the player's place in doubt. 

The Italians plan two more fri- 
endlies at home, against Austria 
and Yugoslavia, before travelling 
to Mexico ou May 15. Another 
warm-up match is being planned 
in Mexico City against Honduras. 

Bearzot has few problems in 
defence where World Cup vet- 
erans Antonio Cabrini, Giuseppe 
Bergomi and Fulvio Collovati 


against The Netherlands being 
played in Genoa last month, rob- 


in ternatioiiai- -continue to flourish alongside 


newcommers like Pietro Vie- 
rchowod and Roberto Tricella. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 

Ickx to give up endurance racing 

BRUSSELS (R) — Belgian driver Jack^ Ida, world champion in 
1982 and 1983, said Tuesday he was giving up endurance car 
racing. Ida. 41, who won 11 Formula One Grands Ptix between 
1968 and 1974 before concentrating on endurance events, told 
the Belgian newspaper Le Soir: "It’s like a gambler in the casino. 
He wins and wins, and then one day he has to stop or else he will 
lose the lot.” Ickx, speaking in Monte Carlo, said he would devote 
himself to ‘"other things which please and amuse me in other 
areas.” He added that he expected his association with Porsche to 
continue but his place in the West German manufacturer’s end- 
urance team would be taken by German driver Bob Woliek. 

. Three charged for sports violence 

SINGAPORE (R) — A Singapore hockey player and two others 
were charged in court Tuesday for involvement in a free-for-all 
■ du ring a friendly international match between Singapore' and 
Oman in which several Omanis were inj ured. Farleigh Clarke and 
two Singapore spectators were alleged to have used hocky sticks 
or chairs to harm the Omani players during the match last Sep- 
tember. Three Omanis, including team manager Ahmad Saleem 
Raid an, suffered bead and face injuries when spectators and 
players from both sides dashed, forcing the match to be aba- 
ndoned 22 minutes from time, the court heard. The case will be 
heard next month. 

Second Hong Kong-Peking rally planned 

PEKING (AP) — China will be host to a second Hong Kong- 
to -Peking Motor Rally from Sept 14 to 19 this year, the official 
Xinhua News Agency reported Monday, quoting the China 
Motor Sports Association. Last September’s 3,400-kilometre 
route whl be expanded by 360 kilometres and the race will have 
23 stages, one more than in 1985, it said. A trial run is planned for 
July, following problems in the 1985 race including Lack of gas- 
oline at several refuelling points. Hannu Mikkola of Finlan d won 
last year's race, which tad 36 competitors from 14 countries. 

Yusupov ends Tim man ’s playoff hopes 

TTLB URG, The Netherlands (R) — Artur Yusupov of the Soviet 
Union beat Dutchman Jan Timman Monday for a place in the 
• final of the competition to select a world chess championship 
challenger. 

England B racks up first 
win of Sri Lankan tour 

KANDY, Sri Lanka (R) — Eng- Asanka Gurusinghewasrunout 
land B scored the first win of their for 16 before Arjuna Ranatunga 
Sri Lankan cricket tour Tuesday, and opener AmaJ SQva added 43 
registering an exciting four-run for the fourth wicket, the stand 
victoiy in the third and final one- being broken by Tim Tremlett 
day game against the island team, who cut his pace to bowl off spin 
Chasing a target of 1 95, the Sri and had Ranatunga caught for 22. 

for 2ff.fi t £f Silva went on to make 53 in 170 

° Ver bowled by minutes but nnta schoolboy Til- 

Thf fif ‘ Knii- lekerathe batted, the later bat- 

The first five balls yielded five „ 

runs to last-wicket pair Hashan Eailfer F.nolnnri R ckinripr 

TiUekeratne, who made 22 not Nkholas^ho was named 

andP ingle (24) figured in an ent- 

undermirwH J Lawrence en? rising seventh-wicket stand of 

undermined the Sn Lankan inn- g0 in onlv seven overs to lift the 
mgs with two wickets in three balls ^ 1 JTfa/riS ftJS 4 S 

in the eighth over to make the 1 for qme £rora 45 

total 24 for two. OVere ‘ 


Vladimir Salnikov, the USSR s 
venerable ' old man’ of swimming 

By Derek Parr poolside Interview here. boycotted Los Angeles Olympics, 

Reuter “I feel it T s a pity that I lost the “I needed time to take cure oi 


By Derek Farr poolside interview here. 

Reuter “I feel it T s a pity that I lost the 

400 freestyle but my general goal 
PARIS — Vladimir Salnikov. ^ the world championships and 
doyen of world swimming, has sei- this year I train a lot. Only my 
zed the challenge of a world cha- wife helps. She's an amateur 
rapionship comeback, with coa- coach.” He said his old trainer 
dung help from his wife. Igor KrshJrin was now involved in 

In swimming's world of teenage other coaching, 
prodigies, the supreme Soviet dis- Salnikov and his wife Marina 
tance free sty ler has defied time have been married for three years, 
both on poolside clocks and in the “She studied track and field ath- 
length of his competitive career, letics, but since I met her she swi- 
sh rugging off the challenges of tched to swimming,” he smiled, 
rivalsforfhe best part of a decade. He says his training mileage is a 

The years seemed to have cau- jjttle smaller than it once was. 
ght up with. him when he ‘dipped “The maximum I did was 97,000 
out of the intematkmal spotlight metres a week. Now I try to listen 
for most of 1985. Bat he has res- to my feelings ” he said. 


poolside interview here. boycotted Los Angeles Olympics. 

“I feel ft's a pity that I lost the “I needed time to cake care of 
400 freestyle but my general goal my shoulder trouble. I was out of 
is the world championships and international competition but I 
rfrfe year I train a lot. Only my took part in the aifflnicr national 
wife helps. She's an amateur championships last year. I was 
coach.” He said his old trainer preparing for the European Cha- 
Igor KrshJrin was now involved in mpkmships but unfortunately I 
other coaching. got sick and couldn't take pari,” 

Salnikov and his wife Marina Salnikov, freely in English, said, 
have been married for three years. "I had a high temperature. I was 

“She studied track and field ath- sick for a longtime and I realised I 
letics, but since I met her she swi- couldn’t prepare for the European 


urfaced with an audacious new 
target for 1986 — next August’s 
World Grampionships in Madrid. 
He was a double gold medallist at 
both the last two in 1978 and 
1982. 

Salnikov, nearing 26 and ven- 
erable in swimming terms, suf- 
fered a rare defeat here last wee- 
kend when he was beaten for fin- 
ishing speed over 400 metres by 
East German Uwe Dassler, seven 
years his junior, in the annual 
Boulogne-Biliancourt short- 
course meeting, though he was 
streets ahead in the 1,500. 

Swimming archivists delved 
back to 1 983 for his last defeat. He 
has not been bettered in a major 
championship since 1981 when he 
was second to Yugoslav Bo rut 
Petrie in the European Cha- 


SalnikoY is deservedly regarded 
as the greatest distance swimmer 
of all time —his exceptional status 
illustrated here by groups of fel- 
low competitors asking him for 
autographs in notebooks and on 
swimming caps. 

He may not have the towering 
physical stature of younger giant- 
sized freestylers such as West 
German Michael Gross or Fre- 
nchman Stephan Caron. Bnt fla- 
wless technique, formidable tra- 
ining standards and mental tou- 
ghness have brought him peerless 
consistency. 


Championships." 

Salnikov, aiming to race over 
400 and 1,500 metres m Madrid, 
sees his leading rivals as Dassler. a 
couple of top Americans and. if 
the West German chooses to swim 
the 400. Gross, who grabbed the 
Russian’s world record last year. 

Dassler. who inherited Sal- 
nikov’s European 400 and 1 .500 
metres crowns by default last 
August, was barely nine when 
Salnikov began setting European 
records in 1976 — the year he fin- 
ished fifth in the Montreal Oly- 
mpics 1,500 metres final. 

Salnikov imposed new sta- 
ndards in distance swimming — 
first to break eight minutes for 800 
metres, first to beat three minutes 
50 seconds for400 and, in a clastic 
performance at the 1980 Moscow 


The years of invincibility have Olympics, first to swim a sub- 
imposed extra pressures. "Cer- 15 -minute 1,500. 

* TZS He set successions of world rec- 

the top for a long time as I have * ... ^ 

done ."said Salnikov, who moved 

to Moscow in October 1982 after ^ for800_and 14:54.76 


mpjonjships 400 metres in split to studying in Leningrade and is now 


the surprise of alL 
Nobody has beaten S alnik ov 
over 1 ,500 metres for eight years, 
during which time he has amassed 
world, Olympic and European tit- 
les and an array of world records. 

Salnikov returned to int- 
ernational competition only last 


engaged on post-graduate studies 
at die Institute of Physical Cul- 
ture. 

“For seven or eight years I 
haven't lost a 1.500 freestyle to 
anybody. It’s a big responsibility 
because a lot of people want to 
beat me and every competition I 


December with two wins in the 'took part in for the last several 
European Cup in The Net- years was very important.” 


heriands after a year dogged by 
injury and illness. 

‘Tin notin good shape. My res- 
ults are so-so. But this year the 
only competition which is imp- 
ortant for me is the World Cha- 
mpionships,” he told Reuters in a 


for 1.500, both dating back to 
1983, still stand. He won three 
European 1 ,500 metres tides in a 
row and completed 400 and 1 .500 
doubles at the 1980 Moscow 
Olympics and the 1978 and 1982 
World Championships in West 
Berlin and Guayaquil, Ecuador. 

“If I had won the 400 and 1.500 
metres breaking the world records 
I would certainly have very ser- 
iously envisaged ending my car- 


But after his long absence from f c ^ rtaml y **** vei y «*- 

competition he now wants to con- *° us ^y envisaged ending my car- 
een trate on just one target. He eer. But no record fell... and I was 
said he suffered from a left sho- left with . a geaetal feeling of dis- 
nlder injury after the 1984 “Fri- satisfaction,” he was quoted as 
endship Ga mes” in Moscow the sa Y* n 8 ™ a Soviet press interview a 
Soviet-bloc replacement for the Y ear a 6°- 


Italy and Germany each need victory 


:ke rathe batted, the later bat- AVELLINO, Italy (R) — Italy 
men provided little resistance. me?t West Germany in a repeat of 

Eariier England B skipper the 1982 World Cup Final Wed- 
flaric Nicholas, who was named nesday, wife both sides needing a 
lan-of-the-Mateh, struck , a fig- morale-boosting ■ victory after a 
ting 50. Stephen Rhodes (35) jsedts of setbacks.' * < ' » 
nd Pringle (24) figured in an ent- The Italians won that finall 

rp rising seventh-wicket stand of 3-1 but, just three months before 
0 in only seven overs to lift the the start of the 1986 Finals, they 
otal to 194 for nine from 45 are hardly showing the form of 
,v crs. world champions. 


FOR RENT 

Newly built (furnished or unfurnished) superdeluxe apa- 
rtments (three bedrooms, living room, dining room, family 
living room, kitchen and two bath rooms... etc.) in a 
• 5-apartment building at Jabal Amman between 5th and 4th 
Circles - all services: telephone, C.H., electricity and water 
supply are separate. 

For more information please call Tel: 09-983331-5. Eng. 
Akram Abu-Laban. 


OPERAS 

Cinema |i 

1VOO Vr « ^£l^s 


FOR RENT OR SALE IN JABAL AMMAN 

Independent house in Jabal Amman with large garden 
serves as office contains telex line, central heating 
with two telephone lines, near the Soviet Cultural Cen- 
tre. 

Call Tel: 6*4172 


Last November Italy, who fai- Antonio Di Gennaro, and Paolo 
led to qualify for foe 1984 Eur- Rossi, the striker whose six goals 
opean Championships, were def- helped Italy win the World Cup. 
eated .1-0 by. fellow-finalists Pol- These three will be replaced by 
and. Bnt more humiliatingly they Rdbhrio Tricella. Carlo Anoelfoti 
also suffered a 2 7 1 home defeat by and 2 AJdo Serena respectively. 
Norway in September. Serena's selection is the most 

West Germany, who could not interesting. Currently joint top 
progress beyond the first round of scorer in the Italian league, he- 
the European Championships, go seems certain to push Rossi hard 
into the friendly in this southern for a place in Mexico. 

Italian town with an even worse' The West Ger man side con- 
recent record. tinues to suffer from the sdf- 

Six matrixes without a win have imposed absence of arguably toe 
included defeats by England, best contemporary German pla- 
Mexioo, toe Soviet Union and yer, Berad Schuster of Barcelona. 


PM 


SECRET PLACES 




INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE 
SCHOOL 


The International Baccalaureate School invites applications 

for the following posts for September 1986: 

1 . MATHEMATICS TEACHER, competent to teach to GCE 'O' 
and 'A' level. 

2. BIOLOGY TEACHER, competent to teach to GCE O' and 
'A‘ level'. 

3. ENGLISH TEACHER, to teach language and literature thr- 
oughout Senior School. Must be a native speaker of Eng- 
lish and must have a minimum of three years' EFL exp- 
erience in a school. 

4. TEACHER OF GIRLS’ PE for Senior School. Must be able to 
offer a specialist sport or sports, such as judo, fencing, 
gymnastics, in addition to normal class activities. 

5. TWO PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS for grades 1-2 and 
grades 4-6. Must be native speakers of English.fuily qua- 
lified, and with at least 3 years' experience. 

6. MUSIC TEACHER, competent to teach Music to GCE 'O' 
and ‘A’ level. 

7. TEACHER OF CRAFT. DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY, com- 
petent to teach to GCE ‘O' level. 


Have a sunny weekend at 

Svufi 

Aqaba 

Accommodation half board 
Round Trip Air Ticket Am man /Aqaba/ Am man 
Transfers from and to Aqaba Airport 
3 Days and 2 Nights J.D. 4a 000 Per Person 
( With possibility of extension ) 

For reservations and Information please call: 


Portugal, all of whom wiQ] be in the 
Mexico Finals. 

Both Italy’s coach Enzo Bea- 
izot and his opposite number 
Franz Beckenbauer therefore see 
the match as an important ind- 
icatorof their World Cup chances. 

But the opportunity to gain any 
useful experience from the match 
has been reduced by injury. 

Bearzot is without his first cho- 


His midfield role will be filled 
Wednesday by toe ageing F efix 
Magato. 

In attack, Beckenbauer may 
well tty 19-year-old Olaf Tbon 
alongside the experienced p airing 
of Kari-Heinz Kummenjgge and 
Klaus Allots. 

Beckenbauer had intended to 
use Wolfgang Hannes as sweeper 
but his injury-enforced absence 


ABAHA 


am 


ABAHA TOUR’S & TRAVEL Holiday Inn Hotel, Amman 
Tel: 663100 Ext 3103 


ice sweeper Gaetano Scirea, his means a return to first team duty 
first choice midfield play maker, for Klaus Augen thaler. 


FOR RENT 

Two bedroomed and three bedroomed apartments, 
furnished and unfurnished. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: Shmeisani, near Birds Garden. 

Tel: 641443, 667862 
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LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 


LONDON (R) Following are the buying" and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midday on 
the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One sterling 
One U 3: dollar 


One ounce of gold 


1 3677/87 

1.4445/55 

2.4170/80 

2.7300/10 

2.0465/75 

4938/43 - 

7.4050/4100 

1644/1645 

192.15/2 5 

73860/5910 

73100/50 

8.9040/90 

337.00/33830 


U3. dollars 
Canadian dollars 
West German marks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
US. dollars 


LONDON STOCK MARKET 


LONDON (R) — The market was higher on balance in a mod- 
erately active session in response to better than expected U.K. 
money supply estimates for January, dealers said. At 1545 GMT 
the FT 30 was 8 3 up at 11 64 J having reached an intra day hi gh of 
1164.7 and the FT5E 100 index was 6.1 up at 1431 2. 

Prices were easier at the outset on fresh concern over lower 
crude prices which depressed sterling. News that bank lending 
rose only £400 million against expectations of as much as £4 
bSBon prompted sterling to rally, dealers added. 

Government bonds showed net gains of up to % point. North 
Americans finned but gpld shares were lower. 

Leading industrials were firmer, with I Cl up 7p to 834. and 
■ Glaxo 15p higher at 883. Jaguar ended 16p firmer at 428, mostly 
on U3. demand, dealers said. In lower oik, B~P. lost lOp at 558 
but Shell was unchanged at 668. 

BJ-. finished 29p up at 71, compared with last Friday’s dose of 
33p. after the company's board confirmed talks with General 
Motors over the possible sale of its commercial vehides division. 
Rowntree Mackintosh added 20p to 228 on speculative buying. 
Westland ended lOp lower at 113. In higher stores, Dixons rose 
l Op to 972 . 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY, FEB. 5, 1986 

. GENERAL 'TENDENCIES: Until noon, you are 
under good influences to decide the policies and die goals 
under which you would most like to live in the days 
ahead and to make changes where necessary. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) You get fine ideas in the 
morning, and should discuss them with one who can give 
yon backing you need. • 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) Organize your activities 
more intelligently so that you make greater progress and 
■increase happiness. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) A talk with a partner 
can bring fine ideas that should be put in motion quick- 
ly so that you can both benefit from them. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to JuL 21) Take time 
' - to make promises tJuffc jrou have made work more efE- 
' Tuehtly and profitaBl^or you. " 

• LEO (JuL 22 to Aug£'21) Spend the morning perfect- 
ing some special talents you possess and then make a 
big Bit with them in the afternoon and evening. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) Talk over with kin how 
to make your home more c.haqmyng and smooth-running, 
and then make the right changes. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) Morning is fine for handl- 
ing correspondence and clearing your desk of bills. Then 
the evening can be charming at home. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 toNov. 21) Get busy working out 
present financial arrangements in the morning, and 
tonight, concentrate on how to be more productive. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 21) Study your 
wishes carefully and know bow best to attain them, then 
full speed ahead at gaining them. 

■ CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) Get the advice you 
need from experts so that you can gain what means the. 
most to you. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) Be positive in going 
after your aims in the morning, but tonight use tact and 
subtle ways. Be charming. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) Handle any credit or 
public affairsjn the morning, and tonight pursue per* 
sonal desires, and gain them. 

IF YOUR CHILD IS BORN TODAY ... he or she will 
want to learn a great deal and possess a fine mentality. 
Give as thorough an educational course as you can and 
your progeny will make very good use of it, especially 
in the business world, and can be very successful Make 
sure that spiritual braining is given early for best results. 







THE Daily Crossword,* w . RusmS McDowaw 


ACROSS 


5 Trash 
8 Hguraimn 

13 Skirt type 

14 Low 

15 SMd eow- 
lff Bai 


Slowing as 

18 Extinct DM - 

19 BomraUw 
ebbr. 

20 Latin obbr. 

21 LMngeoat 
plan 

2S At oil times 
25 Wizard of 
' Mento Petit 
27 Gambling bouse 

29 Sma&flsb 

30 Turk, tide 

33 Scratch out 

34 Places 
vertically 

37 Lame cask 

38 Dry 

39 Caravansary 

40 fn that case 

41 Mo. 

42 Toward the 

43 Rambler 
44Comp.pt. 

45 Malde — 
«<Sn*Hbie 

48 Chfe strati 
S^SrMartaa 

t Co t jUit i u e * 
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Ym today's Puzzle Solved: 



► 1 

f SaH-sa WaBad 
2 loadable - r 
3Hefa(mxtw 
4 Wro ng pt pL : 


5 HaRa capital 

8 Strofi 

7 Wage • ' 

8 They wffl not 
be kissed? ■' 

. 9 Indian 
confederacy 
10 Causeol 
befllgerant 
chins? 

J1 Assistant 
12 Opening 
14 Stuck-up 
features?' ' 
20 Poetictkne 
22 Etnptoya 
24ConveM 
20 Irani money - 

27 Stretch tba 

* neck 

28 Mossa’ brother 
SI Conjecture . 

32 Year Ft. 

35 Jordan city, 
cJoirf 

« Before " 
WWWked 


HQaa aanaa naaa 
ranms naana nncin 
□anmniraniBBa ramaa 
00H0nni □BHiaanfu 

□KCIHPI MHHS3 
□HaiiiHCinm roras 
□Him □□□a □£!□□ 
Brian mnnraa aana 
QBQa onus naaa 
man aaaanraaB 
□□□a gnaan 
BBQaaoa rausifina 
aanra □iinnHfliiaa^ 
vjuim Pianna oeiciii 
bqqq saana asaa 


42 Sunoundadliy 
47 — deJaneim 


50 — 1 

.SZSootMWde- 

58 Speak Mtterty 


55. Search 
ST-BBndee — 

'58 Yucatan 
liaflm 

81 — de Cologne 

82 Cote sow) 


Lebanese lira sinks to record low 
amid fears of greater lawlessness 


BEIRUT (R) — The Lebanese 
pound plunged to a record low 
against foe dollar again Tuesday, 
pushing up food prices and spa- 
rking fears of greater lawlessness 
in the embattled country. 

Dealers said the pound hit a 
record low of 2730 against foe 
dollar before closing at 2130/ 
22.50 after last-minute int- 
ervention by the central bank. It 
ended the day Monday at a record 
dosing low of 24.60/25.00 

Loral residents said they feared 
growing economic crisis would 
encourage gunmen to take the law 
into their own hands to obtain 
money and essential goods. 

The crisis has been fuelled by 
inter-Christian feuding over a col- 
lapsed militia peace accord to end 
a decade-long civil war that has 
cost at least 100,000 lives. 


“They are killing us in a dif- 
ferent way — through horrible 
prices,” said Mrs. Samira Shukr. a 
36-year-old housewife. 

A banker, noting that foe pound 
stood at nine to the dollar in Jan- 
uary last year, said people had lost 
confidence in their own currency 
and were buying dollars at any 
price. 

“They know the dollar will con- 
tinue to rise ” he added, 

Mr. Majid Jurablatt. a deputy 
central bank governor, said the 
bank sold >27 million before Tue- 
sday's dose. “Wc are ready to int- 
ervene more tomorrow if dealers 
continue to speculate.*' he said. 

A businessman said that in civil 
war people felt insecure, even at 
police stations. 

But foe economic crisis "means 
more trouble — more car thefts. 


prot 
id roh 


money and more armed robberies 
in Lebanese homes." 

Homeowners were installing 
security devices to head off vblent 
robbe ry after the peace accord col- 
lapsed. 

“People are buying iron gates, 
but all these measures can stop 
only individuals. Five or six armed 
men can do whatever they like .“ 
the businessman said. 

‘■There is no obvious impact 
right now on law and order." said 
a security source. “People have 
patience and money, but both 
commodities might run out in a 
month or two.” 

A woman shopper told a local 
television: "It's not just economic 
crisis. Wc fear famine, like Afr- 
ica." 


Israelis protest rising unemployment 


TEL' AVIV, Israel (AP) — One 
million workers stopped work for 
two hours Tuesday to protest ris- 
ing unemployment, an official of 
the Histadrut Trade Union Fed- 
eration said. 

Almost the entire public and 
private sector, including radio, 
television, airports and schools, 
closed down in what was billed by 
the Histadrut as a warning strike. 
Commercial and industrial wor- 
kers held protest meetings but did 
not halt production lines. 

Histadrut Spokesman Shmuel 
Solertold the Associated Press foe 
strike was in protest of "the det- 
erioration in foe employment sit- 
uation. Every day another plant 
folds.” 

According to labour and wel- 
fare ministry figures, une- 
mployment is now running at 73 
percent, about 1 3 percent higher 
than a year ago. 

. Some economic analysts are 
warning that foe jobless rate could 
reach JO per cent following the 
government’s emergency eco- 
nomic plan. 

The programme, which went 
into effect last July, called for the 
dismissal of three percent-of Israel 
civil service employees, caused the 
cancellation of some government 
contracts and tightened credit for 
businesses and individuals. 

Government officials say the 
unemployment rate in some 
towns, inhabited mainly by foe 
families of Jews who immigrated 
from the lAxab, .countries in. The 
1950s,'is as high as 15 to 2£r.per 
cent. ~ I 

The Histadrut has criticised the 
government's budget proposal for 


1986. which calls for additional 
cuts in spending and wage res- 
trictions. 

“It is anti-welfare policy which 
provides for greater une- 
mployment, lack of economic 
growth, and deterioration of edu- 
cation and welfare services the 
Histadrut said in a statement. 

Layi stirs controversy 

Meanwhile, the bead of Israel 
Aircraft Industries said some sen- 
ior military officers want to stop 
development of the first Israeli- 
produced fighter jet because they 
are co mpeting for allocations from 
a shrinking defence budget. Israeli 
newspapers reported Tuesday. 

But Mr. David Ivri. also a for- 
mer commander of the Israeli Air 
Force, told Davar newspaper such 
cancellation would be a serious 
mistake. “Whoever closes down 
the project will be eating up the 
future in the fullest sense of the 
word." he said. 

Israel's defence budget was cut 
during 1985 from *3.2 billion to 
>235 billion, excluding >1.4 bil- 
•iion of defence aid. 

Major General Dan Sbomron. 
who is the mllitaiy’s deputy chief 
of staff, said last month dev- 
elopmentof the plane was too cos- 
tly and was not a top priority for 
the defence establishment 

The fighter known as foe Lavi. 
“lion” in Hebrew, has-been con- 
troversial since its conception in 
1975. but debate over foe plane 
has seldom been so public. It was 
prompted by a change in U3. reg- 
ulations surrounding American 
funding for foe project. 


The U3. government, which 
has contributed 5750 million to 
foe project over foe past three 
years, recently deckled to allow 
the >251) million earmarked ann- 
ually for foe Lavi to be spent any- 
where foe Israeli 'defence est- 
ablishment choses. 

Full-scale production is sch- 
eduled to start in 1990 with the 
first prototype of foe fighter ready 
by September. 

Mr. Ivri said stopping foe pro- 
ject would be expensive. "The 
cost of halting foe Lavi project will 
be >200 million in fines and com- 
pensation. I believe this debt will 
come out of foe defence budget.” 
he told Haaretz newspaper. 

More than 2,000 workers will 
have to leavp Israel to find work if 
the project is stopped, Mr. Ivri 
said. 

Both Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres and Defence Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin support foe project. 

"I am convinced that at this 
stage halting foe project would be 
a mistake. We must continue and 
complete the development of the 
Lavi.” Rabin said Monday on Isr- 
ael Radio. 

Mr. Ivri said the fighter wBl cost 
between >133 and SI 5 million 
per plane. UJ5. government ana- 
lysts have been quoted as pre- 
dicting foe cost could be two to 
three times that. 

The Lavi is to replace foe aging 
U-S.-made A-4 Skybawks. P-4 
Phantoms and foe -Israeli- made 
Kfirs. The Lavi will join U.S.- 
made F-l 5s and F-l 6s as foe bac- 
kbone of the air force. 


Oil price plunge will hamper 
UAE economy, senior official says 


ABU DHABI (R) — A senior 
Abu Dhabi finance official said in 
remarks published Tuesday that 
foe sudden fall in oil prices would 
make it harder for the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) to fund 
projects and finance its budget 
deficit. 

The emirate’s finance dep- 
artment undersecretary. Sheikh 
Juaan Salem AJ Dhahiri told AJ 
Bayan newspaper, “the sharp 
drop in oil prices has reduced to a 


great extent the opportunities to 
control the financial deficit... and 
brought a rethinking of most pro- 
jects which were expected to be 
completed.'’ 

The UAE. which earns more 
than 80 per cent of its revenue 
fro moil, recorded a budget deficit 
of some two billion dirhams (>545 
million) last year, roughly one- 
eighth of its spending. It was fin- 
anced through local bank bor- 
rowing. 


Sheikh Dhahiri said foe oil price 
slide would have a negative effect 
on foe UAE private sector, par- 
ticularly in contracting and man- 
ufactured goods, because of lower 
government spending. 

Sheikh Dhahiri said that if cur- 
rent oil consumption trends con- 
tinued and producers outside the 
Organisation of Petroleum Exp- 
orting Countries did not limit their 
output, "oil prices may reach >15 
a barrel before the end of 1 986." 


OPEC special committee 
ends talks, recommends 
raising oil output ceiling 


VIENNA (Agencies) — An Organisation of Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries (OPEC) special com- 
mittee ended two days of talks here Tuesday and 
recommended raising the group’s oil output ceiling, 
currently 16 million barrels per day (b/d), com- 
mittee chairman and Venezuelan Oil Minister Art- 
uro Hernandez Grisanti said. 


But he said no specific figure for 
the increased ceiling was decided 
on because "that is the duty of foe 
(full ministerial ) conference.” 

When asked when the next full 
OPEC ministerial conference 
would meet, be said that had not 
yet been agreed. 

OPEC ministers faced a choice 
of trying to maintain the group's 
market share, and let prices find 
their own level, or cutting back 
output in an attempt to bolster 
world prices. 

Mr. Hernandez said foe com- 
mittee — which also included the 
oil ministers of Iraq, Kuw ait, Ind- 
onesia and the UAE — had rea- 
ched the unanimous conclusion 
that a fair share of foe world oil 
market should be higher than the 
present self-imposed production 
ceiling. 

He added that foe committee 
had agreed "ways and means of 
reaching this.” but did not ela- 
borate. 

He said foe committee emp- 
hasised the absolute need for inc- 
reased cooperation between 
OPEC and non -OPEC oil pro- 
ducers to strike a better balance 
between o3 supply and demand. 

Prices crash 

Traders gave OPEC a vote of 
no-confidence as crude oil prices 
fell by >i on foe European spot 
market Tuesday bringing foe cost 
of one barrel to almost half foe 
oiTs value in just three months. 

Britain’s North Sea Brent 
grade, foe most sensitive pointer 
to world trends, breached the > 1 6 
barrier and traders said there were 
unconfirmed reports that a cargo 
loading in April was sold Tuesday 
for >15.80 a barrel. 

OPEC’s recommendation to 
raise foe cartel’s production cei- 
ling was met with dismay by tra- 
ders. ■ ■ 

One London -b^sfed trader, who 
asked not to be named, described 
such a move as ludicrous and said 
it would inflict a heavy psy- 
chological blow, given that world 
markets were already awash with 
unwanted oD. 

Analysts noted that Saudi Ara- 
bia. which dominates OPEC, was 
not represented at foe meeting 
and this inevitably devalued foe 
derision. 

Saudi Oil Minister Ahmad Zaki 
Yamani Monday cast doubt on 
whether the committee could 
make any effective decisions. 

Predictions by Sheikh Yamani 
that oil prices could collapse to 
>15 sent shockwaves through the 
industry just a week ago. 

But with prices now m a free fall 
— they have lost more than >5 in 
less than three weeks — traders 
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now say this forecast could be ful- 
filled by Friday. 

Virtually all OPEC producers 
have disregarded the production 
ceiling in recent months. Industry 
analysts now estimate foe cartel's 
output a t more than 1 8 million b/d 
and this, coupled" with almost 
flat-out production from exp- 
orters outside OPEC, is largely 
responsible for the recent glut. 

“OPEC is doing all foe V rang 
things." claimed analyst Mike 
Unsworth of stockbrokers Scott 
Goff Layton. "Technically, if 
OPEC try selling 18 million b/d 
and if non-OPEC countries say 
we're not cutting back pro- 
duction... then there’s no floor to 
foe price.” he told Reuters. 

But if levels dropped below 
>15, this could start urgent pol- 
itical rescue action. "I don’t see 
single figure prices as a serious 
possibility." he said. 

"OPEC doesn't have quite such 
a suicide wish." Mr. Unsworth 
said. 

His view was echoed by Mr. 
Paul Spedding of stockbrokers 
Grieveson. Grant. "(If prices fell) 
below >15. you would trigger a lot 
of political pressures." hie said. 

Such a fall would put a heavy 
burden on U3. banks which are 
heavily involved in Mexico, a 
majornon-OPEC exporter. and in 
Texas and Oklahoma, where sma- 
ller, high -cost fields would be put 
at risk^ne said. 

A chance of a spectacular bank 
failure caused by the oil crash 
would make government int- 
ervention highly likely. 

This mighttake the form of urg- 
ent aid to baD out Mexico, which 
estimates foe crash is losing it up 
to >3 billion in lost export income, 
and an import tax to protect dom- 
estic U-S. oil. But President Rea- 
gan is set firmly against foe latter 
move. 

However, some analysts said 
such action had been expected 
when prices breached >20. That 
barrier was passed three weeks 
ago and cooperation between 
OPEC and other producers on 
stemming the glut seemed as far 
away as ever. 

Britain, along with Mexico the 
biggest exporter outside OPEC, 
remains firmly opposed to int- 
erfering in its North Sea pro- 
duction levels. 

New York Times sees benefit 
for U.S., Mexico 

Meanwhile, the New York 
Times said Tuesday the United 
States should consider buying sur- 
plus oil from Mexico in a deal 
which would relieve Mexico's debt 
crisis while allowing the United 
States to fill its strategic petroleum 


reserves. 

Instead of negotiating debt con- 
cessions with its heavily indebted 
neighbour, foe paper said in an 
editorial, foe United States could 
buy as much as an extra half mil- 
lion barrels of oil a dav from Mex- 
ico. 

Mexico, which owes s9> billion 
to foreign banks, could earn >3 
billion a year from such a deal, an 
amount which would virtually 
cover its losses from the dramatic 
one -third drop in world oil prices, 
foe paper said. 

Such an agreement would help 
foe United States to reach its goal 
of 750 million barrels of oil in gov- 
ernment reserves, the paper said. 

"It is hard to imagine a more 
cost-effective investment in nat- 
ional security —and financial sta- 
bility — than helping Mexico to 
help us fill foe strategic reserve." 
the newspaper said. 

Japan fears new 
headaches 

In Tokyo. Foreign Minister 
Shin taro Abe said Tuesday that 
the sudden drop in world oil prices 
is likely to result in new headaches 
for Japan by boosting foe cou- 
ntry's overall trade surplus. 

Japan is already under pressure 
from its trading partners to cut its 
surplus with foe rest of the world, 
which reached a record >49.271 
billion in 19S5. according to Jap- 
anese government figures. 

"The sudden drop in the price 
of crude oil has a major economic 
effect on industrialised and dev- 
eloping countries and Japan fav- 
ours more stable price changes." a 
foreign ministry official quoted 
Mr. Abe as saying. 

With the lowered prices, "we 
w Qi have a new problem with inc- 
reases in the trade surplus," he 
was quoted as telling Ms. Helga 
Siccg. executive director of the 
International Energy Agency, 
who ison an official visit to Japan. 

Japan imported 195.95 billion 
litres ( 1 23 billion barrels) of o3 in 
1 985 at a cost of >34.6 billion, the 
finance ministry reported. 

The foreign ministry official, 
who spoke on condition of ano- 
nymity. said Ms. Steeg met with 
Mr. Abe for 20 minutes to discuss 
foe world energy situation. She 
was quoted as telling Mr. Abe that 
ia the long run. die price drop 
would not change foe supply and 
demand situation for oD. 

In London the British gov- 
ernment has come under fire from 
iLs mam opposition Labour Party 
for failing to open a dialogue with 
OPEC aimed atrestoring'stability 
to foe world oil market. 

The Labour Party spokesman 
declared : " Wc want a more stable 
situation — hence the need for 
talks with OPEC, and other 
non-OPEC producing countries 
as welL” 

While conceding that agr- 
eement would be "difficult.” she 
said a global oil market dialogue 
should concentrate on "pro- 
duction levels in OPEC and out- 
side OPEC.” 
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1 THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold end Bob Las 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


CHUVO 





AUFAN 



mum. 
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EXVONC 


JUL 




A PREJUDICE!? 

euY I© PCWN 
ON ANYTHIN© 
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Now arrange the circled letters to 
totm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon, 

Print Answer hem: ^ ^ ^ 

(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's I Jua,btes: ,NLET HAIRY IN ™SE prying 
j Answer. The pianist was a musician to this— 

HIS FINGERTIPS 
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Aquino aides reject Marcos 

offer of campaign debate 

Opposition reports l million rally turnout in Manila 


MANILA (R) — President Ferdinand Marcos cha- 
llenged Corazon Aquino to a U.S.-style ca m pa ign 
debate on television but the opposition leader’s aides 
turned it down. 

Mr. Marcos made the offer only 
a day before campaigning ends for 
Friday’s election. He told a mee- 
ting of businessmen he was ready 
to meet Mrs. Aquino face-to-face 
on Philippine television Tuesday 
night or Wednesday. 

Mrs. Aquino was out vote cat- 
ching in the streets of Manila when 
Mr. Marcos threw down the cha- 
llenge. But her spokesman. Rene 
Saguisag. turned it down. 

He told Reuters: "We believe 
this invitation was meant to be 
refused. It's very short notice and 
Cory has engage ments lined up for 
this evening and tomorrow.'' 

Mr. Marcos and Mrs. Aquino 
are being interviewed in a U.S. 
television broadcast to be shown 
Wednesday night in the United 
States. But it cannot be shown in 
simultaneously in the Philippines, 
where it would be Thursday mor- 
ning and past the deadline for 
campaigning. 

Mr. Saguisag said Mrs. Aquino 


hoped the U 5. broadcast could be 
advanced so that it could be shown 
in Manil a. 

Mrs. Aquino urged Mr. Marcos 

early in the campaign to agree to a 

public debate but he turned it 
down when she insisted it should 
be held in the open in a Manila 
square. 

Mr. Marcos said be was making 
arrangements for the 
government-run Channel-4 net- 
work or the commercial 
Channel-7 station prepare for the 
debate in case Mrs. Aquino acc- 
epted his offer. 

He added: "I hope my opp- 
onent will not bring any bod- 
yguards. especially from the 
(Communist) New People’s 
Army. We should be alone tog- 
ether.” 

Mr. Marcos made his offer as 
international observers began arr- 
iving in Manila to watch for che- 
ating and violence on polling day. 

Hundreds of thousands of peo- 


ple swarmed through the streets of 
Manila Tuesday night to see Mrs. 
Aquino wind up her campaign in 
the capital for Friday’s election. 

Organisers put the crowd atone 
million — a sixth of Metropolitan 
Man Da's population. Reporters at 
the scene said it was impossible to 
make an accurate count but des- 
cribed it as the biggest political 
rally seen in the Philippines. 

Hours before Mrs. Aquino was 
due to speak, the streets were 
jammed with people heading for 
Luneta Park in the heart of Man- 
ila. Shops and offices closed early 
as men. women and children wea- 
ring yellow T-shirts. Mr. Aquino's 
colours, surged towards the rally 
ground. 

They flashed the opposition’s 
thumb and finger victory L-sign 
for Laban ("fight”), exploded fir- 
ecrackers and tossed tons of yel- 
low confetti - 

More confetti rained from off- 
ice buildings, covering the crowd 
that brought evening rush hour 
traffic to a halt. 

Presklent Ferdinand Marcos, 
who has drawn crowds of less than 
20,000 at most of bis appearances 


in Manila, will wrap up his cam- 
paign in the same park before 
campaigning officially ends at 
midnight Wednesday. 

The military reported 11 sol- 
diers killed in new Communist 
rebel attacks. 

The killings in two separate 
Communist rebel ambushes in the 
far north of the Philippines Mon- 
day raised the official death toll 
from guerrilla violence to at least 
93 in the last two weeks of ca n- 
paigning. 

The military said nine soldiers 
were killed when their patrol was 
ambushed at Nambaran. about 
300 kilometres north of Manila- 
Two more soldiers were shot dead 
in nearby RizaJ a few hours later. 

Military spokesman have said 
the NPA is making a big push in 
the run up to the election. 

A 20- me mberU-S. official del- 
egation. led by Sen. Richard 
Lugar, chairman of the Senate 
Foreign Relations Committee, is 
due Wednesday. A 44-strong int- 
ernational team of observers spo- 
nsored by the U.S. Republican 
and Democratic parties started 
arriving Tuesday. 


Soviets urge Europe to back arms plan 


MOSCOW (R ) — Previn Tue- 
sday called on European gov- 
ernments. political parties and 
peoples to act without delay in 
support of new Soviet dis- 
armament proposals. 

An editorial in the Soviet 
Communist Party daily said the 
first stage of the plan, covering the 
removal of U.S. and Soviet 
medium-range nuclear missiles, 
would strengthen European sec- 
urity and contribute to ending the 
arms race. 

"On the European continent all 
the conditions for overco mins the 


separation of East and West now 
exist, especially in questions of 
security and mutual cooperation.” 

Pravda said. "Europe is entirely 
capable of giving a ‘European 
answer’ to the challenge of our 
times.” 

The Kremlin proposal to eli- 
minate nuclear arms by the year 
2000 was presented by Com- 
munist Party chief Mikhail Gor- 
bachev on Jan. Id. Soviet state 
media have strongly pro noted the 
proposals, but Western dis- 
armament negotiators say the Sov- 


iet skie has failed to provide suf- 
ficient details. 

Pravda dismissed arguments 
against the first stage and warned: 
"There can be no delay. Once and 
for all to stop the arms race and 
turn the course of international 
events to the path of peaceful dev- 
elopment. it is necessary tor gov- 
ernments. parties and peoples to 
act. and act without delay." 

European peoples were awa- 
iting a serious and businesslike 
U.S. response to the Soviet pro- 
posals. Pravda said. 


Pope gets warm welcome from headhunters 


SHILLONG. India (R) — Exu- 
berant. cheering crow ds, including 
sword-waving converted head- 
hunters, welcomed Pope John 
Paul U as he arrived here Tuesday 
to celebrate mass in the verdant, 
rolling hills of India's north eas- 
tern frontier. 

More than 150.000 people 
jammed into this 1 .524-metre 
high city as the Pope arrived by 
limousine for a three-hour visit. 
Some had travelled for days and 
camped near the mass site. 

“For me the Pope is a small God 
and I'm very happy to oome and 
meet him.” said Chief Neamnka 
Abraham, leader of a band of 600 
Konyaknaga headhunters, now all 
Catholic converts, who travelled 
1 .000 kilo netres to see the Pon- 
tiff. 

The 62 -year -old chief, garbed 
in a leather loincloth and a fea- 
thered headdress, told reporters 
through a translator he was bap- 


tised in 1984 and had gone on his 
la$t headhunting raid in 1967. He 
said he had five heads to his credit. 

The Pope had left Calcutta ear- 
lier in the day to fly to this remote 
hill station in the tea-growing state 
of Meghalaya — "abode of the 
clouds" in the local dialect. 

The enthusiastic welcome mir- 
rored the warmth shown Monday 
as he arrived in India's largest city. 
Calcutta, where he had an emo; 
tional visitto MotherTeresa at her 
home for the destitute dying in 
one of the city's worst slums. 

The Pope needed the special 
permission of the Indian gov- 
ernment for Tuesday trip since the 
areas, which border Bangladesh to 
the north and west, are normally 
dosed to foreigners because of 
border considerations and pro- 
blems with continuing tribal sep- 
aratists. 

Catholic missionaries arrived 
around 1890 and began con- 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

»A6 «?K4 OKS 4AKQ9873 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth 

Pass 1 4 ? 

What do you bid now? 

A- -In light of the auction, we 
would give up all thoughts of slam. 
Indeed, even II tricks at five clubs 
might be out of reach. We think that 
your best chance for game lies at 
three no trump. An ace in partner's 
hand, or even a second spade stop- 
per, would give you nine tricks off 
the top. Bid three no trump. 

Q.Z— East-West vulnerable, as 
South you bold: 

+AK6 ‘S’ K 10854 OK OAK 65 
The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 o Pass 2 V Paaa 

3 * Paaa 3 NT Paaa 

9 

What would you bid now? 

A.~II you simply bid four hearts, 
we won't fault you— the point of the 
question is that, despite your 
powerful hand and partner's 
positive rebid. you must give up all 
thoughts of slam. Why? Because it 
sounds to us that partner's values 
& re in diamonds and spades, and 
that he has three low hearts. The 
choice now is between games, and 
we would choose three no trump 
-nine tricks might prove easier 
than 10. 

Q^- Neither vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

+762 0A8S42 +AK963 

The bidding has proceeded: 

Sooth West North East 

1 6 Pass 1 + Pass 

2 4 Pub 2 NT Pass 

9 

What do you bid now? 

A. —Obviously, you don't like no 
trump, but you shouldn't take a 
preference to a suit that partner 
has not rebid when you bold only 
three low cards in that suit. Tell 
partner that you have at least 10 
cards in the minor suits by rabid- 
ding three clubs. 


Q.4— Both vulnerable, as South you 
hold: 

+J VAQ1M52 OAJ63 483 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 NT Pass 3 U Paaa 

4 ^ Paaa 7 

What action do you take? 

A. — Even though partner has 
shown a minimum no trump open- 
ing with trump support (with a max- 
imum he would have made a cue-bid 
rather than raise to four hearts), 
you could easily make a slam if you 
don't have two fast losers in dubs. 
Your distributional values are 
worth one move. Cue-bid five 
diamonds. If partner cannot accept 
the invitation, you have done your 
duty. 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

+QJ54 7AK8532 095 46 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 <7 Pass 1 + Pass 

7 

What do you bid now7 
A.— Obviously, you have two prob- 
lems here: Do you rebid hearts or 
support apades7 If the latter, is a 
simple raise sufficient? We don't 
feel you can afford to suppress good 
four-card support, so we would cer- 
tainly raise spades. At the same 
time, we don't think you are strong 
enough in high cards to do more 
than raise to two spades. While that 
might risk missing a game, a jump 
to three spades could easily propel 
the auction to an uncomfortable 
level. 

06 -Both vulnerable, as Soutb you 
hold: 

4AK102 0KQ83 4AJ105 

Your right-hand opponent opens the 
bidding with one spade. What ac- 
tion do you take? 

A.— You have no safe action. A dou- 
ble would probably eh'dt a heart 
response from partner, and it is too 
risky to overcall at the two-level on 
a four-card suit. Pass and see bow 
the anctlon develops— you might be 
able to double profitably later if the 
opponents become incautious. 


verting the ani mist tribes people in 
what are now called the "seven 
sisters of the north east” — the 
five states and the union ter- 
ritories connected to the rest of 
India by a narrow corridor bet- 
ween China and Bangladesh. 

Red-ga tried tribal dancers and 
crowds singing “Hallelujah, Hal- 
lelujah," greeted the Pontiff as he 
mounted an altar platform of 
green-painted bamboo set on a 
hillock oa a sprawling golf links. 

He brought a mostly religious 
message to the worshippers, pra- 
ising the missionary efforts that 
have converted nearly 300.000 
people, mostly tribesmen, to Cat- 
holicism in efforts that began 
about 100 years ago. 

He also commended efforts to 
blend Catholicism into local tra- 
ditions but cautioned this must be 
done in the context of die Chr- 
istian gospel and not lead to exc- 
esses. 


Sri Lanka 
marks 38 
years of 
independence 

COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lanka 
Tuesday celebrated 38 years of 
independence fro n Britain as Pre- 
sident Junius Jayewardene called 
for national unity and the des- 
truction of Tamil guerrillas see- 
king a separate state on the island. 

Security forces were on alert 
after the government said 100 
separa tist guerrillas were killed by 
troops during the weekend. 

But the authorities lifted cur- 
fews imposed Monday in the nor- 
thern area of Kilinochchi and in 
central province. 

On this day I promise to all the 
freedom -toving peaceful people 
of Sri Lanka that we shall. this 
year, overcome, destroy and era- 
dicate terrorism in Sri L anka in all 
its forms." Mr. Jayewardene said 
in an Independence Day message. 

The president, who watched 
hundreds of children march and 
dance near parliament to tra- 
ditional Sinhala and colonial Bri- 
tish musk in an historical pageant, 
said the "terrorist” threat was not 
only aimed at destroying dem- 
ocracy but at dismembering Sri 
Lanka and halting its social, eco- 
nomic and political development 

Mr. Jayewardene called on all 
"freedom loving democratic peo- 
ple” of the island to unite to des- 
troy die guerrilla movement 

Prison officials said 500 con- 
victs serving short sentences were 
released Tuesday under an Ind- 
ependence Day amnesty. 

They said 90 other prisoners 
had death sentences commuted to 
life imprisonment while 5,000 
were given reduced prison terms. 

Prime Minister Ranasinghe 
Premadasa was among seven lea- 
ding ‘ civilians awarded Ind- 
ependence Day honours. 


Lesotho 

ejects 

N . Koreans 

MASERU (R) — Lesotho's new 
military leaders, in further moves 
to appease South Africa, have 
expelled 19 North Korean tec- 
hnicians from the country. 

The Koreans, who worked on 
agricultural projects and the reb- 
uilding of Lesotho’s main sports 
stadium in the capital Maseru, 
were put on a chartered flight and 
flown out to Mozambique on Sun- 
day. 

A spokesman for the North 
Korean embassy said no reason 
was given for the expulsions. 

After seizing power on Jan. 20 
in a coup brought about by intense 
South African economic pressure. 
Maj. Gen. Justin Lekhanya dep- 
orted 57 South African refugees 
to Zambia. 

Western diplomats said the 
move against the Koreans was also 
instigated fay Pretoria. They said 
South Africa had demanded that 
the three Communist embassies 
allowed to open three years ago — 
those of the Soviet Union, China 
and North Korea —should be eit- 
her downgraded or dosed. 

Most of the expelled 57 ref- 
ugees were followers of the Afr- 
ican National Congress (ANC), 
the principal black guerrilla group 
sworn to ending Pretoria's white 
dominance by force of arms. 

At the weekend, the militaiy 
rulers rounded up a further 50 
refugees and told them to be ready 
for expulsion. 

South Africa slapped a crippling 
economic damp on Lesotho on 
Jan. 1, accusing the ousted regime 
of harbouring ANC guerrillas, 
although the charge was denied by 
Chief Leabua Jonathan, the vet- 
eran autocratic prime minister 
overthrown by last month's coup. 

Political sources say Chief Lek- 
hanya' s told moves to strengthen 
ties with Pretoria is causing div- 
ision in the armed forces. 

But Lesotho's new leader has 
made dear he intends to forge 
dose links with South Africa, 
which encircles the tiny mountain 
kingdom. 


S. African 
ministers 
expelled 
from 

whites-only 

restaurant 

CAPE TOWN (R) - A new con- 
troversy over apartheid has dev- 
eloped over a group of coloured 
(mixed-race) members of the 
South African Parliament being 
turned away from a whites-only 
parliamentary restaurant. 

About 25 of the MPs, two of 
them government ministers, were 
asked to leave Monday after going 
to a restaurant in the white section 
of the Tricamera] Parliamentin an 
act of apparent defiance. 

One of them, Peter Hendrickse. 
told reporters: “What makes it 
even more shocking and dis- 
graceful is the fact that Tm not 
prohibited by law from going 
there —I’m prohibited by my col- 
leagues in the (white) House of 
Assembly.” 

Others expelled included David 
Curry and Carter Ebrahim. gov- 
ernment ministers in charge of 
coloured affairs: 

Speaker of Parliament Johan 
Greeff said Tuesday the res- 
taurant was a private place for the 
members of the House of Ass- 
embly. “It has got nothing to do 
with colour, ithas got nothing to 
do with apartheid,” the country’s 
racial segregation system, be told 
Reuters. 

Under a complex new con- 
stitution. whites, coloureds and 
Indians, but not blades, are rep- 
resented in. separate chambers of 
parliament. Whites retain overall 
control but discuss legislation with 
the other MPs in parliamentary 
committees. 

Many opponents of the gov- 
ernment reject the new con- 
stitution, saying it entrenches apa- 
rtheid. Those participating in pub- 
lic life under it argue they can dis- 
mantle apartheid from within the 
system. 

There is a second restaurant in 
the white chamber which, after 
protests from Liberal MPs, now 
allows white parliamentarians to 
invite any guests they wish. There 
are also restaurants for coloured 
and Indian MPs. 

‘‘In God’s name, when will they 
geth right?” Johannesburg's Bus- 
iness Day newspaper asked in an 
editorial Ihesday. 


Pa kistanis attack church 
in anti-Israel protests 

ISLAMABAD (R) — Muslim The protesters smashed wto* 
students protesting at alleged 1st-, dows of the church andfoe adj- 
aeli violations of Islamic holy pla- ozningpriest’shouse,setnretofoe 
ces in Jerusalem' ransacked a . altar mid Bible stand, stole thfi 
Roman Catholic Church in Pak- Bible, and 
istan’s Punjab province, injuring 
at least nine people inside, church 
officials said Tuesday. 

They said between 2,000 and 
3,000 students, chanting slogans 
against Israel and the United Sta- 
tes, took partin the bour T Iong att- 
ack on the Church of the Holy 
Cross at Rahimyar Khan before 
police dispersed them with tear 
gas and batons. 


vehicles and funuture, due officials 
said. 

Demonstrations were also held 
in Rawalpindi and Karachi Mon- 
day to condemn disturbances last 
month in Jerusalem near the AJ 
Aqsa Mosque. 

Muslim religions leaders in East 
Jerusalem, occupied by Israel in 
1967, objected to a visit by 10 Isr- 
aeli deputies to the mosque area 


Bishop calls shuttle blast a 
‘blessing in disguise’ 


LONDON (R) - A British bis- 
hop has said the U 5. space shuttle 
disaster could be a “blessing in 
disguise" if it delayed research 
into President Ronald Reagan's 
“Star Wars” programme. 

Anglican Bishop of Bir- 
-mingha n Hugh Montefiore said in 
the House of Lords that Star 
Wars, officially known as the Str- 
ategic Defence Initiative (SDI). 
was no rally retrogressive because 
it would introduce a new element 
of instability into international 
relations. 

‘‘It may turn out that the tragic 
demise of the shuttle Challenger is 
a blessing in disguise if it prevents 
or delays the development of 
SDI.” he said. 

The shuttle has been used in the 
past to carry out military exp- 
eriments in space and was to have 


played a key rote as the SDI res- 
earch programme into a space- 
based defence system developed. 

Britain last year became the 
first country to sign an agree merit 
- with the U-S. on cooperation in 
SDI research. 

Members of the ruling Con- 
servative Party denounced Mon- 
tefiore as a man who had aba- 
ndoned compassion. 

Junior Defence Minister Lord 
Trefgame said the bishop should 
repeat what be said to the relatives 
of the seven victi ns of the disaster. 

Conservative Parliamentarian 
Harry Greenway said Montefiore 
had given way to political pre- 
judice. 

“He has abandoned com- 
passion for the bereaved and those 
seven brave, brilliant lives cut off 
in this tragic way.” he said. 


Paris blast injures 8 


PARIS (R) — A bomb devastated 
a luxury stopping arcade off the 
centra] Champs Elysees Bou- 
levard, injuring eight people, inc- 
luding three seriously, police said. 

The bomb, planted in a dustbin 
outside a boutique Monday, sha- 
ttered shop-windows and sent sli- 
vers of glass flying through the air. 
Police raid the three badly injured 
were suffering from deep cuts. 
The others were treated on the 
spot. 

"Glass was flying all over the 
place." U.S. tourist Tom Gabriel 
of Dayton. Ohio , said . "There was 
lots of smoke and people started 
running.” 

Rescne-worfcers called to the 
scene waded through water, that 
began pouring through the arcade 
when the explosion triggered an 


anti-fire security system. 

There was no immediate claim 
of responsibility and police said 
they tod no idea who planted the 
bomb. 

The blast ripped through the 
two-storey arcade built under the 
Claridge Hotel at 930 p.m. (2030 
GMT) as diners sat down for an 
evening meal in its restaurants and 
window-shoppers strolled in from 
the busy Champs Elysees Bou- 
levard. 

It came less than two months 
after 23 people were injured in' 
successive bombings at two cen- 
tral Paris department stores cro- 
wded with Christmas stoppers on 
Dec. 7. 

No one has been charged with 
the bombings. 


Campus violence continues in Dhaka 


DHAKA (R) - Anti- 
government students set three res- 
idence halls on fire at Dhaka Uni- 
versity and chased off bomb - and 
stone- throwing rivals as fresh vio- 
lence flared on die campus Tue- 
sday, police said. 

’Die clashes erupted as pro- 
govemment students called a boy- 
cott of classes to protest against 
violence last weekend which they 
blamed on their opponents. 

Firefighters extinguished the 


blazes before they could spread 
much, university staff said. 

One police officer told Reuters 
several people were injured as 
students and teachers hurried 
away from campus. No arrests 
were made, he said. 

Earlier, nearly 1,000 students 
and political activists burned 
down the office of the Jatiya Gbh- 
atra Samaj, the pro-government 
student group, near the university 


as police watched from a distance. 

A teachers’ committee has been 
set up to probe tomb explosions 
and other violence which uni- 
versity officials said threatened 
the future of foe 18,000 students. 

The committee will suggest 
measures to end months offig- 
hting between pro and anti- 
government students, vice- 
chancellor Dr. Abdul Mannan 
told reporters. 


Four Salvadorean peasants found dead 


SAN SALVADOR (R) — The 
bodies of four brutally murdered 
Salvadoreans have been found tty 
authorities, foe second group of 
death squad-style killings here in 
foe last week, judicial officials 
have raid. 

They said the decapitated bod- 
ies were discovered on foe side of 
a road in San Joige, a town about 
100 kilometres east of the capital. 

A judicial source in San Jorge 
said relatives of the four murdered 
peasants reported that unknown 
gunmen had dragged the victims 
from their homes on Saturday. 


The source added that a fifth vic- 
tim. left for dead by foe killeis, 
survived. 

No group has taken credit for 
the muiders, but judicial officials 
and human rights sources said foe 
mutilations were typical of mur- 
ders by rightist para -military hit 
squads. 

Last Sunday , foe bodies of three 
young men were foudd in foe San 
Antonio Abad neighbourhood of 
foe capital. Their bands were tied 
behind their backs, and their 
heads were cut off. 

Human rights groups spo- 


kesmen said they feared foe mur- 
ders marked an upsurge of death 
squad murders after a long lull. 

President Jose Napoleon Dua- 
rte promised upon taking office 20 
months ago to stop deaths squads, 
responsible for tolling thousands 
of Salvadoreans during six years of 
civil war. 

Human rights groups and dip- 
lomats said they feared more rig- 
htist death squad killing s in res- 
ponse to peasant and labour unr- 
est over economic measures Mr. 
Duarte imposed last month. 


Nigeria opens debate on future form of government 


LAGOS (R) — President Ibrahim 
Babangida has urged Nigerians to 
start a national debate on what 
form of government is best for foe 
country when its present military 
rulers hand over power as pro- 
mised in October 1990. 

Gen. Babangida has said he 
wants all Nigerians to contribute 
to the discussion, and has app- 
ointed a political bureau con- 
sisting mainly of academics to run 
foe debate. 

He says his government, which 
took control in a coup five months 
ago, will not stay in power a day 
longer than necessary. Nigeria has 
had two periods of civilian gov- 
ernment since independence in 
1960 and both were ended by 
coups. 

In a statement Monday, the pol- 
ifburo, as it has become known, 
said the debate would be run in 
such a way as to ensure ‘ 'adequate 
participation by foe grassroots 
population.” 

It spelled out 28 topics for con- 
sideration and said trades unions, 
students and professional, aca- 
demic, social and economic gro- 
ups should organise debates. The 
public would be encouraged to 
write newspaper articles and join 
radio and television discussions. 

Issues to be covered included 
how to set up a viable democratic 
system, foe problenK of tribal riv- 
alries, foe roleof foe armed forces. 


the vexed question of a national 
census, how to run political parties 
and elections and how to cope 
with corruption in public life. 

Gen. Babangida affirmed Nig- 
eria's membership of the wor- 
ldwide Organisation of Islamic 
Conference (OIC) Monday, but 
said it (fid not mean the supremacy 
of one religion over others. 

It was the first comment oa foe 
issue by Gen. Babangida, a Mus- 
lim, who seized power in a coup 
last August. 

The surprise news from Mor- 
occo three weeks ago that Nigeria 
had signed as a full member at an 
OIC conference in Fez set off a 
storm of protest from the cou- 
ntry’s Christians. 

Muslims are officially reckoned 
to form 47 pet cent of the pop- 
ulation of 100 million, with Chr- 
istians making up about 35 per 
cent 

Lagos has tod observer status at 
tise OIC since it was founded in 
1969. 

After the controversy began, 
the government announced the 
formation of a committee to exa- 
mine foe “full implications” of 
membership but had, until Mon- 
day, declined to make any sta- 
temeot confirming or denying that 
it had joined. 

Addressing the first meeting of 
foe committee in Abuja, foe pla- 
nned new capital, Gen. Babangida 


said: 

‘‘Now that Nigeria's application 
for full membership has been acc- 
epted, your task as Nigerians and 
religious leaders is to examine .._ 
foe indications of full mem- 
bership....” 

The panel of four cabinet min- 
isters and Christian and Muslim 
leaders convened in an atm- 


osphere of tension this morning, 
with foe Christian side clearly 
unhappy about the decision to join 
the OIC without prior con- 
sultation. 

Mnshmsaigue that Nigeria, fac- 
ing serious economic crisis, can 
benefit materially from the OIC, 
but Christians fear a threat to foe 
country’s status as a secular state. 


Briton held in Iran for 
nearly 2 months 


TEHRAN (R) — A 50-year-old 
British businessman, Roger Coo- 
per, has been arrested and held in 
Iran for nearly two months wit- 
hout any oonsular official seeing 
him, a spokesman for foe British 
interests section of the Swedish 
erribassy said Tuesday. 

“We have had no formal not- 
ification of the charges against 
him, no formal notification of foe 
reason why he is being held,” foe 
official said. 

“We are not aware of any sim- 
ilar cases since the (1979 Islamic) 
Revolution,” he added. 

The spokesman said Cooper 
disappeared on the morning of 
Dec. 7. He was foe local adv- 
ertising representative of Lon- 
don's Financial Tunes newspaper 
and a salesman for foe o3 con- 
struction company McDermott 


International, Inc. 

Iranian sources said he was arr- 
ested by security personnel and 
the British spokesman saw Ira- 
nian officials had confirmed the 
detention. 

He said the British interests sec- 
tion in Tehran tod made frequent 
representations to .foe Iranian 
authorities about Cooper since 
Dec. 7 and thathigh -level contacts 
had also taken place in London 
and elsewhere. 

Friends said Cooper arrived in 
Tehran last July but he tod told 
them that although he continued 
to work, he was under inv- 
estigation by police and could not 
leave foe country. 

Cboper is divorced fioman Ira- 
nian wife and has one daughter, a 
.raaiical student in London, foe 
British official said. 




Women’s expedition 
sets oiti: to North Pole 

TROMSOE, Norway (R) - Six 
French and two Canadian women 
left this northern Norwegian port 
Tuesday to begin foe first all- 
wotnen expedition to foe North 
Pole. Madeleine Griseiin, leader 
of foe 1.100-kiiometre exp- 
edition, told reporters foe group 
would fly to foe Arctic islands of 
Spitsbergen before setting out for 
the pole on skis. She said foe exp- 
edition would take about 100 
days, leaving Spitsbergen, where 
pack ice stretefaingto foe pole beg- 
ins. on Feb. 20. Griseiin said the 
expedition was primarily scientific 
and would include planting radio 
tracking devices to be Ttouitored 
by satellite along their path to rec- 
ord east-west novo nents in foe 
polar ice cap. 

Bhutto’s valet 
found murdered 


KARACHI (R) - The valet of ^ * T ‘‘ 
executed former Pakistan Prime 
Minister Zulfikar Ali Bhutto was 
found dead after being suffocated 
with a gag at his ho ne in Karachi, 
police said . A 1 6-ycar-old niece of j ' 
the valet had been stabbed to j .~ 
death in anothe r roo n. folio: said 
Noor Mohammad Mughal. 50. ; 
was found with his handsand feet 
tied, sticky tape over his mouth '• - 
and his nostrils filled with cotton 
wool. His niece Shahnaz had been : 
killed with a dagger. The police ' 
said they did not yet know the >• 
motive for foe killings. Mughal. 
nicknamed "Noon.” was Bhu-~. 
tto’s valet until the for tier prise 
minister, ousted in a military coup _ - 
led by present President vfah-" 
ammad Zia UI Haq. was taken to - 
jail in Septenber 1977. In 1970 
Mughal buried himself in front ctf 
his master as a shield when gun- ^ 
men shot at Bhutto daring 

an election rally in the province of ... 

Sind. Both men escaped theattack • *- 

unh urt, • . - 


Indonesia is world’s 
largest contraceptive 
pill consumer 




•**2 cl 


- 

JAKARTA (R) -Indonesia, the , 
world’s fifth most populous cou- 
ntry, is the largest user of can- • 
traceptive pills. foe official Antara 
News Agency said Tuesday. It . : . 
quoted an official of foe National . .. 
Family Planning Board as raying 
some 600 million packagesof con- - 
traceptive pills are taken every 
year in this nation of 165 railfian 
people. About 14 million couples • - 
have joined Indonesia’s family 
planning programme, with 20,000 :\ 
new couples added every month, . 
according to the board." Mea- 
awhile. Minister of Population ■ . “ 
and Environment Emil Salim pre- 
dieted that Indonesia's population 
would grow to 225 million by foe 
year 2000, Antara said. 

Insect bites ‘may 
carry AIDS virus’ 

LONDON (R) — Insect bites. - -. 
particularly from blood-sucking 
parasites, could be one cause of 
spreading the killer disease AIDS, 
according to an article published 
in "a London-based medical " jou- 4 
rnaJ. Dr. Danny Connolley, wri- 
ting in Hospital Doctor, said 
strong evidence was emerging to 
indicate insects were the source of 
a large number of AIDS (Acq- 
uired Immune Deficiency Syn- 
drome) infections of unknown 
origin. He said foe HTLV-IU org- 
anism which produces AIDS 
woiild be highly unusual if if was 
not transraissable in. that way. 
"Even Hepatitis B, which is nor- 
mally spread by oral, venereal, 
injective and traosfusial means 
has also been associated with ins- 
ects,” he said. Dr. Connolley. a 
psychobiologist at the • Human 
Factors Centre in' London, said 
thatover foe past two years Ire had 
examined data on AIDS gathered 
by the US. Centre for Disease 
Control at Atlanta. Georgia. He 
defends his proposition saying it 
was similar to the 19th Century 
theory of the mosquito- tra- 
nsmission of malaria which was 
also derided at the time. 

China to unearth . 

2,000 more . 
terracotta 
horses and soldiers 

PEKING (R) — About : iioO-.'V 
more life-size . t erracotta horses f r 
and model soldiers w3i begone- 
art hed this year from cate of ■ 
GiinaV richest archaeoWgical . • 
finds, foe New China- News Age- 
ncy said Tuesday. It quoted arc- - 
haeologists at Xian fooentral "■>, 
China as saying that ’ foe-|2j0d0 
would .be added. to 714 jorintaffe*- it 
ures bn display at amustom near 
Xian. -A 
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